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lgrear Debt, for which norwith- 
ſtanding I account myſelfe toftand| 


table, yetin a more binding Oblt- 
|garian, to hee .youn perpetual ſen 


| fulneſſe,to eref ſome eAAonument | 
in honour of yaur Rountte. ; and a 


lcatezheſe P/almesr of David, to 


| and, worthy to: laſt: long; 1et- ther: 


a great Favour,the remiſrion Ta 


obliged ſtill, though in a lefſe profe- 
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vane. | am called. upon by Grate-| 


more lafling « AAonument, I could 
not thinke of within the compaſſe off 
- poore abilities, then: to: Dedi- 


the memorie of your N'ame_-: for 
though your amne Heroick vertue_; 
bave: made youa e/Nlonument-of 
the. ſame mettall that Fames 
Trumpet # made,.. which: i. like(yy, 
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perhaps ,, may prove Monumen-: 


tum Fama perenn1us; a Monu-\ 


ment that will continue your memo- 


rie, when Fame it felfe ſhall bebu-| 


ried in oblivion. But how long ſoe-; 


ver it ſhall continue, yet not ſo lonp| 
4s ty Devotion tabe,as my Defire [ 
|:o be accounted tobe_:;. | 
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3 He Lord is my Shepheard; 1| Verſe x: 
NAS ſhall not wont. 
2Z-e>; Hee maketh me to the downein| Vorſe 2. 
MS greene paſtwres.; be leadeth me 
Fez bile the ſtill Waters. 
Hee reflaret my ſoule , bee leadeth mee in| Vaſe 3: 
the paths of righteouſueſſe for his Names 
08 : 
Tea, though 1 walke through the Valley of the| 1% +: 
{had of death ; 1 will feare no evill 8 for 
Thou art with mee ; Thy rod an thy flaſſe, 
they comfort mee, 
| Thox prepare 4 Table _ me, in the proſe Perſe 57 
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of mine enemies, T hou anoynteſt my bead 

| With Oyle,; my cup runneth over. 

Surely, goodeſſe, and mercy, ſhall follow me, all 
the dayes of my life ; and 1 will dwell in the 
houſe of the Lord for ever. Gs, 
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| cent, though feeble, [ ſhquld have been harme- 
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where I might have ſaid The 
EV Lord ismy Creatour,and hath 

I mademe after his own _—_ 
SPE 1 am now glad to ſay; T 

' Lord #my ſhepheard as Ade: | 
I'were cbuta ſheepe®* and yer perhaps no Fall 
inthisat all: For, what was I, when I was at 
beſt, but the Lords ſheepe © Depending whol- | 
Iy upon him forall had : Nocloathes- to co- 
vermy nakednefſe,but ofhis making - no faod |]. 
to ſatisfie my hunger, but of his pp 
and oh that I had continued his ſheepe ſtill, | 
then though weake, I ſhould have beene i oy 


lefſe; Where by taking ( O miſerable miſta- 


king ) the Serpent wn, a ſhepheard, I became 
B 2 SET - = 


£7 '$ it not a gneyous fall, that Verſe 1, 
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of aninnocent Sheepe, a ravening Wolte, and: 
ſhould have ſocontinued, at leaſt a.perpetual 
ſtrayer: if my true ſhepheard ( O the wonder- 
| full bowells of compaſſion ) had nor left the 
Ninetie nine inthe Wilderucfle to ſeeke after 
mee, and had not found mee our, and brought 
me back againeinto his Fold , that if there be 
joy in Heaven, that the loſt ſheepe is found, 
there ought to bee much 'more joy in- Eatth, 
that the loſt ſheepe can ſay ; The Lord is my ſhep- 
| heard, I ſhall not want ? 
| But how can I truly ſay, The Lord i' my 
ſhepheard , ſecing hee hath turned me over, 
theepeand lambes and all, to Saint Peter to be 
our ſhepheard ? Can he turne meoverto ano-: 
ther, and yet himſclie reteine a propertie in | 
meſtill? Butis it notthat there isa Hierarchie | 
of ſhepheards * Saint Pezer and his fucceſſours, 
but Miniſteriall ſhepheards , God himſelfethe 
Pſal.77-20 | ſhepheard Paramount , Hee ledd his prople Tike 
ſheepe bythe hand of Moſes aud Aaron :- Hee but 
uſed the ſervice of Mofes and Aaron; himſelfe 
was the ſhepheard ſtill, it was hee that led 
them. And is it not ſaid of Kings too, that 
they are zoiuing nav, Shepheards of the peo- 
ple 2 and perhaps. David-ipeakes here, as hee 
wasa King : forthougha King be a ſhepheard | 
inrelation to his Subjects, yet hes buta ſheep 
inrelationto God: for relation 1n all created 
things, makes quidlibet cx quotibet ;.a ſheepe of 
aſhepheard, and a ſhepheard of a ſheepe, till. 
| | We. | 
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we comeat God, and there Relation ceafeth s: = 


i to be in wantthemſelves ; Saint Peter an- able 
| ſhepheard, yet not ſo. able, as to ſecure from- 
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for God being fummim benm, unum: & idem, | 
cantake-nodiſparagement by any relation, we 
are al ſheepe to him ; Davidand Kings, Saint 
Peter andall; Allfaineroſay; The Lord is my 
ſhepheard, or elſc,can neuer truly ſay; I ſhall 
not want. | : .. 
ItiSagreat happineſſe forſheepe to have a 
good ſhepheard, but a greater happineſle to- 
havehim both good and able; many thep- 
heardsarethe one, and not the other; few are 
both, indeednoneare both; None able to ſe-- 
cure from want, but onely the ſhepheard, who. 
is Elohim Saddai, God All-ſufficient. Kings no 
doubtareable ſhepheards, but yetnorable to 
ſecure from want; for weſce them often-times 


want ; for who knowes not what. want he was ! 
in himſelfe, when time was © Wee ſhall never 
be ſheepe ſecure from want, till wee cometo- 
ſay ; The Lord « my ſhepheard,, and then wee 
may juſtly inferre ; Weſhall not wane. 

Indeed God isaſhepheard, as able as hee is 
o00d, andas good as he isable. For hee leadeth 
mee into greene paſtures, Not onely hee hath | 
orecne paſtures to leadme into, which ſhewes- 
his Abilitie ; but hee leads mee into them, 
which ſhewes his Goodneſſe. Hee kades me 
not into paſtures that are withered. and drye, 


that wauld diſtaſteme beforeI taſte them-: but 
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| Meditations uponthe 23. P/alme., 


ſometimes a ſippe: tor though ſheepe bee no 
| 1ng greene, and full of lappe, make drinke the 


bemn we meinto Greene paſtures, as well to 
pleaſe my eye with the verdure, as my ſto- | 
macke with the herbage ; and inviting me as it | 
weretoeate, by ſetting out themeat inthe beſt 
colour. A meat though never ſo good, yet if 
ir looke not handſomely, it dulls the appetite: 
but when beſides the goodneſle, it hath alſo a 
good looke, This gives the appetite another 
edge, and makes a joy before enjoying. But 
yet the goodnefle is not altogether in the 
greenneſſe, Alas, Greene is buta colour, and 
colours are but deceitfall things, they might 
be greene leaves; or they might bee greene 
flags, or ruſhes : and what good were to mee 
inſuchagreennefſe? No my ſoule, the good- 
neſſeis inbeing greene Paſtures, for now they | 
p_—_ asmuch as they promiſe, and as in 
eing greene, they were a. comfort to mee as 

ſooneas I ſaw them, ſo in being greene pa- | 
ſtures, they arearefreſhing to me now,as ſoone 
asI taſt them. Asthey are pleaſant ro looke 
on, ſo they are wholſome to feedon : As they 
are ſweet tobe raſted, ſo they are caſte to bee 
digeſted; that Iam now methinkes ina kind of 
Paradiſe, and ſecme not-to want any thing, 
unlefle perhaps a little water, with which now 
and then to waſh my mouth, at moſt to take | 


greatdrinkers,; and though their paſtures be- 


lefle needtull, yet ſome drinke they muſt have 
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beſides; 
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befides ; 4nd now lee the great goodnefle of 
this Shepheard, aid what juſt cauſe there ts to 
depend upon his Providence : for hee lets not 
his ſheepe want this neither; but hee leades them 
| beſides fit waters; Not waters that roare and 
make a noyſe, enough to fright -a fearefull 
ſheepe: bur waters ſtill and quiet, thatthough 
they drinkebur little, yet they may drinke that 
little without feare. And may I nor juſtly ſay 
now; The Lord « my ſhephtard, T fhall not 
want ? 

| And yet perhaps there will be want forall 
this; for is 1t enough; that he leade them 1n- 
to preene paſtures, and befides ſtill waters? 
May he not leade them in, and preſently take 
them out againe, before their bellyes be halfe 
full; and ſo in ſtead of making them happy, 


longing with the ſlight, and then fruſtrate them 
| of theirexpedtation? No'my ſonle; The mea- 
fie of this Shepheards goodnefle, is more 
then ſo; Hee nor onely leadeth them into- 
—_— paſtures, but hee makes them to lye 

owne in them ; Hee leades them not in, to 
poſt over their meat, as if they were to cate a 
Paſſcover, and totake it in 7ravſizs, as dogges 
drinke'N)tus, but, hte makes them tolye downe in 
greene paſtures, that they may eat their fill, and 
| teedat leiſure ; and when they have done, lye 
downe and take theircaſe, that their After-- 


make them more miſerable? 'ſet them in a. 


. [ 


| reckoning may beas pleafing as their Repaſt; 
| EEES and. 
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6 | Meditations upon the z:. Palme. 
. and that they may be free from being ſolliciri 


'| dry intheeyesof theworld ; yettothem,they; - 


| | new; and hetakes themoff, inatime,when we 


de craſtino, tor taking care to provide for to 
morrow, ſeeing they havea Market .of provi- 
fion round about them, or rather their meat] 
ready dreſt to their hands for many dayes to 
come. Omy ſoule, thus arethe godly provi- 
ded for, by the Lord their Shepheard, and 
though their paſtures may ſeeme withered, and 


are greene, and pleaſing, and give more glad- 
nefle to their hearts, then theirs whoſe Corne 
and Wine, moſt abundantly increaſeth. And 
now, O my ſoule, is it not time.now to ſa 
Grace,and to acknowledge a thankfulneſlſe for 
this plenty of my meat, anddrinke ? and cant 
ſay a ſhortet Grace then.this, The Lord is my 
ſhepheard, 1 ſhall not want? | 

And yet perhaps there will be want forall} 
this; ſorif God bea Shephcard, will hee not 
ſheare his ſheepe 2 and if. hee ſheareme, will 
henot leave me bare and naked? and how then 
canT fay ;.I ſhall not want * God indeed is a 
Shepheard, that will ſheare his ſheepe , but hee 
will Topdere, not Dezlubere;, Hee will take off 
out old cloathes, but it 1s to, make way for 


may well ſpare them; indeed ina timegwhen it 
is. better for us tobe without them : and there- 
fore, neither is his ſhearing any cauſe, but I 
may ſay ſtill; The Lord & my fhepheard, 1 ſhall 
u0t want. : | {7 | 
And} 
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AndyertlT ſay ſtill, there will perhaps bee 
want for all this : For is it enough 'to have 
food, and rayment? Is.itenough 'to'! 
"and plefity © Alas! all theſe doe bur ferve for 
che body; there is no proviſion here for the 
ſoule: and if theſoule be nor providedfor; atl 
the reſt, is butthe care of Martha, troubled a- 
bout many things, and none of them needfull. 
But hethattold Martha of her errour, is it like 
he will commit the like errour himſelfe © No 
my ſoule, his principall care is of the ſoule; 
for hee reſtoreth my ſoule : but as he made mee 
nota living-ſouleat firſt, till hee had -made' the 


ro ſerve forimy {ſuſtenance : for to what pur- 
poſe were it to givea lite, and nota living *-ro 
givea Being; and not give meanes to maity- 
tainethatBeing* and wasit nor perhaps fro 
hence, that Chriſt t6oke his patterne-;*whenhe' 
taughtus, to Pray for daily bread, before wee 
Pray tor torgiveneſle of - Soc But though 
he provide firſt for the boy, which was made 
: firtt , yethe provides moſt tor theſoiite, which 


; was given laſt : Hee but teedes my body; bur]. 


| he teſtores my ſoule:: Hee miniſters romybo- 
| dy butaccidentall andoutward things ;but in- 
ward and ſubſtantiall comy foule. And why 

is it, that God provides more: for the ſoule, 

theri forthe body'y butbecaulſe the py of 
| | C arre 
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to have caſe 


| 


eatth, andthe truirs of the eatteo' ſerye for}| 
my living; ſo he Reſtoresnormy foulenow;J, 
till he harh firſt-leddemeinto Greene paſtures, | 
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| farre more worth then the body * for God is 
notas man, to take care of things out of fan- 
| ce, or upon miſtaking ; bur hee takes care. of 
things according as hee values them, and va- 
lues them according as they are worth; Num- 
quid cura Deo de Bovus, Doth God take care of 
Oxen? Indeed the Soule, in compariſon of the 
Body , is of farremore value, then the worth 
of an Oxe, in compariſon of a man. O that 
weecould be ſo wile, as to know the true va- 
lue, and worth of the ſoule! and to take care 
of things accordingtotheEir values ! we ſhould 
then certainly be more carctull of the ſoule, 
eſſe carefullof the body then weare: and be 
moreſenſible of that ſaying of Chriſt ; hat 
availes it aman, to gaine the whole world, aud to 
loſe his ſoule ? It may bee allowed perhaps to 
men, to provide firſt for the body, ſo they 
would provide moſt forthe foule,as God doth 
here : bur to provide firſt and moſt, for the bo- 
dy; and laſt; and leaſt for the ſoale, as moſt 
men doe, that I ſay not, all for the body, 
and nothing for the ſoule, as ſome men doe; 
This muſt needsþe extremely againſt all good. 
order; ſeeing it is {o direRtly againſt Gods. 
order, . 7 

But to what is it that God reſtores my 
ſoule  Itrmuſt beto ſomething that my ſoule 
had before, and hath not now: and ſoit is : Hee. 
reſtazes it, to its originall puritie,that was now 
|growne foule, and black with finne : for _ 

; whit 
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what good were it, to have ; greene paſtures, 


rall remper in affeQtions, that was growne 
diftempered with violence of Paſſions: for 


but he onely that is the good Shepheard, ahd 


lite, buthe gave not hislife, for he would per- 


downe neither, as a ſhepheard for his fheepe, 
but asa fheepe rather fot his ſhepheard : but 
this Shepheard gave his life for his ſheepe : 
Gave it, q«#4 oportuit indeed, becaule 1t was ne- 
ceflary he ſhould give it, but yet, 4#ia votut- 
roo, becaute hee would giue it; for if it had 
not beene voluntarie, it could nor have beene: 
acceptable; and if not acceptable, never cer- 
tainly have ſerved for a Ranſome; and if not 
Ran{omming, noReſtoring, —  _ 

' Butis itnot ſaid, The Shepheard was fmit- 
ten, and the ſheepe were ſcattered? and what 
was his ſmyting, but the Giving his life? and 
had henot done better to have kept his life, 
then leaving it, to leave his ſheepe to ſcatte- 
ring 2 O my ſoule, though they were ſcatte- | 
red for time, yetit wasbut tobe gathered to- | 


anda black ſoule! Hee reſtores it, to its natu- 


alas what good were it, to have ſtill watets, 
and turbulent ſpirits ! Hee reſtoresitindeed to, 
life, that was growne before, in a manner quite 
dead, and who could reſtore my - ſoule to- life, 


gdvehis litefor his ſheepe,whiclino ſhepheard | 
cyer did but Hee ? Sains Peter layd downe his} 


haps have kept it, if he might : he layd it not) 


gether againe witlithe greater joy ——_— - 
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he lefc his life, yet he left not his ſheepe : but 
had acare of them, evep indeath, for Noe had 
powerto lay downe his life, and power to take 
it up againe: and as he layd ix. downe for his 
ſheepes Ranſome,, ſo hee tooke it up for their 
juſtification. | | 
Every ſhepheard knowes that ſheepe are 
ſubje&ro many infirmities, and knowes many 
infirmities to which they are ſubjet; and 
hee as without his Boxec of Tarre, 
as the beſt remedie in _caſes.of danger, but it 
the danger pafle his Tarre-boxe, and touch 
aponthe life, he thengives them over;,and lets 
nature worke :but the Lord is a Shepheard of 
another nature, above the power ot Nature 
He reſtoreth the ſoule, when the life js in dan- | 
ger; hee hath wayes of curing, which no ſhep- 
heard knows of buthimſelfe;and if other helps 
fayle, he need but to ſay, Yolo, ſis ſanm, I will, 
Be thou whole :, and without any Tarre-boxe, it | 
isa preſent, remedie. And may I not now juſt- 
ly lay 4 The Lord i my ſhepheard ; T ſhall not. 
want ? 5 | 
_ Andyet perhaps there will be want forall 
this: foris itenough, that he reſtore my ſoule, 
and then leave ine? Whatis it to reſtore my. 
ſoule, but to pur-it 7» ſtatu quoprizs, in theſtate | 
it was madeat firſt; which, was after the Image 
of God in holineſfe, and righteouſheſle 2 and 
if I could not - continue in this Rate, when: 
made init, how ſhall I continueirt it, when re. 
5 aro  ſored 


Meditations upon the 2yPſalme. | 1: 

ſored to it? Hee will therefore ſupply this | 
want too : for having -reſtored my foule in 
righteoufnefle ; Hee will leade mee in the paths 'F 
F righteouſneſſe: that though left to my ielte, L 
I rookea wrong guide, and. went aſtray; yet xd 
when he leades me, that is. the way it ſelfe, I | 
may' be ſure, I cannot poſſibly goe out of rhe | 
Way. 
Bur alas, O Lord, theſe paths of righteouſ- |. 
neſſe, have along time {o little beene trequen-. 
ted, thatall prints of a path, are almoſt cleane 
worneout ; that itis a hard matter now but to 
find where the paths lye, and if wee ican-find 
them, yet they are ſo.narrow, and fo: tull of. 
rubbes ; that without ſpeciall aſſiſtance, jt is an. 
impoſſible thing, not ro; Fall, or ;goe aſtray. |; 
_ {Even ſome Angels, andthoſe no meane ones, 
! were not able to goe right intheſe pathes of 
righteouſnefſe, but for wantof leading, went | 
awry, and periſhed.. O therefore, Thou the | 
great Shepheard of my ſoule, as thouart plea- | 
{ed of thy grace to leade me into them;- ſo | - 
| vouchſafe with thy Grace toleade me in them: : 
for though in themſelves they bee pathes. of 
righteouſneſſe, yetto me, they will bee but 
paths of erxour. , it thou vouchſafe not, as 
{ wellto Icade me inthem, as into them. O- the:; , 
{ comfortable pathes of righteouſneſle; the ve- 
ry paths in which Enoch walked with God, 
and which walked in as they ſhould be, will { 
bring usto a better Paradiſe, then that of . our is 
was IF Rs 
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iz | Meditations upon the #34. P/alme. 
firſt Parents. For if God leade us in theſe 
paths , theſe paths leade us to the place, where 
the Goats ſhall be put onthe left hand, and the 
ſheepe be taken on the right, that now I am 
certainly cometo the _ cauſe of my glo- 
rying to ſay; The Lord ismy ſhepheard, I ſhall 
z0t want : forathis righthand is the fulneſle of 
Joy forevermore. | 
| But why is it, thatthis great Shepheard will 
doetheſec greatthings for me'? Is-it becauſe 
he findes me to be a ſounder ſheepe, and co | 
have fewer blemiſhes upon me then ſome 0- 
ther? Alasno; for Iam nothing but blemi- 
ſhes, and unſoundnefſe all over, but, Hee will 
doe it for his Names ſake; For ſeeing hee hath 
-raken upon him the Name of a good ſhep- 
heard, he will diſcharge his part, whatever his 
ſheepe be: It is nor their being bad ſheepe, that 
can make him leave being a good ſhepheard, 
bur he will be good, and maintaine the credit 
of his Name, in ſpight of all their badnefſe : 
and though no benefit come tothem of it, yer 
there ſhall glory accrew to him by it, and his 
Name ſhall neverthelefle be magnified, and 
extolled., : | - 
But now, O my ſoule, though T can ſay, I 
ſhall not want: yetcanT fay, I ſhall nor feare ? 
For isnot Feare an inſeparable companion of 
Mortalitie ? and can I then chooſe but feare, 
that know my ſelfe ro be mortall, and know 
alſo what the condition is of being mortall ? 
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Not onely that I may dye, but that I muſt 
dye: and not onely muſt ane day, but may this 
day; Alas, this very. minute. |. Ifeaxe indeed 
when I conſider my owne frailtie : but whea.I 
conſider that the Lord is my Shepheard, . L 
then am armed againſt all feare, againſt this 
feare of death itſelfe : Hee that makes me to 

walke in Greene paſtures, and in paths of 
righteouſneſſe, and keepes me from want: hee 

alſo leades me by the hand, as I walke, and 
peer me from teare : Tea, thow I walke in the 
walley, of the ſhadow of death, I will feare no cuill: 

Thoughl bebroughtto never ſo-great extre+ 
mitie: though brought as. low as: the Valley 
of death, though brought as necre to. Death. 
as the ſhadow to-the body; though brought 


will feare noevill. Theſhadow of death may 

erhaps be farre enough from it,. for all our 
Firs is, but the ſhadow of death: butthe Valley. 
of the ſhadow muſt needsbe clole todeath, as 


being the yery entrance to. it; yet if I were| 
brought to this. doore of death, if brought | 


within the doore, and compaſled about with 
Death, yerfor all this, forall thatcanbe ſaid, 
or done, I will teare noevill. Will you not? 
will you not feare evill, when the evill is ſo 
eminent, and the danger ſo great ? Is the face 
of Death no more terrible, butthat you dare 
looke upon it,  withour feare 2. Though. it be: 
tho reproach of the. wicked,,to, feare where 
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| 14 | Meditations upon the 1; .Pſalme.| 
_ there is no cauſeof feare, yet not to feare where 
there is cauſe, can be no commendation inthe 
godly. And why then will David ſpeake thus : 
more likea defperareman, then one that were 
well adviſed? No doubt, David will give] - 
good reaſon for that hee ſpeakes; As it were 
deſperatneſle, not to feare, wherethere is Im- 
minentdanger:So it were cowardile to feare, 
where there is eminent comfort: Lay then the! 
comfort to the danger, and you will cafily ex- 
cuſe David, for fearing no evill. You have 
ſeenethe Danger,now heare the Comfort: The 
Lord my fhepheard i withmee. For he is never 
abſent from his Aock: his rodde, and his Puff 
| they comfort- mee + and may they not juſtly 
| 


comforrme, when with them'he 15 able to re- 
| covera ſheepe, though falling downe the ſtce- 
| peſt- Precipyce, or though already in the 
| Woltes mouth, orin the pawes of the Lyon. 
| Indeed, iff Thad. notmy Shepheard with nee; 
| Or if 'my 'Shepheard had not his inſtraments 
| with him, I might juſtly thenbe in feare of e- 
vill ; but what evill can I feare now, when I 
have my Shepheard,and my Shepheard his In- 
{truments ; hi rod, and his ſtaffe , Both Inſtru- 
ments of comfort ; and not onely of comfort, 
bur of incouragement; both Inftruments of 
preſerving. * | 
But is it well underſtood, what his Rod,and 
his Staffemeane © For, they may as well bee” 
inſtruments of correcting, as defending zandit 
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of defending, there is then juſt-cauſe they| 
ſhould be comforts : butif of correRing, whae|. 
comforts can they be' 2 for what comfort can 
it be, to becorreced £ O my foule, greatcom- 
tort to me, that know the nature of this Shep- 
heard.as I doe: ftordoe not I know,that whom | 
he.loves, he corrects; and therefore whom: he 
correc, it is a certaine Argument that -hee 
loves ?. Indeed, if the Rodde and the Stafte; | 
were inthe hands of anenemie;T ſhould then} 
feare them, as inſtruments for my evill, but 
being in his hands that is my Shepheard; now 
theyare butas my owne weapons put into an 
abler hand, that can, better manage them for 
my good, then I could doe my ſelte. Could 
Moſes with his rod fetch water our of a Rock, 
and ſhall not God with his rod, bring comfort 
out of trouble 2 Could Faceb with his ſtaffe 
paſſe over Jordan, and rcturne enriched with 
heards of cartel, and ſhall not Gods ſtaffe| 
make me paſſe over the Jordan of this world, 
and bring mee home with troopes of joy ? 
Shall nor his rod, though it wound me, com- 
fortme; when Iknow he wounds, burtothe 
end' hee may apply a Plaiſter ? Shall not his 
ſaffe, though ir beat me, comfortme; when ir 
is but to beat the duſt out of mee, that am no- 
| thing butduſt ? Bur moſt of all, muſt nor his 
_ { rod needs comfortime, when it is his rod, that 
| makes me lye downe in greene paſtures 2 Muſt 
not his ſtafte needs comtort me, when-it is. his 
D ſtaffe, 
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ſtaffe, that keepes me rightin the paths of righ- 
teouſnefſe £ Oh ſweet Rod, hewens I chooks 
- kifſe _ t _— ſtaffe, - — thee } 
ſeeing it 1s. long of you, that his greene' 
fate cndhi ns of rightcouſneſle doe he 
any good; forthey would certainly doe mee 
hurt; his greene paſtures would pamper upmy 
fleſh400-much; his pathes of ri tncoulneſſe 
would puffe wp my ſpirits too much , If his, 
Rod, and his Staffe were not uſed as Modera- 
tours. _ you aw a — 
paths of righteou ould pufteup the fpi- | 
rits : Remember Saint Pazl, >. whom <a 
was'givenathorne inthe fleſh, leſt his walking 
inthe paths of rightcouſnefſe,ſhould puſfe him. 
up.. Bur if therod, and the ſtafſe, intheſe ſen> | 
fes, may not be ſufficient comfort to takeaway 
all cauſeof feare;ar leaſt, there ſhalt come fa 
# Rod, ont of the Bemme of Feſſe : (indeed to-Da-: 
vid in particular, aſpeciall comfort )that wilt 
certainly be fufficientagainftall feare, though 
I walke inthe Valley of the ſhadow of death; 
for this Rod, as a Moumaine ſhall 11 all 
Valleys; andas the fubſtance, ſhall fulfill all 
'ſhadowes; and as the true life, ſhall ſwallow 
up Death tn victory. And is there not a.ftafſe 
that will doeas much 2 the ftafſe upon which 
Facob leaned; when he was a dying ? when he 
was indeed 1n the Valley of the ſhadow of 
Death? O my foule, having this Staffe of Fs- 
cob to kane upon; this Rodde. of the RE 
0 


.—— EI. —— 


Meditations uponthe 23.P ſake, 


Riot , 


anyevill, though walke in nnihy of the 
ſhadow of. death. For why ſhould: 1/beate 
Death, which is but the' partiiig:of the foule 
fromthe body, ſeeing I cannot come: to: God 
with them both at once, burthey mult firſt 'bee 
parted one from another.? My ſoule cannot 
come tothe light of life, if my body: bee not 


_ {ſhadow, forthe ſubſtance of death can never 
take hold upon it,it my ſoule be gone before 
totake poſlefiion of the Li. O then vouch- 
fate, O God, to bring my 1 , and after 


rhe light of Life; andthen'I'fhallhave cauſe, 


| Lord «my ſhepheard, I ſhall uot want.. - | 
| - Butif itbedoubredſtill, how itcanbe,that 
| Godsrodde, and his ſtaffe; thould becomtorts 
to the godly, theh 'marke the-iffuc;' and fee 
what followesuponhis Rod, and: his:Stafſe 4 | 


of my enemies : Thou anoymeſt my head with Ole, 
my-cuppe rannerh over.- For this is a ſure \rule 
with God, thar his chaſtenitigalwayesends in 
cheriſhing, if he ſtrike with hisRod, and per- 
haps breakes the head with his Staffe, he gives 
Oyle preſently to anoynt it, and to it 
ole againe. -If he make mee to keepe Fa- 


of Foſſero be my comfort I ſhall make my 
ſelfeunworthy of protection, if I ſhould feare 


firſt inthe ſhadow of death: indeedbut-inthe | 


| oule-ttrft, | 
it, a hs, 10 theſhadow:gt:Death, into. 
[juſt cauſe to ſay, and'to glory in layingy 'The 


Ring-day today, he allowes meoa feaſt for it 
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Thou prepareſt a Table befare mee, in the preſence. Parſe 5. : 
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: | Meditations upon:the 22. Palme. 
to morrow, and then my cuppe ſhall —_ 
over. | | 
-. Hitherto: God hath vouchſafed to bee @ 
Shepheard, and David hath beene his ſheepe ; 
Now God will be a Conquerour, and David 
ſhall bea King.. Now Godas a Conquerour 
will beſtow tayours on his friends, and diſgra - 
ces upon his enemies, and therefore now the 
Scenealters: where it was before in the field, 
it is now within doores; and where David be- 
forc ſpake inthe third Perſon, he ſpeakes now 
inthe ſecond, Thow prepareſt a Table beforemee , 
and this:isro feaſt his friends : 1n the preſence of 
vine enemies; andthis is to confound his ene- 
mics, n—_— a Table before him, is it 
ſcltea favoutzburtthe greatueſſe of the favour 
| 18in this, thata Table 1s-prepared before him, 
in the preſence of his Enemies. Forasthere is 
no ſuch joy of proſperitic to the godly, as 
whenthcir- enemies ſee the proſperitic they 
arcin; it being-a kind of revenge, that God 
takes.upon their enemies, in their behalfe : fo 
there is no ſuch Tragedieto thewicked, as to 
be made ſpeRatours of the proſperitic of the 
godly; itbcing the greatelt affront, that can 
beto their expeRation, toſce them advanced 
whoin they both hated, and deſpiſed. Could 
Haman.have had a greater afflition, then to ſee 
Mordecai om. and himſclfetorced to bee 
an inſtrumentin his advancing ? /idebunt quem 
transfixerunt, They ſhall ſce him, mhow they pier- 
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| ranneth aver, This is his Plentie : that where | 
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| Kingdome. Hee that had enemies inſulting. 
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ced,. ſhall be one of the miſeries, and perha 
one of the greateſt in Hell it ſclfe. Po | 
Andnowis David a King, and as a King, 
bath Honour and Plentie z Thow anoynteſt my 
head with oye, This is his Honour, My cuppe 


he ſaid before, The Lord w my ſhepheard, I ſhall 
not want : hee _ as juſtly ſay now; The 
Lord is my rewarder, I ſhallabound. 
Butis 1t not that in the Perſon of David 
here, there isa Reference ro Chrift himſclfe, 
fecing iris all verefied in him, that is ſpoken 
here? Hee that hungred ſo-long, till Sathan 
thought he could havecaten ſtones, hath now 
a Tony before him; a Table where 
the godly ſhall fic, and cat with him in his | 


over him ;hath now all his encmics made his 
foot-ſtoole, Sinncand Death, Sathanand his: 
members, lyeproſtrate under him. - Hee that 
had his Head pricked with: thornes, hathinow 
his Head anoymed with Oyle : with the-oyle 
of gladneſſe above his fellowes. Hee: that 
thirſted, and could get bur Vinegar todrinke, | 
hath now ſuch-plenty, that his cup runneth 0- 
ver: All poweris given him, both in Heaven 
and Earth. Art leaſt in the perſon of David, 
there will berelationtoall the godly : Now 
Lazarus that could notget ſo muchas crummes | 
from Dives his Table, ſhall have a Table him= 
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fared deliciouſly every day, hall bee glad to 
ſtand _—_— Liar Table, for a drop of 
water: that the godly may well be content to 
be in penurie a-while, ſeeing they ſhall have a 
Table ere long prepared before them : They 
may well be content to let their Enemies bee | 
maſters awhile, ſeeing they ſhall have them 
cre long to be waytcrs upon them : They may 
well becontent to hang downe their heads for 
awhile, ſecing their headscre long thall bee a- 
noynted with Oyle: They may well be con- 
rent to have hard meaſure for a time, ſcei 
the time will be ſhortly, that their Cup ſhal. 
runne over, And now, O my foule, will not 
all this ſerve to comfort thee, in this vale of 
miſcrie* Artthouſobelotted on things pre- 
ſent, as to have no confideration, to make no 
valuation of things to come, and to come ſo 
ſhortly * ſo ſhortlyall, thattheyare'put inthe 
Preſcattenſe, as if they were come already ? 
Bur if . David cannot over-rule thee as a 
King, let him ar leaſt perſwade thee as a Pro- 
phet ; for now you ſhall have him a Prophet, 
_ Votarie, and wy y- 7 pam _ 
j, Mercy, and goodneſſe , ſhall. ee, all the 
Jr life : and this 15his Vow; 1will dwelt 
in the bouſe of the Lord for ever. | 
Butis Devids Prophecic like to bee true * | 
will Mercic, and Goodnefle, follow him all 
the dayes of his life? Omy ſoule, it was true 
in Daved, it ſhall be truc in all the godly : for 


_ whom 
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whom God loverh, heloverh totheend, and 
Mercic, and Goodneſle, ſhall follow them all 
( the dayes of their life : Mercy,to commilerate; 
and Goodneſſe to relieve : Mercie to beare 
with infirmities, and Goodneffſe to ſupply 


and Goodneſlſeto be a Governeſſe in Profpe- 
ritie. Alas | O Lord, if thy Mercic thould nor 
follow me. thy Juſtice would : if thy Good- 


might caſily forctell the miferable cftate I 
ſhould be in : as now that Mercie and Good- 
nefſe follow me, one that isno Prophet may 
eafily tell the happy condition I ſhall be in. 
| Althoughthis perhapsbenorſo much a Pro- 
| phecic, asa Faithin Davis, at Ikaſt a Prophe- 
———— may make to then 
ſelves by Faith, to zred of the mercy and 
goodnefie of God, and nat to follow them for 
a time, and then give over, butto follow them 
all thedaycs of rheir hfe. Bur what? nolon- 
| gerthen all the 
leave them? Nomy foule, bur all the dayes| 
of that life, that ſhall never leavethem. Orhe 
comfortable dofrine of Faith! farre more 


knew; for that went no further, then! Amte 0b5- 
tvs. nemo ;25 though-no man could be happy 
till his death 5 where by this it appeares thar 


wants: Mercic tobean affiſtant in Adverſaric, . 


neſſe ſhould not follow mee, thy Vengeance | 
would; andthen one that were no Prophet, 


of rhcir life, and then | 


comfortable then Heathen Philoſophie ever | 


mcenmay bee happy while they live:: for if a 


man} 
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neſſe of God follow him, as certainly a greater 
happineſſe there cannor be : then feeing they 
ſurcly follow the godly, all che dayes of their 
life; ſurely a godly man is happy while hee 


-lives. Bur then the ſureneffe is long of the mer- 


cy, and notof theman: for it ſcemes he would 
goc farre-enough from it, it Mercy did not 
tollow him : but now that hee is followed by 
Mercy and Goodnefſe, hee cannot goe fo faſt 
fromrthem, but they will overtake him, and 
make him happy. O mercifull God, ſo frame 
my heart, that Imay not flye from thy Mercy, 
and putitro follow mee at leaſt let it ſo fol- 
low me, thatitmay overtake me: for then 1 
ſhall have the happineſle to bee able to keepe 
my vow, that 1 will dwell iu thy houſe for ever : 
butratherI ſhall have the favour, as an effect 
of thy Mercy, that 1 ſhall dwell in thy houſe for 
ever. Forit this bea Vow, it isa ſtrange one, 
whereall the benefit is to him that makes the 
Vow, and none atall to whom it is made, for 
what is it-to God, whitherI dwell in his houſe 
orno-? ſuch Vowers God may have cnow. 


OO my ſoule, to vow to dwell in Gods houſe, 


is to-yvow to be his ſervant; and to bee his ſer- 
vant, is to ſerye him in holineſſe, and righte- 
ouſneſle, allthe dayes of our life, and though 
this ſervice be no benefit to God, as indeed no 


' more isanything I can doe, for my goodnefle 
extendcth nottohim : yetthe Vow to bee his 
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ſervant being well performed, will bee more | 
acceptable to him, then if I ſhould vow as 
Fephhe did, to ſacrifice his onely Daughter, 

ut wee need not ſtand to juſtiie Davids 
Vow: for ir ſeemes not ſo much a Vow of Da- 
vid to God , as afavour of God to David,thart 
when his mercy hath followed him all the 
dayes of his life, he will rake him afterwards 
to live with himſclfe, and though his body for 
a time bg caſt out of doores, yet his ſoule ſhall 
preſently be received into his houſe, there to 
dwell with him and his Angels; not as a fer- 
vant, but as ſonne , ſeeing noae but ſonnes a- 
bide inthehouſe for ever. Which in the per- 
ſon of David, is no leſſe the Portion, and ma 
beas well the comfort of all the godly, and 1s 
but the expreſſing of that in a higher 

ſtraine , which was ſaid at firſt in a 
lower ſtyle; The Lord « my 
fhepheard : I ſhall nos 


want. 
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SEVENTH PSALME 
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LINE Ek Lord is my light, and my 
pA) [4 Js  falvation,whom ſhall Ifeare? 

I > ; the Lord 6s. the ſtrength of 
- Go) [2G l my bfe, of whom ſhal T be 
— _ ofrad 


2 Fhenthe wicked; even mine enemies, and 
my foes, cones me, to eate np my Mt ſh; fo 
flumbled, and fell . 

23 Though anhoſt ſhauld encampe againſl me; 
my heart ſhall not feare, theugh Warre ſhoula 
riſe qgainſ} me, in this will The confident. 3 
4 One thing have I deft red of the Lud. that | 
will T /eeke after, that I may dwell in the 'boute| 
E 2 61 
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of the Lord, all the dayes of my life , to behold 
Temple. 
in kis Pavilion; in the fecret of bis Tabernacle 


mine enemies round about me ; therefore will I ofe 
fer in his Tabernacle > 2 of joy 1 wil ſang; 


my: 
| helpe.; leave me not neither forſake mee,0 God of 


| Deliuer mee not over to the Wil of mane 
| enemies ; for falſe witneſſes are riſen up againſt 


the beautie of the Lord: ; and to inquire in bs boly 
5 For in the time of trouble, hee (hall hide mee 


\ſhail bee bide me ; be [hall ſet me upon a Rock. 
6' Ananow ſhall my head be lifted up above | 


yea, 1 will ſing praiſes unto the Lord, 

7 Heare,O Lord, when I cry with my vayce: 
have mercy alſo upon me,and anſwer me. 
8 IWhentho ſaydſt, ſeeke yee my face; my 
heart ſaid unto thee, . thy face Lord, wil 1 3 ke, 
9 Hydenot thy face farre from mee ; put not 
thy ary in anger : Thouh 


my ſalvation. 
10 Whenmy father, and my mother farſake 
mee ; then the Lord Wil take mee up, 

' 11. Teach me thy may,O Lord, and leade mee 
m a = path, becauſe of mine enenues. 


mee ; . and fuch as breathe out cruettie. 
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12 1 bad fainted, unleſſe I had belereved to 
ſee the goodneſſe of the Lord, in the land of the 
living. | 

14 Waite on the Lord, bee of good cons 
rage, and bee ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart , waite 
I /ay, on the Lord. | 
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p22 Ight which makes all things viſt- perſe 1, 
> ble, was the firſt made, of all vi- 
CAV2 ; ſible things: and whether God 
P34 didit, for our example or no, I 
EXT GD US Þ know not: butever ſince, in im- 
mitation of this manner of Gods proceeding ; 
thefirſt thing we doe, when wee intend to doe 

any thing, is to get us- ; Light. Indeed Light, is 
not onely a dire@our , but a comforter A: 
and nothing naturally ſtrikes ſo much ter. 
| rour, as Darkneſle : for when wee are in the | 
darke, not onely wee are apt to take into our | | 
fancies, all frightfultobjects, but we know not 
t how to rake our ſteps, for feare of walls, and 
threſholds. Iris every ones caſe, to have the 
Sunnefor his light; bur it is nor every - ones | 
happineſle, to have God for his Light;- and 


| alas, 


et 
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alas, if I ſhould rruſtto the Sunne for lighr, 1 
ſhould be left in darkneſle, every day, at.leaſt 
at night: but God is a Sunne that never ſets: 
hee is Light himſelfe, heeis Light it ſelfe : and 
therefore itis good truſting to God for Light: 
for ſo I ſhall be ſure, neither day nor night, to 
be left indarknefſe. O thougreat Creatourof 
1 Light, Thou Light of all creatures, vouch- 

fate to ſhineupon me, and to lighcen mydark- 
neſſe, that netther any Objects of terrour may 
make mee to tremble, nor any Threſholds of 
errourmay make meeto ſtumble, but that T 
may walke fecurelyin the confidence of this , 


| whom now, ſhould L be afraid * #7 
Bur, is it enough that God bee my Light 2 
what if I my ſelfebe blind * what good then 


natio mea; God i my Enlightening too, Hee is 
bothmy Light, and my fight : my Light, by 
which to ſee ; and my frght, with which to ſee 
my Lieht, to make walls, and threſholds viſi- 
ble; and my fight, to make me able to avoide 


| 


The Lord is my Light : for of what then, of | 


will his Light doemee* It is true and there- | 
fore David ſtayes not here , but, Dems illnmi.-. | 


; 


them. If ir were not for Light,I ſhould be al- | 


wayes inthe darke, if it werenot for ſight, I 
ſhould bee darke my felfe : No illumination 
without both : and never both, but onely from 
God. Thereis one indeed; who hath gotten 
hima Name, to be called Zucifer, asthough it 


— 


were hee, that brought us Light :'when God | 


knowes | 
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knowes but for him, we ſhould have had:no 
darknefle: yet he pretends to both, both to: 
Light, and rocnlightaing : biit alas, his li 
is but umpoſturez his enhghtning, burillufton: 
forashe cantransforme himſelte into an-An- 
ell of light; ſohecan transforme-the light it 
elfe, and make it ſeeme light, whenit is indeed 
darke: and therefore his light can.never make 
Walls and Threſholds to: be truly viſtble :and 
as little can. his enlightening, make us able to 
avoide them. For this' was tryed in our- firſt 
Parents, whoupon his Enlightening,had their 
eyes openedindeed, but + to ſee Good 
andEvill; nat todiſtinguiſhi good from evill, 
and therefore.could 'not:enable them; cannot 


| his light,doe ſtumble and fallat the Threſhold 
of errour; ſothey thatare led by his enligh- 
tening, doe runtheir heads againſt the Walls 
| of imapietic; Noavoidingof Walls and Fhre- 
ſholds; Noſhunning the ſnares of Sathan, the 
illufions of this Zcfer, but onely by fayingif 
truly ſaying z Deus illuminatio-mea, God is my 
enlightening ; and then we may ſafely inferre, 
of whats of whom ſhould Tbeafraid'?-  - +; 

Indeed David might well fay.; Dew: illumi- 
patio mea; God is my Enlightening : Secing God 
hadenlightened him, notonelyto ſee, bur'to 
bea Scer, which.is a Prophet: bat what is this! 
tous, whoare farre from any ſuch: enlighte- 


| 


us, to avoid:theevill. - But as they, thatfollow |. 


ning, to ſceas Prophets 2 O my fouls; itis c- 
F. __hough 
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Geatiles ; yetas Chriſt was the glory. of his 
peopleIſrael : ſo heis a Light, to lighten the 


: 


nough for us; that Chriſt is the great Seer, in 
whoſe Light; wee ſhall fee light: and m_ 
Divid wereof the Jewes, and wee bee of the 


Gentiles': and therefore Dews illuminatio mea, 
God is my enlightening , as fit forus to ſay, as it 
was for David. | 

But doth. Gods.cnlightening- ſerve onely 
fora ſafeguardagainſt Walls and Threſholds* 
Alas! the light of the Sunne, and. the enligh- 
rening of Nature would fervetodoethis : and; 
what need we thento fecke any other 2 O' my 
ſoule, there are ſpiritualt. Walls, and Thre- 
ſholds, which no Sunne cafi make us.ſee, which 


- | Nature her ſelfe isnotableto fees onely Gods 


enlighteiiing, harch the influence: to. doe it. 
Thereisa Wall. of finne, the Partition Wall 
betweene God and us: the Wall. that barres us 
from havingacceſſe to:God : and this. Wall, 
the naturall manſces.not, neichercan fee: Illu- 
mination onely makes. it viſible. . There is a 
Threſhold of pride in_the heart. of man, a 
ſwelling of. ſelfe-love, that. lyes.in the way 
wee areto paſte, arid is. a cauſe. of. ſtumbling 1f 
not avoyded-: and this:Threſholdthe nacurall 
man ſees.not,neithercan ſee;;.onely Gods illu- 


mination makes ableto-ſee it; And many other | 


Walls and Threſholds there:ate, which with- 


out Illumination canneverbe- ſeene, and not | 
| feene, can never beayoided; and. not avoided, 
are 


_— ——_— 
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are cauſe of falling into. endlefſe perdition, 
And as Illumination makes us to. ſe theſe 
ſights of Terrour, ſo it makes us to ſee alſo 
ſights of Comfort ; It makes us ſee Death-lye 
dead before us, and ſwallowed up in Victory; . 
It makes us ſee the powers of Hell aſtoniſhed, | 
as notable tocndurethe luſtre of this Light: 
It makes us {ee the dooresof Heavenopen, in- 
to which by vertue of this. Light wee have, 


vilible, God himſelte thatis our enlightenia 
' [inwhoſe Preſence, is the fulneſle of Joy for 
evermore; and of whom then, of what now 
ſboyuld 1 heafraide-; 7 egy i fo 
Theſe iindeed-bee :comfortable ſights, but 
what comfort for-me to {ce them, if I bee not 
ſureI ſhall enjoy'tthem ? and how can Ibeany 
{more ſuretocnjoy them, thenthe Angells thar | 
fell : For they had Illuminarion, 'in @ greater 
meaſurethenTcanhoperohave it;.and yetfor 
all their 1!lumination, they ſtumbled at the 
| Threſhold of Pride: and ranne their heads a- 
gainſ the, Wallof ſinne,and utterly loſt; Alas 
ave loſt forever, all. benefit, of all theſecom- 
| fortable ſights. All this is:true, and. therefore 
David ſtayes not here'neither ; but Dews #/lu- 
minatio mea, & {alus mea ;, God is my enlightening, 
and my ſalvation too, and this hee was not. to 
the Angels thatfell:-hee left them at-Iilumi- 
nation, neverconducted them'to ſalvation, for 


meanes to enter : It makes us ſechim thatis in- | 


if hee had dotie this, their Illumination bad 
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| never beene turned into-darkneſſe, eitherthey 
had not ſtumbledat all. orat leaſt not ſo ſtum- 
bled, as to fall. It 'God were onely my illu- 
- mination, Tſhould by that light goe to Yideo 
meliora probog, , but ſhould preſently follow it 
with Deteriora ſequor : but when he is my ſalya- 
tion too « this makes-me breake off a Detcriora 
fequor : and where God was heard to ſay; Per- 
ditio tuatx teO Tſract, Thy-deſtruction 1s from 
thy ſelfe, O Iſrael : Now to:heare him fay, 
| Ego autems ſalus tua, but I am thy ſalvation, If 
my illumination reflected upon my ſelfe, to 
make me'ſceme _ in'my owne eyes,” as 


| though Thad ſomething which+I:had: not re- 
| ceived;therindeed Tſhould bee in' the eaſe of 


the Angels thatfell; for ſo did they: but now | 
that my illamination refle&s upon God : and | 
makesmeſecallgoodnefle to be originaly in 
him, none inmy ſelfe, but what. he-is pleaſed 
to impart, ot 4mpute unto me; Now iUlumi- | 
nation becomes a ſtep to falyarion.andas'the 

arefree indeed whom the Spirit frees, fo'they 
are ſafe indeed, whom God ſaves, and of what 
then; of whomnow, ſhould I beafraidF *--. 

- Bitthough God bemy ſalvation} yet this 
perhaps may beonely inthe life to cotne, and 
if it beno more but ſo, I may doeillenough in 
this preſent life, for all his falvationin the 
next; and:bavelI not cauſethento: bee afraid ? 
To free thee therefore of this fcruple, David 
ſtayes not here neither; but,Godwmy ſalvation, 
| and | 
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and the ſtrength of my life too, Not onely of my | 
lifero.come, whichwill be ſtrong: of it ſelfe, 
but of my preſent life, which hath no ſtrength 
butin him. Or rather ſeeing godlineſſe hath 
the promiſe of both lifes,both of this life,and 
the life to come, the firſt ſhall be firſt ſerved, 
andthenif God be theſtrengrhof my preſent 
life, there thall bein it no preſent weakneſle : 
and if no weakneſle, there need bee no feare, 
and of what then z of whom now, ſhould I be. 
afraid ? | ; 

But though Gods ſtrength be ſufficient to 
defend me, if Lhad no enemies ::Or if I were 3 = 
to fight-bur a ſingle combat, yetcanit-be: ſufh- | 
cientto-preſerve me, when an Army of ene- 
miesaſſaulrs meat once? and can Echooſe bur 
! feare, when Iknow my ſelfe unable-to refift< | 
! © my foulc, take heed thou be not inthe num- 
ber of thoſe, to whom it was ſaid ; What feare "4 
ye, 0 yecof little faith ? For what canan Army 
doe, againſtthearme of God 2 What can all 
Might do,againſt him that is Almightie: Have | 
| my enemies any ſtrength, but what they have 
from-God 2 And can they have any ſtrength | 
6 - [from him.,againft me, when hee employes his | "Fj 
ſtrength againſt them forme 2 No my ſoule, | | 
| thoweh an hoſt encampe againſt mee ,, though waxre | 
bee maae upon mee, yet as long as God-is the 
ſtrength of my life, itis neither the multitude, 
northeir malicethatcan hurt mee, bur. rather 
theirvery maliceis the meanes,theirmultitude 
| F 3 cannot. 


Co 
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{cannot hurtme, fur Malice hinders 11lumina- | 
tion, and makes them, they cannot ſee their | 
way z that when they came upon mee, and 
| thought they had meſure enough; even then 
I was ſureenough from their having: For hee 
that is the ſtrength of my life, had layd a 
block in their way, which for want of Illumi- 
4 nation;they ſaw not, at which they ſtumbled, 
and fell, | ] 

Bur yet, it is a grievous thing to have Cani- | 
balls for ones enemies, and ſuch my enemies 
| ſeemetobe: They ſecke not more to deſtroy 
mee, then devoure mee : They.came upon mee 
| tocatup my fleſh, as if Thad beene their ſham- 

bles, Itis not —_— could kill mee, but 
they could find in their hearts to eat me: The 
are not ſatisfied with procuting my death, if 
| they bee not themſelves atoursin it: Iris not. 
| enough for them to have my-bloud, unleſſe 
| their owne hands be.imbrued in it : Indeed 
thereis no ſuchdaintiediſh to a malicious ſto- 
mack, as the fleſh of an enemy , it goes downe 
without chewing , and they ſwallow it up 
whole like Cormorants. But.though Malice 
havea ravenousſtomack, yet.ſhe hath but ſlow 
diſgeſtion; though her teerh be ſharpe, yet her 
feerarclame, atleaſt apt to ſtumble, and this 
| made well for Davia, for when his enemies 
| came upon him, to cate up his fleſh, becauſe | 
they came uponthe feetof malice, they ſtum- 
bledand fell. A man may ſtumble, and yet 


not 


| _ 
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nobfall, butto ſtumble, and fall withall;” is the 1 
roperſtumbling of the wicked, and eſpecial- 
[ly of. the' maliciouſly wicked :. and ſuch,, it 
ſcemes wasthe ſtumbling of Davids enemies, - 
becauſe his enemies: were ſuch; and ſuch-I 
doubt not ſhall.-bee. the ſtumbling. of my ene- | 
mies, becauſe mineare ſuch; and of what then, | 
of. whom now, ſhould Lbe afraid * . 
But to- the end. I may have ſome exerciſe 
for my. illumination, that it ſtand-not idle; 
and may have ſometeſtimonie for my falvati- 


on, that it grow not doubttull; There: & one” [77,4 4. 


thing I have deſired of the Lord, and that 1 will 
ſecke after , that I may dwell in the of the- 
Lord,all the dayes of my life, to behold the beautie | 
of. the Lord. : and to enquire in his holy Temple. 
This beholding of Gods beauty, will be acon- 
tinuall exerciſe for my Illumination ; and this | 
enquiring in Gods holy. Temple, will give me 
aſlurance of my ſalvation. . 

It were very hard, if David making but one | 
requeſt to God, that God ſhould deny him 2 
for hath he not bidden us to aske, and wee 
ſhould have? and could David aske lefle, then | 
to aske but one thing 2 No my:ſoule: God de-| 
nied itnotto-David, nor will. deny: it to thee, 
nor to any other. that ſhall aske it itt Faith|:| ,- 
and ſpecially if heeaske it to ſo:good an « 
as Daviddoth here;tobehold the beauty of the | 
Lord, and to enquire inhis holy Temple. | 
But ſccing David would make but. one: re- 

queſt |- 
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» queſtto God, why would he not make a'grea- 
| ter  foralas, what a poore requeſt is this, to 
deſirete dwell in Gods houſe 2 and what to 
doe but onely toſee 7 and: to ſee what? but 
onely a Beautie, a fading thing, at moſt but to 
enquirez and whatis his enquiring *- but onely 
to Th newes; a vaine-fancie; and what 
cauſe inany. of theſe why David ſhould make 
it his requeſt to God ? But marke; O my ſoul 
whatgoes with it, Take altogether; to behol 
the beauty of the Lord, and to-enquire in his holy 
Temple : And now tell mee, if there be, tell me 
if there can beany greaterrequeſt tobe made? 
any greater cauſeto be earneſt about it? For 
though worldly beauty bea fading thing, 
the Beauty of the Lord ſhall condane. ike 
the world irſelfe fhall fade away ; and though 
enquiring after newes bea vaine fancie, yet| 
to. enquire in Gods Temple, is the way to 
learne, there is no new thing undertheSunne 
and there it was that So/omen learned, thatall is 
vanitie, Indeed this one thing-that Davida de- 
fires, is in cffe, that Unwm neceſſariums that 
Chriſt ſpeakes of in the Goſpell; which Mary 
made-choyce of there, as David doth here; 
and I may fay. it isthatpretious Jewell, which 
the rich Merchant ſold all he had to buy, and 
had his bargaine commended by Chriſt him- 
ſelte. O how happy were wee, if we conld 
bound our deſires within the compaſſe of 
things neceſlerie-: for all our miſeriegrowes 
| from 


| onely go 


confiderations, and to worldly mindes, may 


the Lord ;and partly for inſtruction, that T| 


from this, that our deſires have no certaine| 


one 9bje to another, like vagabonds from 
place to place ; and nohelpe there will be for 
it, till our deſire arrive at that which is the 
beſt: foras long as there is any better to be 
had, the Deſire will never leave defiring, and 
where is that beſt to be had, but in himonely, 
that is onely good : in him indeed that is the 
oh and ſeeing there can beno happi- 
nefſ< till the Deſire be ſettled; and the Defire 
will never be ſettled, till wee come at God, 
therefore no meanes ſo likely to make us hap- 
py,as to dwell in Gods houle for there wee 
are ſure we ſhall be with him , and once with 
him, never have deſire to any thing beſides 
him, 
There are other houſes, which in worldly 


ſeemeas convenient, and-perhaps be more pro- 
fitable to dwell in, then this houſe of God: 
but that which makes me ſo defirous to dwell 
here, ratherthenany where elfe, is partly for. 
the proſpeR, thatI may behold the beauty of 


may enquire in his holy Temple. For there is 
notſ{uch a ProfſpeRtagaineinthe world as this; 
Not onthe Mount, where Chriſt was ſhewed 
all the Kingdomes of the earth, and the glo- 
ry of them : Nor ſuch another place for in- 


 ftruction-as here; Not all the ;Schooles of 


dwelling, but wander and range about from | 
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Philoſophers, Not all the Oracles of the Hea- 

then, inany degree to be compared with it, 
And what thenis this beauty of God, which 

David is ſo defirousto behold? what this houſe 


of God, in which he deſires to: dwell 2 There 


isa beauty of God inhis creatures, moſt glori- 
ous indeed, and moſt worthy of bcholding : 
bur yet this needs nodwelling in Gods houſe 
to ſce it, wee may ſceit as well, dwelling any 
where elſe, but there is a beauty of God in. 


ſhall neverbe willing to take our eyes off , a. 
beauty vehich the more wee ſee, the more we 


to ſee this Beauty, they muſt be dwellers init; 
they are never like to beadmiutted to behold it. 
There is indeed, inall the creatures of God, in 
ſome more cminently,a certaincetinQure ofthis 
Beauty, and is perhaps thatwhich deccives us 
in the eſtimating of our happincfle; becauſe 


ſelves uponthat which-is made but oncly for 


a paſſage. FortinQures though they pleaſe for 


wes Mii ſoone weare out and decay : 


ſhall ſee cauſe to defire to ſee ity, a Beauty, 
which without ſpeciall illumination, neither 
thecyes of men are able to behold, nor the 


tongues of Angels toexpreſſe, and this Beau-. 
ty is no where to be ſeenc, bur in Gods houſe , 

and not there neither, but by dwelling in it : Ir. 
is not forevery onethat comesinas a ſtranger 


continuall, and conftant frequenters of it, or 


wee take tinure for ſubſtance, and fixe our. 


himſclfe, a beauty which if once we ſee, wee| 


| 


the tf 


| 


Fate to the honour of his Name, and David 
indeed it is the hou 
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no ſolidneſle, nor durablenefle, butin the ſub- 
ſtance it ſelfe, and no ſubſtance of beauty, but 
onely in God: and therefore the trueſt happi- 
neſſe, indeedalltrue happinefle, in onely the 
beholding of this Beauty. And»if any man 
doubt of this, becauſe ſeeing, is but the ſatiſ- 
faction of one ſenſe; and happinefle gives ſati(- 
faionar leaſt toall the ſenſes : Let him then 
heare, what David in another placefayes ; Yi- 
aete & guſtate, quam ſuavis eft Domiuns : See, 
axd taſte, how ſweet the Lord i : For in this See- 
ing, not onely the Taſting, but all the ſenſes 
arc united, at leaſt the pleaſures ofall the ſenſes 
are compriſed :.and the rather, if wee conſider | 
that Beholding hath a preheminence above 
Seeing: for where ſeeing may bee in 7ranſirs 
onely ; Beholding implyesa anencie,and 
a fixing our eyes upon it; and ſuch is the See- 
—_— is the Eſſentiall ſenſe of happineſle. 
nd what thenis this houſe of God,in which 
David deſires todwell 2 hath God any other 
houſe then Heaven £ and would David dwell 
in Heaven, whilſt hee is dwelling upon Earth 2 
willnothing ſervehis turne, but to aske God 
for impoſſibilities £ Indeed Heaven is Gods 
Throne, but Heavenand Earth both, are full 
of the Majeſtic of his glory : and therefore 
'God hatha Houſe oncarth too ; a Houſe dedi- | 


juſtly makes his _— forthis Houſe, becauſe | 
of Prayer, and-no Rent 
G 2 payd 


—"—_—_ 
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payd for dwelling in it, but onely Prayer: O 
then make me able, O God, to pay thee this | 
Rent, and I ſhall never doubt of continuing 
thy tenant in this Houſe, to behold thy Reau- 
tie, and to —_— inthy holy Temple. 

Bur why ſhould David make it a ſuite to 
God, todwell in his Houſe, ſeeing God leaves 
| the doores open, that every one may come 
anddwellinit that will ? O my ſouls, itis not 
ſimply to dwell inir, butſo todwell init, that 
he may ſee Gods beauty ; and this cannot bee 
ſeene withoutillumination ; and no illumina-. 
tion, butof Gods donation, For indeed this 
dwelling, isa ſpirituall living, adonative one- 
ly in Gods ys : and juſtly therefore David 
makes it his ſuite, to have his Induction, but 
an Induction onely while wee live here, no 
perfed poſſeſſiontill another life : but hee that 
ſceekes not his induction here; muſt never looke 
for poſleſſion hereafter, '- 
| As to behold the beauty of God, is one 
great benefit of dwelling in Gods houſe; ſo ir 
| isanother no leſſe to inquire in his holy Tem-. 
ple :as that beholding, gives a ſatisfaction to 
oureyes; ſothisinquirie to ourmindes, When | 
David ſaw the prolperitie of the. wicked ; hee | 
was ſo amazed, that hee knew .not what to. 
make of it,till he entred into Gods holy Tem- 
{ ple, and inquired: and there he preſently lear-.. 
ned, what Gods meaning is in it, and why hee 
ſuffers itrobe ſo. What knowledge ſo neceſ- 
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" 
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fary,as the knowledge of finne © yer Saint Paul 
confefleth hee had not knowne what finne is, 
but for the Law : and whereis the Law to-bee 
learned, but enquiring in Gods holy Temple © 
andindeedif there bee atiy fcruple of conſci- 
ence, if any doubtfulnefſeof mind, if any dif- 
ficalty of queſtion concerning either God or 
our ſelves; citherthe life —_— the life to 


is preſently cleered.and reſolved: for there are 
the Oracles kept, which ſerve to inſtruc, to 
teach, to reprove, that the man of God may be 
perfetinevery good worke.. 

' Andamongſtallthe great myſteries which 
are learned by enquiring in Gods holy Tem- 
ple; this is one of ſpeciall comfort to me, that 


1 when Tam introuble, it his houſe thatI dwell in, 


be not ſufficient to defend me; hewill hide me iy 
his owne Pavillion-in the ſecret of hu Tabernacle will 
hee hide mee, hee will ſet mee = arock : that one 
way or other, he will bee ſure; and I may be 
ſure, he will ſer mee in ſafetie, 

But how can God hide me in his Pavillion, 
which lyes open toall men, and where every 
man may enter, and find me 2 He will then ra- 


{ ther then faile, hide me in the ſecret of his Ta- | 


bernacle; which is ſhut againſt all men, and 
| where none enters-but himſelfe. Bur. yer. his: 
| Tabernaclemay be burnt with fire; may bee 
blowne up with powder; blowne downe with 


Cm ——————_ mp. 


come, by enquiring in Gods holy Temple, it | 


—— 


Perſe 5. 


\winde : and what ſafetic then, in the ſecret | 


oy 
————_— — 
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; 


of his Tabernacle 2 Hee will then, ifthat faile, | 
ſet meupona Rocke, anda Rocke is ſubje& to 
none of theſe, that ſo at leaſt, neither fire, nor 
ſword, nor tempeſt of wind, may prevaile a- 
oainſt me, Or is it, that being once admittedro 
dwell in Gods houſe, Iſhall have, nor onely 
the proteRion of a ſervant; for his Tegere, 1s 
Protegere; but the advancement alſo of a Fa- 
vorite to be ſet upona Rocke: for this, as it is 2 
ſafetie, is nolefſean honour. Oris it, tharleſt 
mine enemies ſhould thinke it were done for 


| feare of them, thathehydes me; he willſet me 


upon a Rocke, as it were in defyance : and 
though ſomemay be ſo bold to enter the ſe- 
cretof his Tabernacle, yet none will bee ſo 


deſperate, to venture upon a Rock, againſt 


which, all they can doe, is but to daſh them- 
ſelves in peeces, and to baſten their owne 


,ruine. 


And now, O my ſoule, how canſt thou 


.doubr of thy being.infafetie, having the three 
great fortreſſes of -God for thy defence : his 
generall providence, which is his Pavillion: 
then, hisſpeciall Mercie, which is the ſecret of 
his Tabernacle: then,the Mediation of Chriſt, 


whois the Rocke, upon which, when thouart 
ſer, neitherthe raging of the Sea, nor the blu- 
ſtering of the wind, need to affright thee; for 
though they roarc againſt thee, yet they can- 


| nothurt thee; and of whom then, of whatnow 


ſhould I beatraid 2 


For 


| 


| 
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For being ſetuponthis Rock ; My head jball | Verſe 6. ; 
bee lified i eNemiIes as fm 
{ Though my feetmay be inthe water, yet my 
head _ be _ w_ I ſhall __ Ro 
er, though perhaps in ſome trouble; and in 
RR A. tn, 9 ſuchas while my head 
is lifted up, I may freely laughat, and deſpiſe ; : | 
and the rather, for that though my cnemics be | 
ſa many, as to be roundabout me yet theyare. | | -f 
ſo meane, asto be all below mee, not meane in. | 
| themſelves, but meane through him, that hath 
lifted upmy head above them, If mine cne- | 
mies were but low, it were no great matter to kt 
be higher thenthey : but to have my head lif- | 
ted upabove them, who carry their heads ſo 
high, as to thinke none ge. gr z this mult 
needsbe, as well to me a cauſe of joy as in. 
thee, O God, an cfie&. of power. In thy lif- 
ting up my head, I regard not ſo much the ho- 
nour, asthe relationto my enemies; for whe- 
ther it be liftedup little, or much, ir is all one: 
to mee, ſolong as it bee above my enemies, | | 
| theirpitch is my proportion :-forthe marke of | ; 
myayme,isnotſupenority,butſccuriticzaotto | ( 
ſhine in other mens eyes, but notto have. mine | - | 
owne putout. | | 
There may be many cauſes of joy toaman} 
in trouble, but none ſo greatas this, to havehis | 
head lifted upabove his enemies: for though | 
to take revenge of an enemy, bee the delight | 
bidet to take | | | 


revenge 


—_— 
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revenge, isa joy to themildeſt nature, but yet 
a joy that muſt bee made a ſacrifice, not to 
grow infolent, and proud upon it; butas to re- 
ceive the power with humilitie, ſo to uſe it 
with mildneſle, and moſt of all, to aſcribe the 
glory, to whom it belongs. 


There wasa time, O God, when thou didſt 
lift up mine enemies heads above me ; andeven | 
| 


then I offered theea. ſacrifice too; but it was a 
ſorrowfull ſacrifice, a ſacrifice of ſorrow ; but 
when thouſhalt lift up my head above mine 
enemies, I will then offer thee a joyfull facri-| 
fice, a ſacrifice of joy: and itſhallnot bee a fi- 
lent joy, as though I ſought to ſmother it, by 
which no glory would comeunto thee, but it 
ſhall bea ſinging joy, and the ſong ſhall beeof 
thy praiſes, as ſhewing me to joy more, inthy 
lifting meup; then in my being lift up; more 
for thy glory,thenformy owne advancement, 
but fing I ſhallfor both, I ſhall ſing,toexpreſſe 
my joy, and I ſhall ſing toextoll thy Praiſes. 
But why is David ſo ſuddenly turned from 
finging to-crying, that hee ſhould fall fo pre- 
ſently to ſay ; Heare mee;O Lord, when T cry with 
my voyce ? Is it, that hee findes God, not well 
pleaſed with bis finging , and therefore meanes 
ro try, what heecandoe with crying ? Oris it, 
that he thinkes himſelfe better at expreſſing 
ſorrow then;joy, and thereforehopes hiscry- | 
ing may be heard, though hisſinging bee nor * | 
- | Oris itindeed, that ſinging, and-crying both, 
AIC 


— 
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are little enough to make a ſacrifice to God; 
Alas ! they are both of them too little, 
to make an acceptable *facrifice,” without 
Gods mercy :-and therefore David truſts' 
| not rothem alone, bur is glad to joyne Gods: 
metcy with them ; Have wercy alſo upon mee, 0 
God, and anſwer mee. It isa greatmercy in God 
to heare us, but a-greater mercy to anſwer us; 
and therefore to require his anſwer, requiresa 
more ſpeciall invocationofhis mercy,and the 
rather, in hope to havca mercifull anſwerzfor 
alas, if he ſhould anſwer, and not in mercy, 
ſuchan anſwer would be worſethen filenec. 
1 But how can I doubt of Gods anſwering 
_ | me, whenlI ſpeaketohim, who have my fſelte 

| anſwered him, when hee ſpaketomee? For 


ſaid unto thees, Thy face Lord, 1 will ſeeke + and 
for my heart to-fay it, is more then for-my 
voyce to cry it : for no crying of the voyce, 
| makes ſo loudea ſound inthe cares of God, as 
| the ſaying of the heart, thattouſe the termes| 
properly, Prot hrrather fay ;Icry it withmy 
rt, and but ſay it with my yoyce. ' |. 
But is this all theanſwer I ſhall have from 
God, that I ſhould ſeeke his faces Alas © 
Lord, thy great Favourite. Moſes, could never 
obtraine morethen to {ee thy'Back-parts, and 
| how thencan Thope toſce thy face? and if I 
cannot hope to ſee it, why wouldfſt thou have; 


| 


whenthou ſaydit, Seeke yee my face my heart| 7eyſe g, 


me ſpend time to ſeeke it 2 Bur is it not all 
| H _ one, 
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one, inthe phraſe af the- Law, to ſecke Gods 
| face; asinthe phraſe of the Goſpell, ro ſceke 
| Gods kingdome ? and therefore as God faith 
here ; ſeeke yee my face + ſo Chriſt ſaith there, 
ſeeke Gods kingdome - at lealt if they be notboth 
one; they are-both ſought ane way; both 
ſoughtby following Gods Commandements, 
for his Commandements, it wee fallow them 
well, will both bring us to his kingdome, and 
to ſce his face. | 
- Oris it not perhapsina plaine literall ſence, 
that roſeeke Gods face, isin our Prayers | 
Meditations, to ſettle, and fixe theeyes of our 
mindes wholly upon-Gad; andas it were, to- 
looke him in the tace: wherein, oh what infi- 
nite addes there is berweene the Angels and 
us, for magnifying of Gad : for they behold 
his Face, andcan rails; where all that 
wecandoetowardsit, is one y by the ſtrengeh 
of imagination, which God knowes is 
weake; very weake inus, weake init {clfe, and. 
weaker for wantof intention; but if wecould. 
fee his Face as the Angels doe; Omy ſoule,we: 
ſhould ſee in it, nat onely: infinite cauſes-for: 
ifying his Name; bur infinite ſweetnefle! 
for pleafing our owne ſenſes... For if the beau-- 
ty of acarnall face, be ſo admireble, ſo plca-. 
ing, as thatnocarthly thing may. bee = 
'red to it; what extatie of admiration + w 
rranſcendencie of pleaſure muſt needes be ig. 
the beautic of a fpirituall Face | and pavally 
Bb: that 


— — 
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that face, in which rhe fulneſſe of all 


ſoto ſeeke it, that T'mey find- it : : for though 
on __ the place For finding it, 'yet-this is 
lace for ſceki 
nl cre, he that ſeekes it not now, is never 
like to find it in another _ never Alike to 
| find it hereafter; 
But why am Iſohaftic, to | 
ſceke bis Face, 25 though it wete- Ji ey '0Wne 
powerto ſeckeirat my 


quiresitzand how can 1 thinke, whett hee'te- 
i, burtfar hee will erat es at- leaſt, 
hinderme to pe et? and yer F 
miſcnot- cadqrr: bot Will: 'and Will I 
promiſe, { Willis 
tneycrbeab ent from 
MCT. 


But when I feeke diy face, vouchaſe, O 
God,norto hide thy face-from mee': : for to 
what __ I feefir,ifTcantiorfindit? 
andwhathope of finding CRE re tentees 
hideit? Als: ! O Lord, tobid 


ſent withn in 


deed howſhouldI ſeekeit, if T haye not light | 


refideth bodily ! ! And have I not cauſe het | 
ro ſceke this Face? O mercifull God, grantme | 


it : and hee that ſcekey'it | 


ſe God to | 


pleaſure? Alas. HhoW| 
can T chooſe but promiſe it; when'God re-| 


ſreke it, and | 
—_—_— reſcntly and hideit. from me; what | 

urtomockme,as theJewes mocked| 
Chrift; blindfold him , and ſtrike him; and] 
chenbid him ecll, who Rrooke him * and in-| 


"x, ry 


to ſceke Ms: and what light toſecke it bye 
H 2 | 


Verſe 9. 


CE on : 
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a and what light to ſccke itby, bur the light of 

thy Countenance ? and ' what light of thy 


' Countenance, if thou hide away thy face 2 To- 
' bid me to ſeeke thy Face, and then to. hide thy 
Face from me, were a kind of derifton, and I 
hope, © God,thou wilt not uſe me ſo unkind- 
lys ſet me abouta worke ſcarce poſſibleto bee 
done, and then take from mee all poflible- 
pews + ab —_—Y Lords all the | 
encouragement I haveto. lecke it, is the hope I 
' havethou wilt nothideir : O therefore, Tide 
(nat. thy face from wee, 0 Ged « for if thou hide 
thy Face from-me,. what canlT thinke, but that 
thousr angry Fendi indeed thou be angry, 
yetuſcmearicalt as a ſervants Pur mee not away. 


F 
F 


+ % p. 


;n thine anger - for though I have committed 
many heyhous faults againſt thee, yet maps 
Uu, 


| not repent, and amend them all, it tho 

pleaſc, notto bee ſo haſtie with. mee * what 

though my ſinnes have made thee angry, wilt 

 thoutherefore preſently turne meaway 2 will 

no leſſe puniſhment, ſerve to oppo thy dif- 
y 


plcaſure,but toturneme preſently out of ſer. | 
vice? mayſt thounotin ſo doing, doe that in 
anger, which thou wilt have cauſe perhaps to- 
beforry for afterwards? wilt. thou not leave 
thy-ſclfe unprovided of ſervants to waite up- 
onthee? For where arc any ſuch ſervants to. 
be found, that ſome time or other, will nor |- 
givetheecauſcto bee angry ? If thou cnter- 
\taine Starresto ſervetiice, is there not. impu. 
. ritie | 


_ — — - 
deed . 


Th 4 


| 


| ving me = Ie 
I 
by Sy 


| en 4 * en J | S 
| tourof ſto ens thee with inconſtan- 


; 
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ritie in the. Starres * If entertaine Angels to. 
ſerve thee, Didſt thou not find folly inthe 
Angels. Haſtthounot promiſed to. confider 
man, that he is butduſtz and ſhall anger make 
thee to forger that Promiſe * Hath not Mercie 
the higheſt ſeat in thine Arke and ſhall anger. 
I e to putherfrom her ſeate? : Thou. haſt 
att, 77s heretofore, and why 08 
cio helpc bur becauſe I needed thy. aiſt- 
pooub may Took Urthy alldtane 
.evill way zif thowbey 
Forget: Fu eto turne me -away.2. By thy 
helping me'then,; FRO0, gut expreſle. thy | 


-cie, thatwhom. thou helpeſt at one time; thou: 
boclear another <8 nag turns mee 
away inanger; andthen 10, Mercy., 
hich thor hat done 2 Caſt m4 ſo 7 pt 


| changefrom Mercy to Anger;and from Anger 
| | againe to Mercie; that we ſhould never kl. | 


in whattemper to find thee £..No my ſoule, 


{ farre beit from. thee to have ſuch thoughes? 


put the truthis, Gods wayes arenotdiſcerned, 


ouf: We know nothing atan rl what iths 


ſhedorhs lelecyhy and of all, —_ 


1 


doth' 


| 


1 


{not diſcernable by us, they are paſt our finding | 


— 


* 
y— 
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 knowes of what they are made; heeknowes 
their ſtrength muſt as well be ſupported, as 
cheir weaknefſe be affiſted';” hee knowes they 
muſt as weltbe Oy fall. as be 
held up whenthey ſtand;and thereforethough 
the tendernefle of a Father be prez, of Rn | 
ther perhaps greater ; yet nocompaniſon tobe 
nad with the renderneſſe of Ga. And ſee 
ing God is never without tendernefſe, why 
thouldI beever without hope © and not hope 
as well to bedelivercd from trouble, as others 
ro be preſervedinſafety? O my ſoule, much 


_.. ſubje& 


— 


rather: for ſceing all things in this world are 
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@ rachange, is not that hopemore like to 

; WI Gojes; far 2 change, then thar 

| which hopes f ara confinuancee 

ur ſecing the way N y tenderneſſe, is |#7 

my 3p out; O therefore, Doe thaw, 

toad thy way, and leads mee in 4 platne 

path, hows of mis que ip Teach mee = 
way ah canſtand. with tendernefle ro 

r6- ſuffer them to be. affliged, when: 

reſt the wicked to live in profpeti- 

2 ec '* Tomake Martyrs of thy ſervants, wheo. 

the wicked flouriſh, and live at cales - How it 

cn Alp t\ ary apr ranng an away: 

Fi CARES, in themid YES 3 

rtcn-tumes inthe \ When thou: luffe- 

Fa pays pt the world, to runne-out the- 

_ one: ae thou leadeſt: 


negoobi ly etiapadeof fa ſecurities Bare 
the wic c 
theſe woes, of ono taQ hard: far. me 40- 


O-God, Leage me ind plajne. 
auſe of ming enewies : If it were nar for. 
- —_ I would never make this ny 
unto thee; but would leave itto thee, to leade 
mein what paths thou pleaſcſt; bur haying the 
eyes of ſo many enemies upgn mes it thou, 
ſhouldit leade me now, inarugged path, where 
I might chance totumble, or fall z would not | 

my enemies triumph at it, as ata victory * for 
they marke cver ſtep I rake, to watch-wharads- 


Þ<4 kf et; 


learne, or if leaſure bee not/to. reveale | 
oak, 


| 


_yant Ee 


Ferſe 11. 
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_ | vantage they canfind againſt-me ; and if they 
ſhould find me tripping never © little, .I were 
ſureto bemadethe Anvileof their malice, to 
be beatennupon, withourteither pitty or com- 
| paſſion. But how great ſoever their malice be; 
I knowthey can doe nothing without leave;| ? 

| Thduonely, O-God, haſt an'abſolure power; 
over me; ; My cnemies,! fone, but by thy per-| 
mifion: andT hope, thon wilt retaine thy p0- 
werin wept hands; aticaſt ,notmakemy| 
| | enemies, thy _ To thy will willing- 
Perſe 12. | ly ſhnbmitmy mee not over, to 
the will of wy wy enemies: for ry wa when moſt: 
ſevere, is yer with compaſſion; but their will, 
when moſt gentle , is alwayes with cruelty: 
AndI fpeake not this u an 5 a bare ſuſpitiony 
forwhat1 ws {5 ; For, 
Juch «| 


- = evident) 

witneſſes are riſeu np againſt mee ; 

breath owt cyseltie. T deſired indeed to bee led i in 

a plaine path; to the'end” T might walke up- 

right, both before God and men; that ſo I 

might =u my enemies no —_ of offence, 
t 


doe nothing whereof Tmighr bee juſtly accu- 1 
ſed: but alas, what good hath my integritic 
doneme? for ſogreati is my enemies malice a- 
gainſt me; that when they cannot charge mee 
truly, they accuſe mefalſcly: and becauſethey 
would notbe ſcene in it themſelves, they 1u- 
borne- witneſſes: : and becauſe one witnefſe 
would not be ſufficient, Many ; and left their 
witneſſes ſhould be apt to relent ; they have 

—— __gotten 


'make crucltic their living , and | 
fay, in-no wares but cruel. Though: 
2 thoufarid witneſſes of my innocenci 
owne :coniticnce , yer cho vith 


chooſe? being a Gor 
o : 77 a at: 


@aVEry. 
ſucha Cordiall willnot keepefrom fainting, ;| 
But what ingredicnt,of-comfan;jis « hope 


to {ce;? fordeel-not ſeenow, ewalles jou 
{ like-t9. doe, hereafter 2. WerP POT: 
rents £yes opened in Paradiſe 

hopeto ſcebetter, then they yn theves and 


.doenoetgureyes ſtand as open as ant, 


—s 


[gorren ſuch, 35 breath c our cruckie, FETT | 


. 
Wh. "${5 
o. , oy 4 
rot bee heard in xn Courts-of he 
[, -- *£" X EW 
? \ V k { 
: F, 


| ORF! ſouls: the opening. of ir yes ther 


en. 
_ . - a 


— _ 
en tc 


© þ wy Tadedaronr upon er Tae 


\ hatfimadeus feetheworlcever ſince: wee fee | 
now, batasina Glafſfe, rather appearances of 
eacpphaags themſelves, we ſce wr >7þ 
pen na A _ 


ps | 
with ſear badaclſe of his one may I vor dy 
ny evil inthe Cizic, and God hath not done. 
ir but the goodneſſe of God which't 
to-fee; is a-goodnefſe like to' garbled ſpice, 


wit ut 


[_ 


| pci 


25 ampanting 
caingiticlfe withus ; and t 
ſhall theniſee, h now we cannot. Have 
ved, that it yermue could 


| decfull epmiry woe Hoa kopooFfich joys 


ftrong Cordiallto 
But why inthe lan 


fromfainting?; - 
land-of rhe living ©- for is 


[not the world in which wee /iow live, the 
[land of the living © Arethere-nar, in-the wa- 


ay ot —_ in the _— living Birds? 
nthe Barth, living Trees;' Beaſts, fi- 
vitg Mentandwhareanbe thought of, 'aiore 


| theneheſe; tomala's Land of the living *" A. 
[tas 1 what Land of theliving: is this, it which 


there are more dead then living ; miore under 
ground, thenatcabove-it-: where theearth/is 

fuller of graves then hoakes, where lite lycs 
wor bod. aver the hand 
where Death harh-power 0xyrannize-over. 


ir ſelfe r0-us;/buras communi- 


of Death; and| 


= 4 
- — *' 


* I ng 


I 2 on life ? 


Em—_——— ———_— 


ds 


make up'a Conipound abthele:Ingradicats: 
| Take firſt, a Hope of ſecing, which is ſos 
ing :thenthe goodneſſeof God, nota qualitie; 
butaſubſance: then the: Land of: the living; 
where there is no dying: and-nowfay,if fucha 
Cordial muft not needs beſtrony; of-necdllitic 
becffccuall, to keepefrom fainting? O there-. 
fore my ſoule, bee ſure-to--provide thee good | 
ſtore of this Cordiall; that if atany timerthou 
be oppreſied, with eithermultitude, ormalice; 
if at:anytime falſe. witneſſes: bee riſen up a- 
gainſt thee.if cnemieSat any timecomeupon 
thee, tocat up thy fleſh, thou: maiſt; have this; 
Cordiall in a readineſle,; and: be able to: ſay, 
Doe the worſt youcan; I-feare you not; fart | 


c 


beleeve to ſee the gaodnefie,gf;: God, in ; the 
Landof the living, This nogonely; willkeepe 
thee from fainting, but wilfill thy: ſpirits,wwh 
extafie of jay: tor iris: grounded upon, a: prin- 
apes. combo, deliqeyd hy: Spine xe 
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that ſhal berenealad: Andyyehatis this glory; 
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bring-wood to the Sacrifice, and God w 
ſend fire from Heaven to kindle it. "NN 
- But how as res a Davidſhouldgive 

to others, and yet follow it 
ſoill bimſclfe ? for hee confeſſeth of himſclfe 
inanotherplace; that hee « dejecFed, and bowed 
downe ; and canit ſtand with courage, tobede- 
jeted © Butis it not, that to be dejected, is a: 
Paſſive infirmirie, to be couragious, ah Adive |, 
vertuezand there is no contradiction, to bee | 
Pafſively weake, and Actively ſtrong, both ar | 


ſupply it with ſpirits : Doe thou but ny 
if | 
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| once, Or isit not indeed rather, that when he 
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4, hee lockes: 
| os LJ dejet | 
| I TSCEE 
counſellseo be-couragious, hee fookes upon. 
God, ard Godis ready rogive ſtrength to 2 
* ;thathath buta heart, andisable to take it. 
therefore I ſaid before, foI fay apaine; | 
"Waite onthe Lord : - which canneverbetoo | 
 muchtanght, eo > ol 
be learned; neverbe toomuch | 
ſaid, becauſe never be 
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not goe dr to the be 
-» Sing wits the Land, allyee Saneef his; # 
give thankes at the yomembrance of bis bos 
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| Tmade ſupplication. 
Jon ena prod when 1 
Lo do'wne into the pit * e thee ? 
ſhalli purge ? : ahi 

Fe Eres 0 Uni if 
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12 gms 24m may ſing praiſe 
to thee, and notbe ſilent ; O Lord,my God, I 7 oil 


give thankes wo thee fir ever | 
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T "ah obearoarſcin Nature, 
, for Hoſatina's: alwayes 
i cede Allelujahs 3 and pombe —s 
6d the Etnies of DevidsPlalnes 
® ire commonly thus; Have mercy 


mae riot in thine anger : or tome ſuch forme 
Hoſanna:but in this Palme, contrary to his 
cuſtome, he makes his Zxordivm of an Alle-| 
lujab34 willextoll thee, O God : And why/is this] 
done#is it out of Devotion, that hemyghr mgiegs | 
befotchband,:and begin/with 'God-in-P 

before God ſhould begin with him in Joe. 
fits? O my ſoule, the thowres of Gods bleſ- 
fings are ſo; continually poyred downeu 
us, thar'it is impoſſible we ſhould ever; get 
forc hand with Godin na 


ape mer, 0 God: heart my DT EESS 
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{ therefore he begin with an , ES, yctitis. 
bimin his Holgn- 


| becauſe God hath p ents 111-84$ FIOWE 
ima p: Gods ic iadeedis put in 
, butic is becaule his benefic 
Tenſe :1 will extollrhee,0: 
of 7 wings" wot made: 
Ges $0. rejoyce aver me. 

Py, if. pe willextol God bbwwilth he: 
b doeit ; ortodocirunworthily, it wereberter| 
tobe left undone, and who! js able to extoll 
| God worthily? Hee will therefore perhaps 
fcallall res Ain: of God to afſiſt him, and 


- fay; ; Praiſethe Lord, all ec bois An ple he him 
| | Ll wakehe Fo WEL vo Ihe 
| eehe Lord, 


\ triewvin bexaladon, y Bye: 

0Goll above the heeuens 7 Or femillewolihim 
mhis ownehumilive, by Jnr 
downe before him:-hce willexwol 
fingularitic, and ſay ; 
heaven, or inearth, but ond 


: othewillexesll him DI It 
F Thou ,0 God, art wogde 


Aon if to-eaoll hin-ivich re 
; ſerve, he -willchen exmol{ higiwith ao 
2 is WON ny glorific | 


' ERS our: 


nr Father which is in heaven. Andif nekber 


But = is-it ___ Devid will thus'e 
Godr 1 m2 'reruetic. a thanks | 

pnfcerablens th 1 -TEeUrne it]; 
a ys rr} ry 
uage* Hlewill | 


z buttobclliftcdu | 
outof- the reach: ofthe.grane of hi 
O-my ſoule, letthis.bec thy-c 
thy cnemics'be many; and od great, yetl 
theyare notmore thy cnemies, then: they aro| 
Gods: AD” further, < 
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Meditations upon the 20, Palme. | 
tength'of their .chaine, which is ſetdome'ſo } 
long toreach totriumphing.Sathan wasa bis- | 
ter-cnomiets ob, and had certainly-defeated | 
hinuneerty, if God had rat held him ſhore in | 
:his chainc; and-though linke atter-linke; hee 
cctched our his chaine. to a great-lengrh, ye! 
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enemies: but 
ſafetie: I 
ſaferic, and'to bee 
anyglor 
| ny glen 


[but obeſtracken yan gnemic, who can en- | 
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| dureies The iriking of afriendis outof 
|and intends amendment; burtheblowes of an 
enemie arc autsf, — were 
|xroablesmeeriot;t my\enctnicsrejayce. ſo. 
| their rejoycing-have nb-relation/tormere cit 
| troubled not3emfin ſoimuch;to: have is. cyrs. 
| put out; as-to.bee brought. out, before! hisene-. 
mics, to be the laughing-ſfock farthom! 66-75% 
Noe why will Dupidſperkethos irkasaf 
\ Bugwny 

Ere'God, == 

itw ro 


overus, and fot their owne! ſpt 
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malices: Gy. nar or 
of: at at aiybe oe 
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_  [micsttiumphing ooh eremanteryoyeys ridly | 


——ac-06 aft evan 


F 


[all caemics geraorficftrheviory;,2:> 1c 41. 
0: Andftow, Oay foule, if God'have-done! 
PRC itred me ne 
ag da hinideiane 

| Tarr doublecauſctocxtollbim for it, and to 
| praide hos dame f-And yerT may (ſay, Textoll 
im not more for doing it, then for hls peat. 
; Pur | bee 


no interceſſour, bai ] 

| hedlddrer'; andfat'Ge movedwich 
cry- of aayrecchei{finnery anddotobe moved; 
gory roger Ys Isirmov82juſteauſs | 
to:exrolichitis wand} fap;:@ the wondertals 
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orumenorodnG loag rilL it havebrougit| 
the Soulcintoanabſolu tecorriptions' there is 
olerent pn a m_— Exam- 
re ishope, they may be raiſed againeto 
life,am\bockepe from falling into the Pit of| 
pexditioB.::Apd:now ,;0: my ſoule; though | 
Godheveatl edtheeuptoas:higha: haces| 
yet hehath lifted thee up fromas low a 
place, as bhe:;tlid.Dovid - haſt rhou nor as-juſt| 
heza ay gh will extoll thee, QGod, for| 
pong _ 6 tirgpyt | 
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| Meditations upon tbe Zo .P/alme, | Tl | 
fitto ling of holineſſe, and ſpecially of Gods] 7. 
- | holinefle, but moſt ſpecially with ſongs of A 
holinefſe. O therefore ſing ts the Lord, all yee L 
ſaints of his; and let your ſongs, be moreof his | 
' praiſes, then of your owne thankfulneſſe : and. | 
ctyourthankfulneſſe, not be ſo much for'the | 
| benefirs which you have received ; as for the 
holinefle with which they are beſtowed : for | 
God gives not his benefits, as the world uſeth | 
to doe, outof anycorrupt affection, or with a- 
ny corrupt intention; but there is a holineſle 
in his EVINg,25 wellas in his gifts, and ſeeing | 
the Cherubins, and Seraphins doecontinually 
cry to God; Holy, Holy, Holy: Youthat arc 
| his Saints may wellafford to fing to God, at 
the remembrance of his holineſſe. | 
- But whatholineſle cantherebe in Anger * | zer/ 5. 
and is there nat anger in God ſometimes 7 and 
will not this then bee a cauſe, rather of wee-| 
ping tothinke of his anger; then of ſinging, at 
the remembrance of his holinefle? O my 
ſoule,this need be no cauſe to breake off the 
finging ; for his anger endureth but a moment , and 
eycnangcrirt ſclfc, is in Goda holineſle, It is 
none of the _ that are naturall, and per-| | 
manentin God ; It is but forced upon him by 1 
the violence of finne;andas forced as it is, 1t]. F- 
Rayesnot with him , itis buta wind that paſ- | 
ſeth; Dum oritur moritur ,, It dyes in the birth, 
Nothing lives, and:iis permanent in God, but | 
onely his favour, and his-love, and therefor 
| " LS Thous | , q 
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T; hough weeping may. endure for a ni ieht, Jet joy 
; commeth in the morning... And: ſeeing our life is. 
of this condition, that heavineſſe ſometimes: 
muſt as well be hadas joy it is happy for us, 
they are ſodiſpoled, thar heavineſſe comes bur 
inthe Evening, when wee may fleepe it our, 
and when our ſenſes are apt robetyed upfrom. 
feeling it: but joy commeth in rhe Morning, 
whenall our ſenſes won! ms, to entertaine 
it. What is the Evening, bur the cnd of the. 
day ?and whatis the Evening of our lite, but 
theend — and in this Evening in- 
deed there iscommonly heavineſſe, A 
for parting of friendstharhave lived 
but this heavineſle is removed affooneas mor- 
ning comes, for what is. the Morning ,- bur\ 
when the Sunne riſerh *and whatis our 
Morning, but when.we ſhall riſe againe © and; 
as when this morning comes, there will bee a. 
day that ſhall-have no more Ey ; fo when: 
this joy comes, allreares ſhall be wiped from. 
our cyes, and there ſhall. be no more weeping... 
Indecdall our __ page's EVET COME 1N. 
the morning Se birtof C ah a a 
morning. at 1 3 It was a 
Cn , at the Refun to 
.|of. ——_ It wasa Joy 

at the Delocnding c 
ms. Apoltlcs ;/andrbeſe Joyes = A > ay 
| great, that they have made its Beafis ever; 
fine: dr Cage; ney Bye, an our Whit-. 
ſontide: ) 


= 


- 


ſoxtiac: ) yet theſe Joyes had their heavineſſe 
| >orrany the Joy of Chriſts birth, had the | 
heavineſle of his. Mothers flight; the Joy of 
Chriſjs Reſurrection, had the heavineſle for 
tiis Paſſon: the Joy of the Deſcending of the | 
Holy Ghoſt, the heavineſſe for Chriſts depar- 
ting : but theſe heavineſſes were fo preſently 
followed with joyes, that ir hath made this 
Aphoriſme be found trueſtill ; Heavineſſe may 
endare for a night but joy commethin the ones. 
And row, O my ſoule, what need: it troub 
thee,to have heavineſſe inthe Evening ,ſ{o long / 
asthouart ſure to have joy in the morning ? 
What necd it trouble thee ro be weeping for a 
time, when thou art fure of rejoycing, when 
time ſhall be no more? | 


Gods _—_ for lifting mee up, which 
beene his worke, NowT muſt leave finging, 
and come to ſaying ; to ſpeake of my owne 


HithertoI have beene bufic about inging 
att 


worke ; And I [aid tn my profperitie, 1 ſhall ne- 
wer bemcved - but alas, if my finging were no) 
better then my ſaying, it had bevce Ret for. 
mc, tohaveheld my peace in both : for what 
a ſaying is this, to {ay 7 ſhall never be moved ? 


notbemoved*? andif no Mountaine,howany 


{ {peritie, togiveovercryingto God; and | 
boaſting of ir ſelfe, Ales! Profpcriti hath 


Is there any Mountaine fo ſtrong, that-it can-| | 


{man* burthis isthe infolent language of pre: | 
dau? 


neither good rongue, nor good” eyes; as it 
Be. By 7" made 
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| ſon, when his haire was cutoff; and this makes |. 


made David ſay, hee ſhould never be moved ; | 
ſo it made him thinke it enough, that God by 
his fayour had made his. Mountaine ftrong ;' 
butas for the maintaining it ſtrong, to arro- 
gaterhat to himſelfe : when God knowes, if 
once we leave depending upon God, and arro- 
gateany thing to our ſelves, our Mountaine 
will ſoone bee turned into a Valley, and our 
ſtrength will goe from us, as it did from Sans- 


| David ſay now ; Thos didft hide thy face, and 1 
was troubled : foras itis the fayour of God.thar 
makes our Mountaine ſtrong , andour Moun- 
raine being ſtrong, weeare kept from trouble: 
ſo itis the hiding of Gods face, that makes our 
moutaine weake; and our mountaine- being 
weake, wee are preſently troubled ; but rather 
indeed, if God doe not-as well maintaine our 
mountaine ſtrong, and make it ſtrong, we ſhall 
quickly bring our Mountaine to a Molkc-hill, 
wee ſhall quickly cither fall our ſelves from 


our Mountaine , or have our mountaine tofall 
| UpONUS, : ESE 

 WeeſcetheEarth hath no comfort but in 
the Sunne; and therefore if the Sunne bee re- 
moved, the Earth | yp puts on Blacks, 
is pincht with cold, and covered with dark- | 
nefſe: That whichthe Sunne'is to the Earth, 
thy Facc, ©:God, is to me, and what marvell 
then, whenthou hideſt thy face; if I bee left, | 
- diſconfolate Earth, in trouble and mous- 


i" | nnge 
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| Meditations upon the 30. Pſalme, T5 
ning 2 Goduſeth not to hide his facefrom any | : 


] thatdepend upon him;-and thereforeas long as 
I put my truſt and confidence in him, he wasto: 
measa ſtrong Mountain; enjoyed hisfayour, 
and the light of his Countenance , butaſſoone 
as I left depending uponhim.and truſted tomy 
owne ſtrength, my Mountaine was ſuddenly 
turnedintoa Valley, and I was left-alas in-a 
vale of miſeric.. O-therefore, my ſoule, not-- 
withſtanding any proſperitie whatſoever ; 
Doe thou depend upon God for.thy Moun- 
raine, both for making it ſtrong, and-for main- 
taing it ſtrong, and never bee moved to ſay. | 
thou ſhalt never bemoved ,. for to bee immo- 
vable, isa-priviledge of God himſelfe, and of 
Godalone, and is not communicable to any 
) creature. It is a falſe ſaying in any eſtate to 
| ſay; 1 ſhall neverbe moved, but in proſperitie, 
ECR of all.:. for hee that is in proſperitie, 
ſtandsinaflipperic place, and ſuch a place is 
not capable of ſtabilitie. Whatis proſperitie 
but anearthy thing 2. and can any ing that1s- 
earthy be ſecure from moving, when the bo- 
dy of theEarthitſelfe ismoved 2 O my ſoule, 
theconfideration of this, Alas ! the fecling of| 
ac og Ro mee leave, both finging, and| 
aying, a tomy crying againe : 7 cryed to | | 
| _ Lord, and ——_ ry I made ſuppli- Verſe 8. 
cation: Indeed crying is theyoyce of a ſuppli- | 
ant, and the fitteſt voyce. for a ſupplication: | 
hor yet-why ſhould David tell God of his | 


SO SM © crying” | R 


. 
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76 | Meditations uponthe 30, P/alme. | 
crying to him, and ſay; 7cryed to thee, O Lord, | 
as though God knew it -not, withour his rel- 
ling it? No doubt, God knew of his cryin 
for how elſe did he heare it © and of his ſuppli- 
cation; for how elſe could hee grant it * and 
therefore it ſeemes, hee tells it not ſo much to 
God, as tous; that wee may take notice, with 
what ſacrifices God is pleaſed. For as there 
are divers ſacrifices that are acceptable to 
a i m—_ - _ y__» due _ - the 
fitteſt, and moſt acceptable: ſinging, fitteſt af- 
tera benefir handed ; and bom. 8 fitteſt for 
obtaining a benefit : Allelujahs fitreſt, when 
weeare in triumph : Hoſanna's, firreſt when 
we arcindiftrefle. And therefore being atthe | 
preſent, in perill of his lite; and delivered as 
1t were into the hands of Death; the ſacrifice 
he offers now, is a ſupplication; which yer 
ſcemesnot ſo much a ſupplication, as an Ex- 
poſtulation, What profit © there in my bloud, 
when fu downe into the pit ? ſhall the duſt praiſe 


thee ? ſhall it declare thy truth ? If Tgoedowne 
into the Pir, ſhall I not bee turned into duſt ? | 
and is duſt good forany thing, but to be food 

for the Serpent ? May I nor doe thee better 
ſerviceaboveground, then underit * Alas!I 
ſhall be therebut inthe company of Wormes, 

poore filly things, that are not capable of 
knowing thee: I am here, in the focietie of rea- | 
ſonablecreatures, with whom I may joynein' 
extolling thy Praiſes. Haſt thou not breathed 


into 
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| Meditations upon thez30.Pſalme. | 57 
intro mee the breath of lite, and wilt tho udraw | 
in chy breath ſo quickly againe, and leave mee- 
( but duſt, as thou foundeſt me at firſt 2 Though: 
the ſerviceI can doe thee be not: great, yet ir is 
more rhen duſtcandoe : Hath duſt a C,or 
a yvoyce, orany inſtruments of life, for thede- 
claring of thy truth * and why then wilt thou 
make adivorge of parts, which thou haſt joy- 
ned together of purpoſe, for that purpoſe? If* 
Edeſired life for any end of my owne, thou 
hadfſt .juſt cauſe then, to make an-end of my 
life, but now that Ideſire it, ro doe thee ſer- 
| vice, why wilt thou diminiſhthe numberofthy 
ſervants, and not leave enow for the ſervice | 
thou haſt to doe * Canany mumberbe ſuffici- : 
eatto-praiſe thee * Canthere ever be mouthes. | Is 
enow to declare thy Truth * and may not F 
make one, a finfull one I know , but yet one. in; 
the number, if thou bur pleaſe to ſpare mee 
for deſcending into the Pit © But whar Pir 2 
I meane notthe Pit, where the Apoſtate An-|' bh 
gelsare , [know they deſcended nor, but fell, « 
and Iknow the Pit they fell into, is @ Pir of | | 
ag the Pit Lfcaredeſcending into, is | [ 
ata Pir of filence, and yer in one thing, is 
worſe: then theirs ; for they in their Pir,. re-: q 
_ their ſomes —— in this, ſhall} | 
{e my. ver g ; atlea Guantit 4s £07 
tinua Of os hots, ſhall bee turned into the 
quaniitas. Difereta of duſt :and the framecom-- 
paced of all the Elements. diſſolved, I ſhall | 


remaine.| 
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{ me? I place Gods mercy in the midſt here, 


remaine nothing, but as it werea few crummes} 
of Earth, and hatcanEarth doe, when it-is 
not aſſiſted with fire and water? © therefore, 
Heare, 0 Lord ,and have mercy upon me, Lord, bee 
thou my helper : for if thou lend mce not thine 
care, how can I hope thou wilt ſhew mee mer- 
cy? and if thou have not mercy upon me, 
how can I hope thou wilt bee my helper * 
Heare me, © God, while Iam in aplace,where 
I may be heard, forif once I be deicendedinto 
the Pit,I ſhall quite then be out of all hearing. 
Have.mercy upotime, while 1 am capable of 
mercy; for :if onceTI be turned into duſt, what 
mercy canT looke for? Be thou my helper, © 
God, now that Iamin a ſtate to bee helped, 
forif my bloud in which my life conſiſts bee] 
| once ſhed ; what good then will thy helpe doe 


becauſce.itmuſt ſerve to both the other, both 
-tomake God to.heare.me, and to make him to 
helpeme: and Gods mercy -can-doe both, it 
.can make him to heare me, though I were fi- 
lent ; and canmakehim to helpe me,though I 
wereduſt, Butthough Gods mercy can doeit, 
am. I ſureit willdoeit £ O my ſoule, his mer- 
Cy. haſh doen italready: foritis the worke of | 
his mercy, that Hee hath twrned my mourning in- 
z0 dauncing , that hee hath put off my ſackcloth, 
aud girded mee with gladneſſe. © wonderfull | 
converſion, the very ſame myracle, I may 
ſay, that Chriſt wrought at the Mariage in 

Cana, 


whats it, but to turne water into Wine? To 


| hadbeenezgteat worke, and a great favour: 
but 'to turne my mourning into dauncing; 
the extremitie of ſorrow, into extremitie of 
joy z who could doe this, but thou onely, O 
God; with whom, as no Myracles are won- 
dets; ſo no-extremitics arc limits. Mourning 


is hot properly, bub forone that is dead : and 
indeed ſo neere being dead: was I, that I might 


well bg ſaid tomourne for my ownedeath: not 
unlikethe'Swan ; if it be true, that ſhee fings 
her'owne Elegie :and now to: have my mour- 
nitig turned-into dauncing; the drooping a 
forDeath, be turned into the moſt lively a& 
of Life: whatis it, but the Myracle,as it were, 


have turned my mourning, but into comfort, | 


ing at | 


of ReſurreRion, and Aſcention both at once ? 
at leaſt, from the loweſt ftayre of miſerie, to 
be raiſed to the higheſt of happineſſe: and nor 
Gradatims, by degrees and ſteps, but per ſalrums, 
by a motion more ſwift, than the Fiery Cha- 
| riot;thatcarried up E/zas into Heaven :-and ſo 
thechangenotimore wonderfull, thenthefud- 
dennefſe ;Mourning turned inte Dauncing , a 
wonderfullchange, anddone,as it were, inthe 
turning ofa hand,as wondettulla ſuddennefſe, 
- And now to make mefit for Dauncing, Thou 


haft p of my ſackoloth, and girded me with glad- 
wiſe or 


indeed, if 1 had keption my fack- 


| cloth till; I-ſhould have made-bur'a hoavie 


M © ODaunceral. _ 
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Cans, forto turne Mourning into Dauncingz] | 
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3b nom, that my Gekclarh i of. 
gladneſle , Lſhall cape as 
light, as 46 3 : toſee thy = | 
Ipuron ſackcloth when ] was a Mourner; 
bur now thakFamtobea Dauncer,l am girded: 
with gladnels:andif I mourned befare,to >hink 
of Gods anger ; may Lnot juſtly daunce now, 
tothinke Fhisfavour: If iu © on fackcloth. | 
before, as. ſore momng os ; Way Lnor 
July now he gird with lord 6, as. rejoy-- 
cing in my Saviour * Borthough it be Gods. 
mKEICy, that bath done this for me, yet'ic is m. 
mercy 8 Counſt my Sgyiour: withoutzwhom, 
ma rn hone havadoggit: He 


bmight caltiy de. puro& at pleaſure, bur 
gladnetle IF to. bee-faſt and. 
_ hors, 
itfromme. 
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1d Iſraelites di by 
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ng redone bu be f 


this for me * y Moure be thot 


d ſpend buena ork es 
ling arxd feaſting : [detthieies uh 
feet hacheefotc in eo this etid, foe 
raiſe who him, and nor bee | 
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Foray. thall not goeout of 
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Eat rroubleſome 
their ſhall berurtied ro Dag: 


pitting Lonely intiebl fone. 
what end is it, Nt hath dos 


Fant: bee rhis he ene God God teiids, 
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time bee * Alas! ſeated be 
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becauſe hee 
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Veſt 12. | 


hall 
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=" fhullT befÞ nngratefull, © craſle bis intent. 
ons: if hee have given mee a Tongue, and-a. 
Voyceto ſerychias, ſhall Thold my peacc,and| 
be _ in his ſervice? if he have turned my. 
Mourning into Dauncing , fhall I bee ſullen;, 
and-{low to ſing his Prayſes*? Alas! my Daun- 
cing cannever be kindly without Muſick ; 'and. 
what muſtck ſo fit for it, as ſinging? and what 
ſinging ſo fir, asto the Dirty of his Prayſcs ? 
O my ſoule, ſccing Gud hath procured thee 
libertic to Daunce, thou: mayſt well afford to 
find the muſick: and yet neither my Dauncing 
ſhall hearken, to the mulſicke, nor my ſing- 
ing ſhall looke. toward the  Dauncing , but 
my Singing and my Dauncing botb, ſhall bee 
addreſſed, and directed to God alone. Shall 
my heart be fo ſet upon my joy,asro make me 


forget the Authour of my 197 2: No,O God,. 


my,joy hath fo ſurca foundation,thatI can ne- 
ver, be unmindfull of the Founder: I will gine. 
thankes to thee, O Lord; my God, far ever, Not.\ 
for atimewhich will ceaſe; Notas longas the. 
Sunneand Moone endure, which ſhall notal- 
wayes endurez.not as long as I have breath in 
my body; No my foule, but as long as thou | 
thy ſclfe haſt Being ; which being breathed in--| 
to meeby God,ſhallnever ceaſe, thallalwayes | 
endure; ſhall be foreyer.. Ws | 

When I extolled. God, TI had relation to. 
his Omnipotencie : when I ſung his Prayſes, | 
to his Mercic; and now that1 give him thankes 
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for ever, to his Ecernitie : : that now I inay con- | 
clude, and ſay ; O Almig Io pp: bn Mercitull, 
andever-living God tothee be aſcribed 


all ate Prayſe, and Glory, 
world _— | 
E 


$4 hoes 


THE THIRTIE 


FOVRTH PSAEME 
OF D AHI Al, 


P*Y | — = ff 


— COP EP Tor gp 


honbl Prat Lil thereof, 4pd be 


OT. at wt 
A Eat, 


ani faces, Terengt 
6 . The poare nag 653d, . and. the: Lord, 


-& Aa Card dithangs,. and let us | 


wn ſeae, 
5; They looked unto him, and vere lightened, : 


han; | 


in: dk frnethoemdls, 
PLS rta drm and delivereth them. 
8. 0 taft, and ſee how yood the Lord is ; Bp 
ſed is the man that truſteth in him. 
|: 0. fooe the Land, yer hs Seiner, fer ther 
is no want to them that | 
10 The young Lyons doe licks ; wat 
hunger but they that ſeeke the Lord, = not 
ant any good thing. 
0 Come yee children, bearken taito me, aud 1 
willteach you the feare of. the Lord, | 
12 Whatmarisbe that defweth bfe, ah. 
Veth many dayes, that he may ſee good? © | 
13 Kepe dytmgae from evil and yh 
from ſpeaking guile. © 


ſpeaking 

14 Depart fromevil and doe good Jets 
peace, and purſue it. 

15 Thegyesof the Lord are pou the righ- 
£045 - ; and bis eares are open to their cry. 
| - 16 The faceof the rard, is ainf them 

that dee evil t0 cat off theirre ance from | 
the earth. 


17 The righteous cry, and the Lord beareth : 
aivorbthmmeef all their troubles, 


18 The 


18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
brokeu beart, and [aveth ſuch as be of a contrite 
|/pi | 


pie. 

| 19 May we the offiilios of the righte- 
| 0u8;\ but the Lord delivereth him out of them | 
all, 


20 Fleekeeptth all his bones; net one of 
them us broken. 
21 Evill ſhall ſlay the wicked, and they that 
hate the righteons, ſhall be deſolate. b 
22 The Lord redeemeth the Jonie of bis ſer- 
Vants ; and none of them that pero = 


be deſolate. 
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God fromthe laſt of tharyidked t| { 
Era ont | [: 
ticof paine, ormiſcrie; tharſhallmake mee; ro; | 
breakemy Vow in blefſingof God: buritir be ® 
thought ſo.great a matter to blcfſe God in]. | 


I will firecch my\Vow'yct flier, == 
forl will bleſſe him for miſeric:'and-I tay KA 
| NS > & WIT cn | 
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| 


nuance of Bleſſing 'God:iyer in in what © i 


truly ſay, if it were not for paine, and miſc 
"= wantone ipee JeCla. UL Motive. for bleſſing 
_ Burgetcherrisa time we of lleepe, which isa 
ibute due to Nature 5 and is it poſſible to pay 
hetnbuteof fleepe to Nature, and therribute 
lng to: God, boch at. | once © If then 
cepebe of neceſſitic ſo « times, how can 
oleh walks >4 
when our; isrerminated with:| 

'G od; that lef =p in fotce till 

oY wake aoaing: :foras'in"what | acc the tree| 
llech there ic] eth: ſo in whar ſtare the Souls |; 
ar ftate it reſteth : TT. m 3922 | 


| 


Thusthe Loud giveth his beloved pack Nt 


the worke of: bleſing bim? 1s. ir! onely? in 
Thought, Wrperery's; ood ge No |- 
my ſoule, 4s pras e in m 
mt for = h the nmr tr bee the: 
Fountaine of b him : yet out:of the a- 
bundance of the heart, the: mouth fpeaketh ;, 
and thereforeir ſhall not becloyſteredup inche\ 
Cells of filence, but it ſhall have vena bee | 
brought into the lightz/that.if ir-bee not ſaid, 
thar men ſceing my-good workes, it may at- 


eaſt be ſaid, tharmen hearing my good words, | 


may 
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may-glorife our Father which is in Heaven. 
Butdoe I not by this, falhagaine upon my old' 
difficultie © forif it ſcemed impoſlible. before 


able ;foristherenota necefſitic of 


ſeo; cllemge breake our: 


nuſt, bee ſpoken, but cither his-| 


eitobee cx-;| 


| 
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rhe reſolution to will it, will give mee alfothe| 
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power to performer, that Hee who hath bo 
eye work, will alſo finiſh ir; and being ſo 
goodan Archire&, as he is,will not fay a foun- | 
dation, bit willaswalal(o ſet of hy Roofe. | 
Tf 1 ſhould boaſt in my felfe; F ſhould 'doe 
wrong to God: but if Tboaſtnorin God, I doe 
wrong tomy ſelfe: —_— is Heroin to 
none, cotemihatem eketjaih 7 Ieery hs 
and none make hint th | 
that make their boaft of kit; 'It rs! 
oe to bring me beg and Flurmi 
ogether in one WW 

$:{o haturall an 
for- this I may” f? £ 
wherea veins Hahn  wRYON TE, 
glory, wherea weake” of 2M may - prefartie 
withour preſumption :'Nor Ike the'boaſting | 
of the Phariſce, fo- Itirttheeyes of Goc 
ſo offenſivein the cares'of the hurtble :"For'| 
the Humble can heare this boaſting; and' bet lad; 
| which they'wonld never doe; if ir were nor 
conformable tothe rules of Hurmilicy. Cana- 
| . boaſting be greaterthento ſay; 7 can doe all 

things ? yetinthis boaſting, there 15 humilitie, 
whenl adde; 1» him that comforteth mee: For | 
| though Godllike not of boaſting ; yet he likes 
of this boaſting, which arrogares nothing to 
| our ſelves, buraſcribes all ro him : and ſeen 
my ſoule boaſteth her felfe of God, I doubt. 
not, but as the humblcheare it, and bee glad; 
[fo God ſees it; and is pleaſed, and —_— 


to Rs -- 

ſoulle, it-is>o. ds 0 here 

$4 vooT... "wage ——_—_ exals his: 

Name:together -Foralas 'whatam TI ton 

jr wars 10m FEY if I have-not compa-- 
to:heltpc mer All I.can doe, and all 'the 


Netunpa, Lord httoaly Name give the 
z vhich. is rather a wilitping:of.our felves, 
g of him<-theymuſt beorca- 
tures af a better metrall chat canfeyve; and-iyer 


onsof millions, in: Heaven, end: Earth; have 
enough tadoe,andmopre then enou vp re O-CX- 
althis Name: © therefore, yee Bleflſed itits 


rakeimoe' with you-in \your company, - that 
though L:addc Xn. car ro-the weight / [of the 
| worke.;:yetl may adde one'to the number of 


| thatare dwellers Earth, ear-exalt,/his 
Name no:higher then the Heavens, and. there 


yowrhat be Inhabiramg-of Heaven muſt xike | 


penbflotendee, is but to:fay ; ; Nor unto us, 
 cannoriſervoro magaifie:/him- as: they. ſhou a | 
[nar adilion)in bean afew: alkthe Milli 


of heaven; .doe:you magnific yk; br þut| 


the TINY his Name. We 


_potenates ghee? andi{o berweene-us-all, ; 
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ations uponthe 34 Pſalme., 
wee ſhallmakea ſhift to exalt him'ro his true 
Elevation, for his Glory isaboyethe Heavens. 
Butif perhaps you-thinke ſcorne:of ourcom- 
-paty; as being menof polluted lips; and there- 
fore not worthy to! bee-'of your Canſorry yet 
the humble will make aconſort by themſelves. } 
and will not, indeed cannot be kept from ex- 
alting his Name; forqur Humnlitic, is: his Ex- 
alration;: and 'then wee-raiſe him up+.to the 
height of his Throne, when we caſt our ſelves 
downe, as1low as his Footftoole: that it is but 
adiverſcexprefling of the ſame thing in ſub- 
ſtance, whither we ſay , Letus exaltthe Name| | 
| of: the Lordz.Orletusfalldowne,andikneele, 

before the-Lord our Maker. + 5 4» 
' David is not wont to uſe Exclamations, 
_ [but upon ſpeciall occaſion: if he uſc one here, 
and ſay ; O magnifie theLord; we may know 
thatto magnifie his Name, is a:thing of great 
imponance: indgedſogreart, thatall thingsbe- 
fides it, at leaſt all things without it, are no- 
thing but vanitie. O thenall you that beexal- 
ted in Heaven, andall youthat.bee humble in 
thecarth-; and leſt any be left our wherealtare 
t00 few; Qall ye workes of the Lord , bleſſe 
yce the Lord, Praiſe him, and magnifte him 

torever. For 1 ſought the Lord, and he heard me, | 
and delivered mee po all my feares : Toſccke, 
and upon ſceking to be heard, isa greatfavour: 
but to-bee heard, and upon I: 
yered fromall feares, isa favour that deſerves 


Magnifying! 
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But why 5 it thatT ſought him? is jt notbe- 
cauſe Fhad loſt him before? and why ſhould I 
ſceke to get him agaihe, and would. nor keepe 
him, when I had-him? O my-ſoule, Carexdo 


s, more by wanting them, then by en- 
Joying them, though I could not ſee whathap- 
inefle it wasto have him, yet I ſee what mi- 
forie itis to wanthim :and yetin thisIaccount 
my ſelfe happy,thatT have ſought him while 
hewas within hearing: foralas, if I had ſtayed 
from ſeeking him, till hee had-beene out of 
hearing ; What hopecould I have had; of ever 
recovering him? | ; 

-But O thetendermercies of God, that hath 
not ſuffered me to pur off, my ſeeking him. ſo 
long: for, O my ſoule, itisno leſſe his mercie 
that I ſeeke him, thenthat hee heares me, my 
defire is not moreto have him, then his to bee 
had; for how elſe could he have heard mecas 
ſoeneas I ſought him, bur that hee ſtood li- 
ſening, as it were, when I would lecke him 2 


of thing 


rent whither he head me orno; but he gaveme 
| audience with no lefle. Intention: to | my 

ſair,thenattention to know: it ;-for heare the 
ſucceſſe of my ſecking him, ſee the fruit of his 
hearing me;'He delivered mee from all my feares, 
'Tohavedclivered mee fromall 'my' troubles, 


Magnifying in the higheſt depree. l 


mags quam fruendo , Wee know the goodneſle | 


| and he heard me not as-one that were indiffe-| 


—_———— 


had beeneagreatfavouryburatarre greater,to| 
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| 96 | Meditationsuponebe34. Pſutme., 
deliverme from all my feares, for where thar, | 
world have but freed me from preſcrt evill ; 
This ſecures me fromevill tocome z that now - 
lenjoy not onely Tranquilitic, but ſecuritie : 
apnviledge onely of the __ The wicked 
may be free fromtrouble, but canthey be free. 
| from-feare 2- No, God knowes, though they 
be not introuble like other men, ob they Jive 
in more feare then other men ;. Guiltinefſe of | 
mind, or mind of the world-never (uffers them: 
[ro he ſecure, though they bee free: ſometimes 
| | from-the fit of an Ague, yet they are never. 
; 'withouta grudging :and( if Imay uſe the ex- 
(. prefſion-of Poets) though they feele not al- 


b 'wayes the Whippe of Ty/zphone, yet they feele- 


alwayes. her. terrours ; and ſeeing the Lord | 
hath done this forme, hath delivered me from | 
| all my feares ; have I not cauſe, juſt.caulc. to: 
magnific him, and exalthis Names iq 
s \ |. ButisGodsmercy confined onely: to-mee, 
| and notextended as well to others? Yes, my 
Vaſe 5. {oule, Dems omnibus idemy, Godis good toall : 
("9 7* [his mercyis overallhis-workes; Notonely o- 
'ver them, as. being above them-all , but. over 
'themas extended tothemall: for other as well 
| as 1, Looked. unto' him, and were lightened; But 
Bj fhoulditnotbec rather ſaid z God looked: to: 
thers, and they were: lightened, then — 
# þ 
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} They looked to God, and were li , 
; Far Godis Light, and when the Light lookes | 
| | tous, weare ſure tobclglitencd: butwee that | 
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aredarkneſſe maylooke tothe Light, and yet 
contiauein darknefſe till ? but isit not,thatthe 
influence of, Gods fayour deſcends upon the: 
godly.inakind of correſpondence to theit ſer- 
vice: if theycry, they ſhall be heard: if they; 
mourne, they ſhall be comforted, if they hum- 
blethem(elves, they ſhall be exalted , ſo here, 
becauſe they looked to God, they were ligh- 
tenced, Indeed Lightisthe p inheritance 
-of thegodly, as being-the children of light, 
whichthough they cannot deſerve, yet they 
may expea and havethey not reaſon then to 
looke to him, in whom iris, and from whom 
4t muſt come © They little deſervero be lighte- 
|ned, that will not looke to him that is their | 
light : If itmay be had for a looke, and they 
will not doethat ; they worthily deſerveto be 
kept indarkneſle. Itis true,all would be lightc- ; 
| [ned, but all take not the right courſe, they, 
looke not the right way : There arc ſome that 
looketo the ſtarres to bee lightened, becauſe ; 
the ſtarres indeed are glorious bodyes, and 
give light to the world; and theſe are ſuch as | 

ribute allto Chance, and Fortune: and there | . 
areſome, and theſe the worſt ſome, that looke 
to Zuciferto be lightened, becauſe they thinke 
hebeares not his name for nought; and theſe 
are ſuch as lighethem Candles of impictic, and} 
by impictie: burtheſe are delufions, and im-- 
poſtures: the way to bee truly lightened in- | 
{deed, ts to looke ro God :'for heeis the Farher þ 
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| 98 | Meditations upon the 34..Pſalme. 
(| of Lights:and as there is nothing with him:; 
(| | o there comes nothing frem him, but-onely 
| Light. O then, my ſoule, looke to: God, and 
| . The will lighten thee, looke to him with the 
eye of Faith, and the light of his. Countenance 
ſhall ſhine upon thee, $414 
| | But though the children of the world bee 

| wiſer intheir Generation, then the children of 
| Light , yet inthis, the godly are the wiſer : for 
J they looked to God, and were lightened : and t ir 
faces were #0t aſhamed : But may wee not ſay 
then, the more ſhame for them? for is it not 
true which is ſaid, that nothing belongs tous, 
but confufion, and ſhame of face ? may we not 
be aſhamed to ſhew our faces to Gad, being fo 
foule, and filthy as they are, ſeeing hee en-, 
duresnothing that is uncleane 2 O my ſoule, as 
they that looked to- the Brazen Serpent were 
preſently healed ; ſo they that looke to. God; 
are preſently lightened: for though looking to 
the materiall Sunne, bee a cauſe toſtayne, and 
tanne the face:. yet looking to the Sunne of 
Rightcouſneſleis a meanes to cleanſe it, and: 
makeit amiable: and why then ſhould they be- 
aſhamed * Isit any ſhame to ſhew our ſores to 
our Phylſitian? oranyſhame to ſhew ourfaults: 
to our Canfeſleurs No more is it any ſhame 
to ſhew. our faces to. God, though never ſo | 
foule, and ſo full of ſtaynes, ſecing hee is the 
true Phyſitianthat onely can cureus, Hee the. 
true Confeſlourthat onely can abſolveus. 


BY | But. 
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© Butwho arethey that were lightened'' Per- 
haps Panci ques aqums 4ndvuit-: ſome few | 
were .in- his favour ; perhaps rich - men that 


could offer him Hecatombes, and plentifull ſa- 
crifices: No my ſqule; The poore mas cryed, and | 
| hee heard him : and ſaved him out of all his tron- | "ſe 6. 
bles : for God is no accepter of perſons, Hee 
neither regards the legges of the ſtrong, nor 
| the faces of the beautifull, nor the wealth of | 
the rich, but whoſoever they be that looke to 
him, and feare him, theyare ſareto taſte of his 
mercy and goodneſſe.. 

But though-the poore-man cryed, are wee 
ſarehe rye to God © hee might cry out of 
ſenſe of his miſery, and-what: were this to 
move God to heare ?: O my ſoule, any crying 
! of the godly, isa Muſick with which God-1s 
{| pleaſed, orat leaſt is moved: if it bee a crying 
out of ſenſe of milerie, God is moved with it 
in his mercy , if a crying out of Devotion, 
God is pleaſed with it in his Juſtice. O then | 
my ſoule, rather never-cry, then not cry to | 
| God:for by crying to him;thou getteſt, I may h 
fay, two ſtrings to thy bow: both his Mercie, 
and his Juſtice : and were it not folly to leave 
out one, where thou mayſt have both s Bur 
{ though wee know not what the poore mans 
crying was, yet wee ſee what Gods heatin 
was: for hearing him, hee ſaved him from all 
his troubles; and who would not cry, to be >| 
np The world _may thinke it a ſtrange 
&& O 3 courſe} 
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| 100 | Meditations uponthe 34..P/alme., 
courſein the pooreman,to cry to God to Eli. 
yerhim from his troubles, being ſo farre of | 
from him: but how farre was hee from him, | 
when he heard him © Tf hee were fo ncere to 
him, thathemight heare him, hee.could notbe 
ſo farrefrom him, but he might helpe him. © 
-my ſoul, let the world thinke their pleaſure, 
let them ſtudie, and plot, and caſt about how ts 
bring their purpoſes topaſſe; Doe thou cry ts | 
Godtodeliver thee from thy-troubles,- for if 
| thou cry, thou mayſt þe ſure hee will heare | 
- | thee, and if he heare, thou needſt not doubt 
- but he will helpe thee. But yet miſtake not the 
meaning, whenitis ſayd, that God ſayed- him 
from all his troubles, as though, becauſe hee 
was a poore man, that therefore hee was'pre- 
ſently made rich: ,Orif he were in paine, thar 
| he had preſentlycaſe - for God goes not al- 
waycsthe ordinary way of Phyſicians, tocure 
{cold Diſeaſes with hot Medicines; his wayes 
of deliveranceare ofter-times ſpirituall; and 
| ſo Fobmight be ſaid to bee delivered from all 
his troubles, when God gave him patience to | 
endure his troubles; but ſpecially ZaJarmws 
.might be ſaid to-bee delivered from his trou- 
bles, when he was carryed by Angels. into 4- 
| brahams boſome. IT 
Fer + And here it falls out fitly to mention An- | 
7* | gels; forthe Angell of the Lord encampeth round | 
abarit then. that feare him, and delivereth them. | 
Vee little thinke we have a continuall guard | 
1: 16593 | | abouf| 


tm 
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 [O my foule, this is ſo, and yer wee thinke our 


abourus, and teſſe we thinke that wee have a | 


[ thatiris a-Campe of Angels : oh how ſafes. 
ſhould we thinke our ſelves, if this were fo't' 


ſelves not fafe enough : and may it not then be 
| What doubr ye of, O yer of jrttle faith? 


can wee thinke there be Angels to | 
guard us, when we ſcarce thinke there 


turesof. God : and thencerrainly creatures of | 
amoſt excellentnature: 'and would Avſes ther 


have left them our, in his Catalopue of Crea- | 
tures, where he reckons them-atl up<- Indeed| 
for this very reaſon, beeauſe they are! Crea- | 
tures of a moſt excellent Nature; hath' avfes | 
leftthem out: for hee ſpeakes but of mareriall} 
Crearures, in this marerialt world ; of which. 


| thinke perhaps thereare none; becanſe wre can:}. 


number; the Angels-are none. Bur'wee may | 


fee nonecas thoughrweeould! ſce@thing thatis | 
iavifible:ſhallwethereforethiake we haveno | 
— wecannot ſee our _—_ Wee} 

now Faith,and nocby w; and there-| 
fore — ſoules NR neds,weſhalt} 


not by Faith. Alas! if we belcevenomorcthen'| 
weſce, weſeeme not to liveby Faitly neither, | 
forFaithbeleeves tharwhich itcannorſcerOh'| 


therefore my ſolte,tomiake it appearethonti+ | 


whole Campeforour guard; but leaſt of all, | 


$* forif therebee, they maſt beecrea- | 


then ſce both, when we ſhall liveByGight, and| 


_ —_—_— A ..___ 6 Go -e 
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| 102 | Meditations upontbe 34. Þſalme. | 
Ys Article of thy Creed, that the Angels cn-' 
 campe and pitch their Tentsaboutthee: tharif 
atany.time thou bee aſſaulted, if aſſaulted b 
enemies, if by.an Army of enemies,thou maitt ! 
have recourſeto the confidence of this Guard, 
and neyer tremble for any Alarum:: ſeeing | 
there aremore with us, thenareagainſt us. . 
But how can the godly thinke they have a 
Guard about them, when itis for Princes one- 
ly to havea Guard; and thegodly for themoſt 
part arebut private men 2 O my ſoule, this is. 
| a Guard that attends noleſlſethe pooreſt man, 
then the greateſt Prince, and attends him with 
as much carefaineſſe, as if he were a Prince.. 
Burif there aig. te. defend the godly. 
why.dve. they -not defend-them ?- why doe. 
they ſuffer themto be ſomoleſted, ſo affliaed 
as they are? for-who are in ſuchtroubles, who 
groanc under ſuch afflitions as the godly? 
and would this be1o,-if that were ſos would 
they be ſo oppreſſed, if-rhey had Angels to 
relieve theme O my ſoule, thou little conſi- | 
dereft the infinite benefits that the godly re-. 
receive by the miniſterie of Angels. 1f perhaps | 
they ſuffertroybles of the body, doe they not 


eſcape farxe greater of| the; ſoule*; If, they .cn-. 
dure pertiaps ſome momeptaric afflitions, doc 
they notavaid afflitions that would-be ever- 
| Jaſting © Is there not an Apy: of malignant. 
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ſpinispoaſtukchemgad'< they be faſe 
rom tearing .in peeces3.Jit: there. were. not. a. 
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——_— Angels to affiſt them ? But though 
| the Angels beaguard tothe whole man, both 
body and{oule; yetbeing creatures ſpirituall 
and inviſible ; they arechiefly a-guard tothe 
invifibleand ſpirituall part,which is theſoule. 
| The body they know muſt goe to the earth, 
andtherefore thougha part, is the lcaſt part of 
their care; Tt is the 'Soule they chiefly waite 
upon, becauſeitis the-ſoule they chiefly waite 


it ſhall-leave the body, tharthey may take it, 
andcarry it into Abrahams boſome: fortill then 
they breake not up their Campe. - 
_ - Andnow; O'my ſoule, ſeeing the Angels 
are ſo beneficiall, and ſogoodunro us ; 0h zaft, 
and ſee how good the Lord #5: for by the:good- 
ewefind inthe Angels, we may takeatafte 
of the goodneſſerhat is in God: if it bea great 
poobnnten the Angels to encampeabout us : 
how great is his goodneflc that gives it them in 
charge? for-the Angels would' not doe ir, it 
God did not command them : Alas ! they 
could notdoei;if God did not enable them, 
0h then, yaſtegnd ſee, how good the Lord #1, Not 
how good-the Angels are, though -they bee 
200d, andexceeding goodintheir kind,as Mi- 
niſters: yet what'is this to the goodneſſe of 
God, who is the Fountaine of goodnefſe tothe 
Angels.themſelves? 4 TOES 
. - Othen,Taſte,- and ſee how go0d the Lord u : 
fortaſtehim we may, ts bur:taſt him 


| for: forthey ſtand waiting for the ſoule, when | 


while 


Verſe 8, 
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deditationsupoutbe 34+ Pfalme. | 
_ | while we live here, ,wee ſhall not. have a full 
comprehenſien of him, till wee come to. ſee,as: 
1 ——__—_— wen LS OPIROIIEs: 
camping els round abut us... 
. .' © then, Taſt aud. ſie how-good the Lord u, 
but how can wee taſt him.that is not bodily e- 
how ſee him thatis not viſible Not him n-- 
deed, but his goodnefle : and not his good- 
neſſe, neither inirsſclfe, bur in its cftds ; and 
not in its effe&s neither, asthey ſhall be, butas 
they are, which God knowes, is but a ſmall] 
partof that they ſhall be. | 
| O then, Taſte, «ud ſee hom-good the Lund ic : 
| if you would buttaſte him, you would never 
b- take pleaſure in, other. meat: if you would but: 


4 ſee him, you would neyer delight inotherob- 
| jet: Q my ſoule, if thou couldſt but taſte the | 


' ſweetnelſlc, if but ſee. the goodneſle that is in - 
| God, it would make theefallinto agreaterex- | 

rafie, than that of. Saint Peer at;the fight of | 
Chriſts glory.in'the Mount: at leaſt it would 
k. weane thee from. all the pleaſures, that the | 
taſte, or the ſight, can mimſter to-thee in this | 
| | vainc wosld; for alas, what arc the, pleaſures 
| of the taſte, to: the ſweetneſle that is in God, 
| butas bitter Aloes,. to the ſweeteſt honey 2 - 
| Whatare the delights that paſſe by the ſenkes. 
| to the delight in God, thar paſleth all under. 

| ſtanding? MaylI not pouly paces the 
| meantha traftethin hin : tor hee that truſteth in| 
God,and he onely, is like to bee admitted to | 
A taſte | 
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caſte the fwocenciſe, and to ſee the ecodnaflſe | 
that is in God: which onely arcthe Sdngs that 
Moe _ us orgney hr it torruſt mGod, 
Io'e) olly upon and to purall 
our confidenceinhim 9 T war Hake nab r 
is toleane upona broken reede, to tmiſt in our 
ſelves, is tolcancupona ſhadow, onelyrotruft 
in God, isthetrue Tera firms, where the At- 
gels pitch their Tents ; and -where' if weefixe 
our ſelves, the gates of Hellcan never prevaile 
| us. What preſerved Fones in the 
Whales belly? What, Daxrel in the Lyons 
ag only their truſt in God 2 O then 
my ſoule, docthoualſo rruft in God, and hee 
willberhe fame God to' thee, the ſhine fite- 
gard inthy dangers, ashe was to Fen and to 
Danicl. Baryer letthy truſting in him befuch 
ocharrbtaprafimonats for therearecettaine 
bounds thatmuiſt not be paſſed : Itis asdange 
rous to goetoo farre in truſting in him, as whe 
tobſhort: hn ng ors —— . puts -us on for 
comming to0 Oit is Feare tharkeepes us 
off ——_— too fare: O therefore Feare the 
ee hus ſaints; fartherews no wantrot%em that 
Rack - Verelya ftrong Motive to tnake us 
fearc Gods ſeeing hee that Feates him ſhall. 
want nothing. And yet the Motive nor'fo 
ſtrong, but the rcaton as apparanr, for the; 
Feare 'of the Lord is the beginning of wiſe-" 
done; aud Wiſedome I may fay is the godly: 
mansÞurvious:and what marvel! then 5h ee? 
|. A A... —s 
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as Wiſcdome, to keepe him from want : bur | 


wantnothingthat hath ſo cunning aPurveiour 


then it. muſt be from. want of things that are, 
good: forto wantother: things, is- no diſpa- 
ragement to Wiſedomes pourveyance. O that 

men would underſtand how to diſtinguiſh,be- 
tyeene things that are truly. good indeed, and 

things that but. onely ſeeme good ! we ſhould 
then have a-better, world then wee have,. and | 
men would never complaine of want, when 
they have but too much: never bee ſo carneſt 
for ſupply of things, that truly conſidered;are 

but meerely ſuperfluous. If therefore one that 
feares God be inany. want, we may know that 
the thing he wants' is not good : for if it were 

good, he ſhonld not want it: it may perhaps be. 
goodin it ſelfe, but not good for him, and-if 
not good for him, hee cannot be truly: ſaid to: 
want it,becauſc indeed he were betterbe with- 

Out: 1t.. 

Bur is Fearea thing of ſuch force to ſupply 

our wants ? One would rather thinke that- 
boldnefle and courage ſhould ſupply them 2-| 
Nomy ſoule, forwhat creature ſo couragious 
as the Lyon? Yet the young lyons-doe lacke, and. 
ſeffer comp; : whether they be young Lyons- 
as depending upon the proviſion of their Pa- 
rents or young in the ſtrength of their youth, 
that can provide for themſelves, yer they ſome- 
times lacke and ſuffer hunger-: - for--indeed 


ſtrength of body, isnot the beſt Purveiour:No 
Ss | __ my} 


Meditations upon the 34. Pſalme.| 167 | - | 
my ſoule,, nothing but wiſedome makes the, | | 
true purveyance, and,no. wiſcdomie. without | © [ 

the fcare of the Lord, and therefore none but 
they that feare the Lord can. bee: free from | 


want, | 'F 
But is. not thisa fearefull dodrine, that et» | | 

ther weemuſt feare, or elſe wee muſt want 2 

were it not as good to. want, :aS-to: have;our | 


wants ſupplycd by fcare* | Is notthe Remedic 
worſethen the Diſcaſe? . Alas !. this is but the 
objection of Children , cither., Children..in 


cares, or Children in underſtan Spe WHO 
| = not what Eeare it is;I meane: and there- 


fore Come Hin en hearkento mee - I will |Verſe 11, | 
teach youthe fear of the Lord: It 1s not aFeare, Þ 
that you need beafraid of, it-is a: feare, . that | 
J will free you ſromall. other feares , it is a feare 
that is Ative z whereall other feares are; Paſs, 
five : It isa Feare that workes.in IO AnG: WHO: | 
would not love fuchaFeare? .ItisaFcarethar.| | 
is joyned with Joy: a Feare,notto:offend : but Ws 
a ” fornot offending: It is a Feare, not. - 3 
ſo much of Gods juſtice, as-of his Mercy :. 
| for there is mercy-with him.thar hee may: bee 
feared :Itis nora Ecarethat will ſhorten your | 
life, but be a meanes to prolong it: butthen it | 
{ muſt notbe a bare ſpeculative feare, but; you 
_ putitin p {e: and _ _— the. | 
rules: Keepeihy tongue from evill, and thy Lippes,| Vorfe 125 | 
| from ſpeaking guile: Depart ramen and CH | _—_ | 
Jake Peace , and prrſue it. Long lite was once | | 
al P 3 promiſed)...  -— | 
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($556k miſed before, ro then that honour rheir| 


| that love their Neighbours; for theſe Rules are 
| asthe whole body of morall Philofophie, and 


kin £4 e, forfcare leſt thy guile "Ef diſcove- 
| «|S if 9: and be tho for feare of repen- 
| purſue «t, for feare of Toſing it. The two firft 
-maft firſt be regnlared, before workes can bee 


2nd they are foure; where the Dp of 


;and. here it is promiſed againe tothe 


ae therefore delivered in ſixe parts, like the ſix 
Commandements of the ſecond Table z Which 
onely concerne our dutie to Neighbours : and 
inall of them the qualitie of chicfe Predomi- 
nance, 'and' which keeps then all in tune, is 
Feare; Ketpe thy tongne: from tvill , for fare of 


the evillakat may ſh: : and thy lip ps from ſpea- | 
7 ſhame." Depart from evill, for feare 

>: Seekd pace, For feare "of wanting it; and 
-Precepts = the datic of words, for words 


pn mr they arcboth Negative ; Keepe 
thy tonget om evill- and thy li ſpraking 
Lathe: for\vis hot required of be torignero be 
Eloquent; or of the lips to deliver Oracles: 
Itiscnough'i in therengue, if it be not irreve- 
rent toſuperioyrs, nor: erractin from equalts: 
Itisenough in the! Af theybenor charnies 
to deccive, nor Equ1 ivocanons to delide. - 

The other Preceptsarethe duttc of ours 


words Werehurrwo; ; becauſewe muſt be: 


9d tkes; then in words: : arid theyare'all A 
Srmarivettor! itis againſt hepa ee] Gabor 


=y 


— | 
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Medwations upon t I)" top | 
tobe in the Negative : foo fo working ſhould "1 
|benoberter thenidlepeiſe: the -twa ro Aon. 
(erverdl,es grnemlias Good and Enill, \chatif 
anything tharis Evill,our | 
to to Depart: forthereis.no dem BE: E-- 
vill ; Nodallying with bayres : leſt ſtaying,we 
be ſtayed, as:Eve was: Therefore depart from e-- | 
vill, we meet wirhany thatis good; our | 
workeie,ha ull-Shugiting ana mlledof| 
ing 5notto propria b | 
25to be done: we never teade' of any reward | 
= oo werkomby, bntellewemdl one | 
or WOr tan me TR15 ; | "= 
[The henry cords —_ —— EF: 
two: Arc: $ r 
wecallthem ſpecial}, as being particular, oras 
beingexcellent,tor fois Peace :Tt is the legacie 
that was left us by Chriſt : and avho would. 
loſe Chrifts-Legacte, for want of ſceking ir 
Therefore ſeeke; Prace , and. purſuc it. bur not 
purſue Peace, forthis: were-romake warre up-/ 
on peace, but purſuctheſecking' of Peace : Te 


though it be ſaid; ſeeke, udp lids yes yeLir] 


is not ſaid how way Aa BE 
nora par th een youtid : 
irnotat ue the ou 
finditat laſt. Agree. with thine Advetiaide: 
| while thou art in the. wayz This is to ſeeke| 
peace: Leavethineoffcring at the Altar, and 
gocfirſt, andbe reconciled : This is to purſue} 
1t.Or perhaps:thecounſcll GT 44 S] 
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to Tawothy, may.cxpreſic it-plainer: Be- inſtant 
3 Caen and et. feafher +28 Ben iaftene by 
| ſeaſon, isto ſeeke peace : tobe inſtant out of | 
| ng. Pu. 2 CH Indeed if a man defire 
long life, andto ſee gooddayes; hemuſt have 
| aſpeciall care of peace : whitherit be peace in 
the humours, or peace in the. Paſtons, whither 
Peace with God,;or peace with men :theyare 
all prolongersof life;and lifeisneverſhortened: 
ordiſquicted; burfor want af 'peace in' one of 
theſe, and thereforethat you may not bee to 
ſeckeof long life, ſeeke peace, jc: fm 357 

| Andnow, O my ſoule, is there not great 
cauſe, that the feare of the Lord ſhould ani- 
mate all our words and workes, when fo great 


a Majcſtic, as the eye of Godis looking-upon 
them? when ſo {acred an Auditorie, as the 
| cares - _ hearkening to them ? Have 
es of. the Lord are upon t e righteo ws ; 4nd his 
Kg, 2 nt their = and canany man be ſo 
withoutthame, as to bee without. feare, when: 
he is: the ſpectacle which God is pleaſed to. 
lookeupon'? the fpeaker which he vouchbſafes 
tohearkento? But, O:my ſoule, as it cannot | 
but make thee feare, ſoit cannotbut make thee | 
joy ; for pe. honour, then to: bee the 
-abje& of Godseyesand cares 2. What though 
the world regard thee not, as longas God re- 
gards thee 2 What arethe eycsand eares of the 
world; but eyes andeares of ſcorne, or elſe of 
| envie : of ſcorne, when. in adverſitic, and of 


—— 


wd 
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| 


rawes the-eyes, 
caresof Gad : dale. rikcambiing the 
|greatforce that is in _—_ which not de 


Ce [I 


Earth. 
| Burmay notthe wicked ere Tombes and 
| paar > will. preſerve their _—_ 


| Mk Pi T m_| 


Fare is them, to cut off their remembrance 
fromthe earth - O my foule, as thou confidereſt 
with joy-the reatforcethat is in  _— | 


turncsaway his Eyes, pens but 
RE be pink Face in furie 
thas if þis favouns of looking upon us, and. 
bearkeningto us, cariot winne us to feare him 

out of love : at leaſt the bendidg his Pace a- 
gainſt us inanger, may force us to feare him - 
ourof terrour: for he bonds not his Face to 


euponit; bur it is to cut off the very 


membrance of them thar doe evill from the 


Þrance Ages: perhape aslo 
"tore e and then is- 
membrance cutoff from the Earth buriiond 


ked, and nox 'onely bis cyes, but his whole 
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Verſe 17. 


what Fanh- is itnot meant from the Land'of 


by 
| wicked; foras it is ſai here, that the 'remem- 


| Earth ſo it is ſaid inanotherplace of the god: 


the living * that inthis may be feene'thediffe- 
rent condition: 2nethegodly'and the 


branceof the wicked ſhall be cut off from the 


ly, that they ſhall be had ineverlaſting remem- 
brance : and where is anyeverlaſting remem- 
brance to behad, butinthe Land of t living? 
Indeed to have their remembrance cut off in 
this Earth, is not worthy of Gods threatning :. 
Itis the cutting off from the Landofthe living, 
which is the blotting them out of the Booke of- 
life ; that isa worke worthy of Gods ſetting 
his Faceagainſt them, and this may wellbee 
called acutting off, not ny Avant it 
come ſuddenly upon them, but becauſe they 
are never like to be heard; Alas ! never like to' 
be heard of any;more, which can neverbethe' 
condition of che godly, for they caf never be. 
ſo outof remembrance, but that they ſhall bee 
alwayes heard of God: For the righteows cry. 
and the Lord hearath', aud adiverah thens out-of 
-Buthowisitliketo be true, that the godly 
ſhall never be forgotten, when they ſeemeto 
| be forgottenalready whilethey live? for how. 
elſc ſhould it happen, that they.are more-in | . 
trouble, inmoretrouble-than other men; bur 
that God hath caſt them out of his remem- 


| 


brance © O my ſaule, their very being introu- 
| ble, : 


youre _—__ 
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ble,is acertaine argument that God remem- | 
bers them : if he had not remembred ;Fob, and 
his rightcouſneſſe, hetwould neverhavegiven 
Sathanſo muckleave as hedid torroublehim. 
For-indeed, though troubles be judgements to 
the wicked ; and are as the firſt blowes to cut 
| off their remembrance from the earth, yetthey 
are but _ ro the godly, and doe but. ſerve 
to make the 
wenotſcehow Trees are nipt with froſt and 
cold, and not ſo much as a leafe leftrhanging 
ps , ſcarce fo muchas life remaining in 
17 butis it not to renue inthem the er 


{pringing,and to make wayfor fruitsin agrea- 
er penn --and ſuch are the'troubles of the 
godly, they end in deliverance; and thoug 

they bebitrer for the preſent, yet they make 
the joyes afterward to taſte the ſweeter. And 
what maryell, if God heare the cry of the 
righteous, being ſo nighunto themas hee is ? 
For the Lord is nigh wnto them, that areof a broken 
heart : Not broken with envie, as many are: 
Not broken with deſpaire, as ſome are; but 
broken with ſenſe of their finne,:as the-righ- 
teaus are ; for this onely is thebraken heart,to 
which Godisnigh.: and hee is not nigh it, in 


vaine: No my ſoule, it is good having Godto| 


beour neighbour , for hee faves all them to 
whomhe 1s nigh ; Hee-ſaves all thens that bee of 
acontrite, and humble heart : the lower they are 


eirremembrance bethefreſher.Dae | 


Verſe 18, 


inthcirowneeyes, the higher they arc in his: 
Q 2 and 
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and whenchoir heart is broken with ſeaſe of 
theirGnne, he makes it whalcagaine with fup- 
Verſe ply of his'grace. Itistruez Aary are-the offi 
T9 | trons of therightedus; but the Lord delivers of 
emtof all, Far the righteous have many one» 
mics, and therefore muſt- needes have many | 
troubles, but their troubles.are not trouble- 
fome, becauſe they havethe Lord fortheir de. 
 intheicficknefle: If it bebunger, hee fills: the 
| hungrie'with good things, when hee ſends the 
 richempticaway: if it be Death itſclicz Demg- 
25, Danui ſantexituemorts; theiſſucs of Death 
arciall in-Gods hands : and all -this- white, | 
thoughthcirhearr be broken, yet their- bones | 
are whole ſtill: They may have-thornes inthe | 
fleſh, butnert abene of theirs-s brokey : for oneof- 
their bones is Faith, whichthough it may bee 
— yet —_— broken;: Another ws | | 
their bones:is Hope, whichthoughitmay : 
battered, yetitcannotbebroken: and Paticnce 
isa bone, which may be vexed, but can never. 
bebroken:forinall of them, the.Lordhatha. 
hand; Hee:upholds the. righteous, that they 
cannot fall : Hee ftxengthens them -that they 
cannot faint, and as long:as their. bones .bee 
whole, they are able to ſtand upright, and | 
ſhrinke not for- any burthen, that either the 
BKleſh, orthe World can lay upon them; And 
though David inthis;haveaneye perhaps up- 
on Chriſt, of whom indeed there was not a 
Bone } 
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Bone broken z yet whatis ſpoken of the Head, 
tec ap 


womcprat wands rv 
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* ?: Alas 1 theydoe xr: faite-: 
nough \themſelvess for Sinneis a 


thatcommit it: and-itmiay: 
ry wicked-man;vbathe is Felo.de ſo, a Murthe-: 
rerof him{clfe.. Thengh Rightcouſneſſe of it 
ſelfe, doth not. ſave-the Righteous, bur-they. 
needaSaviour befides,: yet wickednefle of it) 


ſelfe deſtroyes the wicked, they:need no —_— 


Deſtroyer: Peraitiornaexte, 0:Ifracls, Thy: 

Reeteniefwache ſclte, Olſracl. | _ 
And,.O'my :ſoule , what. great Examples: 
thereareto verefie this ſaying; 


i; 


| ing d y | 
ro helpe then), ſo:they have:mone- £0 hure: 


Poyſon ;4t tures viokently:backe upon them: 
faid ofeve-}, 


They that haze | 
| 2he awanjan} be dejalate... W ſhenCaimhated | 


£0 the: 

_ of; Chefs! | 
yarek 

breaking. But thetroubles of the har 


| 


\* 3 20 the. 


Verſe 21, 
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a Far righteous Abe?, was he not thereupon made 
deſolate, and became a Vagabond, forſaken 


reez | 
igh- 


both of Godand man? butina ighe 
when the wicked Jewes hated Chriſt the 
teous, was there nota Voyce heardas of An- 
gels, ſaying; Migremwus hinc : Let us depart 
from this. place? and thereupon left them de-' 
ſolate,:without ns 1 rophet;' without 
'Temple,;or Altar, to this day* You may ſay. 
perhaps, thatCammig ly, be made deſo- | 
fate, having killed his brother inia time, when 
there was: no; mote.in the whole world, but | 
that one Familie : but how can thewicked bee 
madedeſolatenow;, when 7c munaue its ma- 
ligne eft poſs; Whenall theworld "is full of 
them; and-hoBeaſts ſo herd together as they, 
doe? Butis itnor,.that Deſolatenefſe conſiſts 
not ſo much'in want of —_— in wantof 
comfort: was Fob the lefſe deſolate for having 
| company, of whom ro-fay; Miſerable com- 
forters are yeall: much leſle ſhal the wicked be 
the leſſe deſolate forhavingcompanyof whom | 
to ſay, Miſerable Tormentours are yee all; 
for alas, all their companie, ſhall bee cither 
Companions in their: torments,, or Compa- 
nions their tormentours : which can never: 
bee. the caſe.of the godly : for though they 
be not ſo perfeR, not to have their faults, yet 
they are ſo happy, not to have them -imputed : 
for being Gods ſervants, Hee will redeeme them: | 
though they be taken captive, yethee = — | 
| iffer 
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ſuffer them tocontinue Captives : but rather 
then not redeeme them, he will give his onely | 
Sonne to betheir ranſome, + ad 
Bur yet how can the godly chooſe but bee 4 
Deſolate, when the whole world ſcarce affords 4 
enow to make a company ?- and where then: | I 
can company be had to keepe them from being 
deſolate? O my ſoule, they have Angels to. 
itch their Tents about them, while they live -4 
re, and hereafter they ſhallcometobee Ci- "3 
tizens in the New Hieruſalem, where they ſhall | 
havecompanyenough: Prieſts, and Patriarksy-. 
Prophets, and Apoſtles 5 Martyrs, and Con-- 
feſſours ; bleſſed Virgins, and chiefly the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin ; butaboveall, where they ſhall ſee 
the Bleſſed face of God , whoſe onely fight is 
) able, whoſe ſight is onely able to keepe from: 
being deſolate:and thenat leaſt I ſhall bee as | 
able to performe my Vow, as now I am 
ready to make it: I will blefſe the Lord . | 
atall times, his Praiſe ſhall 1 
continually be in my | 
mouth, . 
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the living God. 
3 Tea, the Sparrow hath found an boſe; and 
| the Swallow a neſt for ber ſelfe, where e ma 


0g 
Flofts, Lav ee God. 
4 Bliſſed are they that dwell mm thy houſe; 
they will be ſtill prayſing thee. 
5 Bleſſed #' the man whoſe ſirength uu *n 
thee ; 
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we grcatneſſe of a thing in _ 
AER tcarmes; wee are faine to fl 
ZY \ S wonder,and ſodoth David 

: "A becauſe he coborexprothe thi 


= 


Sid) theLord are; hee-therefore falls ti 


iering, and helpes hiraſelſewith a que 
On: Nd nab at thy Tabernacks, O Lord 0j 
Hoſts ?. Bur is not Davids wondering it ſelte 
widnderfult;thatthe Tabernacles of the Lord 
of 'Hofis ſhould befo wonderfully amiable * 
Isit nora wonder they ſhould bee amiable ar, 
all: Sor are not his Tabernactes, Tents of 
Warre* and'is there any extye in Warre that 
caribeamiable#s'If hehad How br 
are: thy: Tabcrnacles , O* Lord of Hoſts, his 
weaderlad bvent-with {ome EOND 
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the Lord of Hoſtsis terrible inall his workes 
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rible, asthey are Tabernacles of the Lord of 
Hoſts: and when this Tertibleneſſe hath made: 


place will be left for wonder, to-give cauſe to | 
fav, How amiable are” thy Tat rnacles, O- 
Lord of Hoſts 2 But if tee had fayd; How 
terribleare thy Tabernacles,O Lond. of Hoſts; ; 
though it might have beene wonderfull in the 
degree, yet it could not- bee wonderfull in the 

ind ; for what wonder is-it, .if-the Taberna- 
cles of the Lord of Hoſts bee: terrible 2 but | 
when he ſaith; How amiable are thy Taberna- 
cles, O Lord of Hoſts, this is notonely won-' 
derfull in the 'degree;. but-in the kind, much 
more. For whatcan bemore wohderfull, then 
thatbcing Tabernacles of the Lord of Hoſts, 
they ſhould be amiable, and ſo amiable,as to 
be wondredat 2 But is it.not, that God is in 
himſclfe fa amiable, that all things of His; 
even his Terrours themſelves areamruablechis | 
Tabernacles and his Tents ; his Sword; and 
his Speare; his Darts, and his Arrowes , all: 
amiable: Terrible no doubt to his Enemies , 
but amiable, wonderfull amiable to-all thar 
love and, feare him :_ and great reaſon they; 
ſhould be ſo, ſeeing they are all-in their de- 
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fence,and for theirſafeguard : 
 Tabernacles of the Lord of Holts to the: wic- 
ked, yet: they are-iCourts ef-the Prince. of 
| pooh to theigodly:and this makes 
Bra 


thouglhthey be | 


| lang for the courts of the Lord..:For I defire in- 
deed tobe & Courtier, -yet-notas I am now ; 
Godknowes I am very unfit for it : but be 
cauſe Gods; Courts are ſuch, they make any 
ane fit, that but comes into them: they receive 
not men fit,but make them fit; and he that was 
before, but a: ſhrub in Bacez afſoone as. hee 
.comes into the Courts of the Lord, is preſents 
ly made a Cedar in Zebanow. hich 
..: Ladeed, if his Tabernacles bee ſo wonder- 
fullamiable, they muſt needs beas wonderfull 
attraQive, for there is noſuch Adamant as. A- 
! miableneſſe: Nothing that' ſo powerfully at- 
traQs, and drawes all hearts unto it... :And to 
|knowthe meaſure of their Amiableneſſe,” by 
ya Aa of their Attrating, you need but | 
looke upon my ſoule : For, wy fouk longeth, 
and. even fainteth for the Geurts of the Lord 
which it would. never doe; if it-were nor for | 
their wonderfull amiableneſſe, that atrrads, 
anddrawes it by akind of violence, indeed by | 
akind violence-unto them. O10 | 
o EY Amiableneſſe m_ mo to-make 
a longing ; Ndr every longing ſo great, to 
| aka Fing ;; Nor every fainting {o- great, 
to theſoulete faint': Oh then eonlider, 
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how great this Amiableneſſe is, which' makes | 
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my foule not onely to long, but to faint with 


longing * - Andblamemenot for fainting, as 
thoogh it weremy ownetault, that would not 
reſtrainemy longing: for ſeeing his' Taberna- 
cles are of infinite amiableneſſe, they muſt | 
nceds worke immeaninfinitedelighting, and 
thardelighting, aninfinite longing': and-whar 
reſtraintcan there be of 'thatwhith is infinite < 
Noalas, my: fainting is butanfwerable tom 
longing, and my longing but an{werable to 
the Amiableneſle:If Thad the offermade me, 
which was made to-Chriſt,' to enjoy 2H-the 
Kingdomes of the Earth; but with condition 
| rowant the Courts-of rhe |Lord; -this want 
wouldbringto my ſoule a greater-griefe; theh' 
| that enjoying, would give -it concentment : 
for ſceing} his Tabernacles are :{o' amiable, 
where heis Lord of Hoſts; howamiablemnſt' 
they needs be, where hee is Prince'of Peace? | 
land Prince of Peace heisin his Courts;though 
in his Campeche be Lord of Hoſts,” | 
Andthat you may know it isnot theweak-/ 
nefſeaf my {oale; thatir faints with lotging : 
(torindced weake ſpiritsare apt'to-faint npon ! 
| everylighr occaſion) but that it is the- very 
operation of the wotiderfullattiaGive power, 
thatisinthe amiableneſle of his Courts': ſee 
my Heart, and -my Fleſh Fre a 
drawne to long atter 'the'Lor8; yh ay 
wouldnever doe; if it werefiotforfornewbHil 
derfull amiableneſſe thatis/#h Him": for "you 
| _may 


me 
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may well chinke, it muſt bee an Adamant of a | E. 
wonderfull attraftive power; that.cary draw 
| theſe heavy Irons of my heart; and my ficth 
unto it: forindeed;, though'my Soule have a 
longing for the- Courts-of the Lord; yet my' 
Body perhaps could be content to want them; | 
there are Courts in the world, that might | 
| pleaſemy Bodyas well; perhaps better then- 
| | theſe, but Godforbid: God forbid I fliould be 
- | one, to havemy ſoule and body divided white 
they are united, to have my foutle runne one 
way, and my body another : No; Iam none of | - 
| thoſe, butaſſooneas my ſoule longed for the 
Courts of the Lord; My heart, and my fleſh felt 
« longivg for the living God + As my-Soule Ton-- 

orthe Place, ſo my-heart, and my fleſh, 
orthe Perſon: for my heart, and my fleſh, are 
—_ Lapmrcds 7 hg L les ear a | 

ent Enjoying ofthatt for,or they 
Tiwon befatiet : butmy Rules of Iclecker | 
| fight, and knows if itcan but come to the place 
| nds is,it ſhall be ſure withall, toenjoy his 
preſerice,and with his preſence, his Perſon, The . 
Soule indeed isa ſpiritual ſubſtance,and there- # 
forcit isnatural to the ſoule;to long after ſpiri-]} 
tual things; but the fleſh is ancarthly ſubſtance, | | 
and therefore it is naturallto thefleſh; to long | E* 
afterearthly things : and as long as theſe two 
are linked in the Body together, they will al- |. 
| waycsbe working upon one another, 'alwayes s 
ona drawcach other totheir-partie: and' | | 
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3F. the Soule can draw the fleſh, to goe her ſpi 
| riruall way, thenall is well: itisas it ſhould be: 
but if the Eleſh draw- the: Soule to goe her 
carthly way, then all is out of order , there 
will be no longing for the Courtsof the Lord, 
for they are ſpirituall, and are never longed 
for, but where the Soule is predominant, and 
hath the leading. And this s the order in Da- 
vids longing: Sit his Soule begins x6 long for 
the Courts of the Lord ; and this is yet but a 
ſingle cord : but then eomes in, the Heart, and 
the Fleſh too; and make it a Cord of three, 
that is impoſſible to bee broken. Indeed the| 
Courts of the Lordare fo exceeding amiable, 
that it is impoſſible, bubevery ſaule muſtneeds:: 
longafter them: but yet eyery ſoule conſiders 
not what belongs to this longing : but as Bs- 
laam longed to dye the death of the Righte- 
ous, yet was loath to live the life of the Righ- 
teous, ſo there are many that long for the 
Courts of the Lord, but are loath to live the | 
life of ſuch Courtters. They that bein Kings 
houſes, weare filke, and ſoft rayment, becauſe 
ſoitisfit for the honogr of the place; and they 
that will be in the Courts of the Lord, muſt: 
likewiſe weare rayment,that is fit for the ho- 
linefſe ofthe place: they muſt becloathed with 
the ſoft rayment of meckneſle, and humilitie ; 
oy muſt put on the robe of Rightcouſneſſe, | 
| |and the garment of Sinceritiez orbecauſe they 
are.Courts of the Lord of Hoſts: their clog- 


thing 
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thing muſt rather be in Armour, as Saint Pas/| 
expreſlcth it; they mult take the ſhield of Faith, 
the Helmet of Salvation, arid the Sword of 
the Spirit; and if they came thus Cloathed, 
and thus Armed, they may juſtly then beſaid, 
to long forthe Courts of the Lord: butif they 
weare not theſe garmens, their longi will 

rove bur a falſe conception, and they ſhall 
Fae it faid': Friend, what makeſt thou here, 
without a Wedding garment * 

If my God were, as the Gods of the Hea- 
then,that have bodyes, but live not, that have 
earcs, but heare not ; my heart, and my fleſh, 
would then nevercry after him, that could not 
heare them : but now that he is a living God, 
and hath cares to heare; how can they now 


out him ? for alas, if hee ſhould leave them, 
what would become of them * what would 
my heart be, but as a dead corps ; and what 
would my fleſhbe, butas the Coffin 2 


tures, their places of reſt and pleaſure; The 
Sparrow hath found an houſe; and the Swallow a 
neſt for her ſelfe, where ſhee may lay her young : 
and wilt thou not afford me toenjoy thine Al- 
tars, the onely places of reſt and pleaſure to 


at leaſtafford-themto me for places of Deya- 
cion, that if 1 cannot make them a Neſt for 


forbeareto cry after him, that cannot be with- | 


Thou affordeſt, O Lord, thy meaneſt crea- Verſe 3. 


my ſoule? Alas! O Lord, if thou wilt not |. 
afford me thine Altars, for places of pleaſure, | 
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irc: 


to thee, the tenderof my dutifulneſle; ſo _ 
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my young,ones ; my humble Meditations, and 
my penitent ſubmiſſions, at leaſt I may offer| 
upon them, the ſacrifices of Prayer, of praiſe, | 
and Fhankſ-giving. - -* Per 19 
I knew befote by thy- Courts; thou: wert a. 
King, and now I know by thine Altars, thou 
arta God; thatconfidently now I can ſay, 0- 
Lord of Hoſts, my. King, and my Gad :: that if I 
feared thee before, as Lord of Hoſts; Lho- 
nour thee more now as my King :. and adore 
thee more yetas my God; which as. they are- 


are no leſſe to me, the meanes of my bleſl; 
nefle : For bleſſed. arc they. that dwell in. thy. houſe, 
they will ſtill be praiſing thee. 

- But alas, how happens. this.? There were | 
Tabernacles before, as belonging to-a Lord, 
and Courts, as belonging toa King; and Al- 
tars, as belonging roa God: and now to be bur: 
a Houſe, as belonging ro a private man? and: 
ſoall this great Riſing toendina Fall? No,my 
foule,itis no. Fall: iris an aggregation rather of | 
allthe other; for where his Tabernacles did: 
but ſerve to ſhew his Power : his Courts bur to. 
(hew his Majeſtie; his Alrars, but to ſhew his. 
Deitie ; his Houſe ſerves to ſhew them all: for 
in his Houſe there will bee ſtill. prayſing him: 
and his Praiſeand Glory is the {umme. of all. | 
Qr is it, that to dwell in Gods houſe; is a kind. 
of appropriating him roour-ſelves, ſeeing his. 


Tabernacles, and his Courts, lyc opento ſtran-' 
gers,,) 
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gers; his Houſe, open to nonebuthis ſervants: 
and ſeeing inthe neerenefileto God, and'con- 
verling with him, conſiſts all erge bleſſedneſſe; 
therefore, Blefled are 'they, that dwell inthis 
Houſe, Buthow dwell: init? Not t0-looke 
in ſometimes, as'we paſſe by z or toſtay-in'iv a 
time,as wedoe ataiiinne ;. but. robe:conſtant 
abiders init dayandnightas to which we have 
devorcd out ſelyes,and yowed ous {ervice;:*: 


Bleſſed are they that. dwell in Gods Hoof 2 What 


it,as Tegants,0rasſervants*< farif as Tenants, 


would be a morebleſſed thing, if they could 
dwell inhis Houſe,and pay himno Rear, If as 
ſervans, itis.like.there is ſame worke'to bee 


king: It would boa more blefſed thingit they: 
.could\be his ſervants, and doe-no iodiecar? 
how then comes any Bleſſednefle in, by dwel- 


haveRentto pay, as Tenants; let them have 
worke to.doe,as ſervants, and yerthey ſhall be 
bleſſed z and that which may ſeeme moſt 
ſtrange, the Rent,and the W orke which ſceme 


ro hinder their blefſednele, is the very ahing | 


Dwelling it is he meanes; whitherdwelling in| 


is nat, Blefſedneſſe; in:paying of -RenbiIt | 


_ Butitmay bedoubred, whetz Dawid faith ;| 


; 


done, and zhere, is finall blefſedneſſe in' wor- | 


ling in his Houſe Indeed take-/it either way, | 
let them dycll in his Houſe as' tenants, ot as | 
ſervants, and they ſhall bee-Bleſfed + ter them] 


, 
| 


ir1s;hke there is ſome Renttobepaid;and there] - 


that makesthem be bleſſed: for-they ate 
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butonething, both but praiſing of God, and 
praifing'of God is the onely thing, that whe- 
| ther they. be Tenants, or Servants, whetherz 
Bond, orFree, will make them be Blefſed. 
And yet thereis a Dwelling that hath nor 
yet becne thoughr of ; a Dwelling indeed that 
makes thetrue Bleſlednefſe : andir is, to dwell | 
in Gods houſe, neither as Tenants, nor yet as, 
| ſervants; burtas ſonnes :-for neither Tenants | 
nor Servants, abide in the houſe forever, one-+ 
ly the Sonne abideth for ever : and therefore: 
though the Houſe of God ſeemea meaner Ti- 
tle, then his Tabernacles,;and-his Coirrts , yer 
- [ro us, it isthe- more comfortable title , ſeeing. 
itmakes us to be ſonnes, which neither his Ta- 
bernacles, norhis Courts candoe, © & 
| But how appearesit to bee true, that they: 
who dwell Gods houſe, will alwaycs be prat-* 
ſipg him 2; ſceing iris but ſeldome feene, that 
ſcrvantsbeſo forward to praife their Maſters* 
| O my ſoule, itis not ſomuchthe good diſpoſt- 
tions of the ſervantsas the infinite worthineſſe- 
of rhe Maſter, that makes them to praiſe him : 
for when they ſee the admirable Occonomie of 
his Government, when they ſee how-ſweetly 
he diſpoſeth all-thingsin weight and meaſure, 
when they find himtouſe them more like chil- 
dren, then ſervants; what heartcanbee ſo un- 
ratctull as not to praiſe him: and ſeeing -b 
welling in Gods Houſe, they ſee theſe things: 
continually; therefore they that dwell in his 
_ Houſe, 


is 


W 


| 
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Houſe, willalwayes bee praiſin lng Sip 
Burt is it notaſtrange reaſon © eſaneſſs 


| - ſay they are bleſſed, becaufe they are ſtill 


1ng him 2 to be; praiſed themſelves, might 
hapsbe ſome bleſſedneſſe : but whar bleſ- 
per ecanit be to praiſe another Indeed if 
thar other, were bur ſuchanother as our ſelves, 
ir could be none : but whenthar otheris ſuch; 
as that there isnot fuchanother, or rather:not 
another at all, to. pile ſuch a. one, certainly 
muſt needs bee b fledneſſe, or there can bee 
none, and ſucha oneis God ;/ foralas whatare 


we, but that in bim wee. live, and move, and. | 


baycgur Being.*Hce onely is. AltinAll. Omy 
ſoule; if :itwerenot forp of iGad; thage 
had neyer ' becte. Created ſuch. a. thing 
Prayſe: atleaſt we may juſtly fay, tha. 

and Prayſc,arcas wruly Relatives,/as any that 
are foundincither Artzor Nature. - Shirt [Ego 


You may ſay then, It: is like to-bee an-caſic | 


matterto be Bleſſed, if there goe- no more to: 


Bleſſedneſſe, but prayſing of God, * Marke | 


ow how David peakes., Theywiflbe ſtill 


along Fim. It is not enough to: praiſe hum 5/| 
Cy beca prailing him ſtill, before it. will| 
ke a Bien naadtho h.te praiſe God | 


beancaſic matter, yetto-praile him- > Nil, will 


be found a bufie worke; ra py to ficth and 
bloud amiſerableworke, forif Ibefill Prai-. 
fing him, whatrime ſhall: I.haye for any. Dicw- 


e's ©O my ſoule; F thou make 16 not: thy;| 
mY S 3 __ pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, thy chicfe, thy onely pleaſure to bee 
ray{ing him ; thou art not like 1n haſt tocome 
ro Bleſſedneſſe, And marvell not that David 
ſpeakes thus under the Law ;-When Saint Poul 
under the Goſpell ſaith as much: a6 eat, 
. or drinke, or —_—_— yee doe elſe ;Hter all bedone 
tothe glory, and praiſe of God. And indeed,how 
.can'T doubt of a attaining to Bleſſednefle b 
.praifing of Gad; when 14s prdifing of God; 
chat makes. the Angels in heaven Blefled 2 for 
theſceingof God, would never 'make them 
bleſſed, if ſeeing him ,they did not praiſc him: 
and praifing him would never make:them'blef. 
jos th they:did -not-praiſe him-contifually; 


L ;H {Lore God of Sab- 
—_ aig pre Golkerogtant, | 


| laying, '0 God of Hoſts, becauſe es 

he fighteth farus againſt;our enetnies; ſo wee 
hall prailc hinr/in heavet1wth iyihg;O-Lord 
Godt of: Sabbath;beraule there he wall give us 
:reſt from our<remies:; +: --- 

But if it bee thought that praifin of God 
will not be e to make Blefſedneſſe, or | 
not to make Bleflednefſe-eriough ; at leaſt, take 
chis withit, arid it will i uelbe enough: Blf 
fed u the mn: whoſe ſtrength and in 
whoſe heart his wayes are. For though: our prai- 
ſing of God,being our owne worke muſt needs 
:betoo weake to make a bleſſcdnefle; yet when 
our ſitengthis | in God, this makes: ihisworke, 
ad then our blefledneſſe hath a ſire founda- 


_ tion, 
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tion. When we truſt toourowne ſtrengthfor | 
Blefſedneſle, we are often deceived, indeed as 

(often as alwayes but when our-ftfengthyis in | 

| God, we may: reſt fecure;- our-bleſſedneſſe 'is iÞ 
.upona Rocke, and cannotbe ſhaken Biit then | 
Gods wayes muſt be in our heafts-* for what þ 
way hath his ſtrength tothe heart, ifhis wayes. 
be notin the heart-++ That's their place, if- wee : 
looke for ſtrength-from him, Arewenerin a 
continuall ightagainſ Sin; and have wean 

ftrengthto Et, but onely in hin* and” will 
he take it wellto be placed ina Wing © No-my 
ſoule, he will ſtrengthen us no longer then hee. 
is placed in the heart of the 'Battell :- That's 
his place, if wee looke to bee ſtrengthenedin | | 


- It is not enough that Gods wayes' bee [ 
knowne, if they be not walked in; nor walked: 
in, if notembraced : and it is:nor enotigh to 
embrace them-with the armes, which is often-- | 
| times feigned, and bur onely complimeneall; j 
they muſt be embraced, with the two armes of | 
the heart; Integritie,and Sinceritie : 'Integritic 
will embrace them all; Sinceritie willembrace | 
no other,: Though Gods wayes bemmany, yet 
they muſt all goe into one Heart, if any be left 
our, the reſt will not tarry ; though they _— 
be inſingleneſle of heart, yetthey muſt not be. 
ſingle inthe heart, They arefruites that grow : 
in cluſters, not one by one. . | 
There are many that have Gods-wayes in | 

| their 1 | 
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_——"., their mouthes, cantalke holily, and make Ser- 
| mons of godlinefſe, thoughthey bce no Prea- 
chers 3 but becauſe they draw neereto God 
with their lips, and their hearts, are farre from 
him ; theyare like to have bur the Phariſees 
entertainment, notſo welhjuſtified as the Pub- 
lican, Thereare many that have Gods wayes 
intheir hands, they givealmes plentifully,they 
| diſtribute their bread' to theiPoore liberally; 
| bur becauſetheir left hand knowes what their 
right: hand doth, they have their reward al- 
ready. They that have Gods wayes in their 
hearts, they onely are in the right way to bleſ- 
ſednefſe, and no:rubbes.of the world cantarne 
them out of the way. - For when Gods wa 
are intheheart together, they lend aſſiſtance to | 
one another ; For paſſing thorow the Valley of Ba- 
ca,they make it a Well;theraine alſs filleth the pooles, 
That which ſeemed an impediment turnestoa 
furtherance atleaſt, no miſery canbe ſo great 
| noeſtare ſo barren, but a godly heart.can make 
ita Well; outof which to draw forth water 
of comfort ,cither water to.clenſe, and make 
it a way to Repentance, or waterto.coole,and | 
makeita way to Patience, or water.to moy- 
ſten, and make it away of growing in grace; 
and.if the Well happen to beedry, and afford 
no water from below yet theraine ſhall fill their 
pooles, and ſupply them with water from a- 
bove ; If naturall forces bee not ſufficient ; 
there ſhall bee ſupernaturall graces added to 
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aiftrhem: that though troubles of the-woald 
| ſeeme rubs inthe way ©Q bleſſednelſe:a erin 
|rruchithey are none, they-hinderinacamiviog 
at the marke we'ayme ary they cus: nat 
from” being nad Me Members hponyalicy 
hinder us nor from. approaching the preſence 
| of -God: No my foule, theyareratherhelpes; 
Rl branes Lo of:Patixncc;co ſtrength 
of Hope; from ſtrength of Hope; to ifttengeh 


of. Viſion; and then will beaccompliſhed that 
which David ſpeakes here yiBleſſed 115:1 he dg 


not- dare to call upow him, being-Lord: of 
Hoſts: but now Ci my ſtrength is gs 
that] know hee is Lord of Halts forime:; 

aot again({tmie:a Shieldtame, WY gr nc 
tommy enemies; ; now Lhaveconhdenceto = 
0 Lord God of Fey prayer - giveeare, 
O Godof Facob : foras tric cnot buthee will! 
heare me, thoughhe bee Lord of Hoſts:::fa1| 
havemuch tore confidenne,he will give:care' 
untome, beingche God of: Fach: :for hebath' 
-made a Covenant with Faceb;and' with his po- 
ſteritie for ever: thathe will be:their God;and 
they _— =—_ people : of which: number, 
it. Wis on pinetic chat I am ancenordlicy 


Gn — hokings! D_— , 


of Faith , from ſtrength'of Faithy'to. ſtrength, 


hy ſpent ic Crd adi why hw ue 


| 


Verſe 7. 
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ace of thine avwoynted:: For 7 ys ron 


ab thineBipes, 0 looke inp. 
onme, as the favour of thine Ears to hearc 
me; Iithallbe dcft-oacly, toa barc cxpeQati-: 
on;but nevercame to. natlers Tau] 
ron burwyhen choun ouch fat 


'truchdeſednedie end makes me frad what: 
_ po OS God of Fab for 


op Mun, 
'Bytieſhouldſveme that this Pre) riclings 
to Dauid,orat 1caitto Kings, yer 


indeed, that Kingsmethe Loodianoyaind ina. 
ſpeciallmanner:but yet every child of Gads: 
his-anoynted too z for. why, cle is ic: laid of 
— that hewys io ae er 
_ kadneſfc, above his - wes; if ps 0 

is echildren of God 
are nee yung oe 


w— face; that looke of thine, bo an influence | 


DavidaretheLords ——— what is it | 
]chentous.that are private perſons? It is true 
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here: the very thing, thavmakes mee 
much forthe: Conrad the Lord +-Fb one 
ile courts ,is better ther achouſand 5: Je is 


Gods Cours, s berter thana thouſand which 


et wntdel will es i jooy-n 4 
dayesof my life: whereif Fbe a ;ionſanbi 
any mber Cours; Fihall' fer but va 
natie, and —— cohort eliar which wilt 


| much: the length of ries as cho meaſter-of| 
a drenmrearar parents ; Ov'is/ ity) that'| 
ick-fhall neverend; agtheday'is in-[ 
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oy | conexir ©; yetiinaylcadeus: to this:congrious| 


Nor 4: @0ncait, that Saint Peter is the Doore- 


exotHeavenz Which though itbeavaine- 


| irxerpretation of : Devidrſpecch,roconceiveas: 
 |i6;he ſaid; thas hee: had-rather be Saint Peter ini 
the houſe of God, then be Anas, or Caiphas, 
in the Court of Hered. Indced in the fence 
that Chriſt is. aDoorez Devid may well bee{ 
COntentito bea Doore-keeper: .and though: ity 
Gods Houſe, therebee-many Manſions ,. yet 
ſeeing all of them are glorious, even the- 
Doore-keepers place is not withour its glory. 
But.if youthinkethe Officero-be means: con-| 
Sy whoſe, Officer: hee is :. for even: a: 
Doore-keeptxisanofficerin Gods houſe; and 
God never diſplaceth his Officers, unleſſe it be 
toadvance them to a higher : Where in the. 
Courtsof Princes, the greateſt Officers are of-. 
ten-times diſplaced; turn'd off often with dif | 
grace; However itbe, itſhewes not onelythe 
greatglory of Gods Houſe, butthe great hu- 
militic of Davids heart; and that he is.not of: 
the ambitious humour of the Mother of Zebe- 
dees.ſonnes, whom: no-place, would ſerve for | 
her ſonnes,burte- haye. one; of them fir:ar:his 
Right hand, the other at his deft. :O; gracious! 
God, grantme but'a- Pravee wangers. Block in 
thy houſe, and. I will never aſpire 'any 
higher, roome;,Not that I deſire,to ler in, and. 
keepe autwhoml pleaie, but that Limay therc-:; 
by have liberty to walkein thy. houſe; and toi} 
| "Ms enjoy 
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enjoy thy Preſence, in whoſe preſence. is-the q 
Falneſlc of Joy for cvetmiine.: Wiieingd the: | | If 
Tents. of wickednefſe, but:'like: Caves that | | 
have no light, and like Vineyards that have no:| | 
Fences? and is there any compariſan to'bee' i 
made berweene ſich Tents; and the mcancſt 
placein the Houſe of God, where God: not [ 
| onely .affordcth Light , bur iis Himſclfe the'| | 
Lightz Notonety is a Defendour, bur the De-: — 
fenceit ſelfe 2 For the Lord is a Snnne and ſhield ; | 
| | the Lord will give grace and glory, I had heard | 7721+ 
before, that 77 le poſuit Tabernaculum ſum: 1 
God hath placcd his Tabernacle in the Sunne; = 
\ | But never knew he was himſelfe a Suanectill 
| now: but what Sunne 2 NottheSunne that is 
but the child of light, bur: the Sunne who is 
1 the Father of Lights: Notthe Sunne that was - 
nor, till three dayesafter it was light; but the- 1 
Sunne that was before ever, any light was: 1 
made; Not the. Sunne which Heathen: 
commit Idolatrie in worſhipping , but the 
Sunne.whom it is. Idolatrie not ro worſhip. 
-Qh that the Heathen would -all worſhip-this. 
| Sunne : it ſhould notthenbe ſaid , Phures adorant 
Splem orientem, quam occidentem -© That more; , 
worſhipthe Sunne riſing, then ſetting ;for this | 
{ Sunne once Riſen, neverdets againe, once ſhi- | <Y 
ning, is neverany more Ecclipled.. Oh then | | 
vouchſafe, Q:God, if thou bea Sunne;toligh- | | 
tenmy darkneſle; if a ſhield, to prote& my. | 
 weaknefle : uf thu. bee aSunne, warme my. | 
: | T 3 fouls! [ 
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foule with the beames af Devorion ; Ea 
foute from the blowes: of 
be Sanne, Oſhinc apoa | 


ety 

nome-reine Tr 

remain wer eb ID wi crng | 

wilh grve gre? 

7: Graceto bea Shield unto us, and Glory ts 

bea Sunne unto us; Hee, will oive Grace to 

prevent us, and Glory, - tory us: Grace, 

ro watkeuprightly walking u 
rightly: -Conrlrafiundaticn welt 5 

GloryforaCtowne to, Grace ; and i | 

things bee not _enough,. hee wilt doe- _ | 

yet: Dor choabuevalie vor x4 Kr mms 


a atrgnen yen: thee : ener ts ene ry _ 
mis fromthemthat live | 
Buthowis this true, whenGotofien. -eimes-| 
Rane quatan 

men, NEVET 
ſouprnightly * ns ain mace char 
honours, and fiches; and! co are 
none: of: Gods goad things : thiey are of the 


_ |numberat tliings: ;oditierant, ohicht God be-|| 
ſtowespromufeuouſly upon. the juſt, and\un- 
julb, asrheraineto- = Pp Voce Jr (hine>- 
Khogaadzbiogsof God; arechiefly Peace off 


| conſcience, 
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age | 


conſcience, and joy mtheHoly Ghoſt, m this 
likez Framonof Gels Paotare, ant VEE 
this bleſſed Face, 1nthe mext > Ew tholc + 
things God ne' 
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at once; yet both mult be done, an both in- 
decdaredone ,aredone aronce by < EVELTY GAE 
that is godly; but when I.ſay, they are done 
bothat once, I meane not of the body: I know 
two ſuch poſtures in the Body both at once, 
are i ble: bur the Soule can doe it, the 
Soule can ſtoope, and goe upright, both at 
once; for then doth the Soule walke upright. 
before God, when it ſtoopes inhumilitie be- 
fore God and men. 

| And what rcmaines now for David to doe,, 
but tobring in the conclufion upon the Pre-. 


I miſſes, ſecing the Lord of Hoſts, though his|. 


Namebedreadfull, yet his Nature is lovely, 
ſccing heisa Sunne to cheriſh, and aShield to| 


which, thetcis no- { 
to God *®% no doubt a| 
hard matter, to ſtoope, andgoe upright, both 


, 


defends, | | 
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- ants | Defend Tecing he gives Graceand Glory, and | 
| with-holds no-geod thing 'from them that 
walke uprightly Therefore” bleſſed: are all 
they that puttheirtruſt inhim. 2 7 
And whatremaines now forus to doe, but| 
to receivethis.Concluſion of David, as an ab- 
ſolute Demonſtration: andthereupon to walke 
rar an yr - _ rn 0pm | 
ncein God, through the merits of n 
| eras Jeſus, Rm tectovine 
way. ot attaining to efle, toEter- 
all bleſicdneſſe: that after this, we may leave 
- our wondring, yet continue our Adai- 
©, ring ; How amiable are thy Taber- 
. wacles, O Lava God © © 


of Hoſts! 
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- AN ) 0 ny ſouc;aud forget | 
RXLEDS na all his benefits, 

p he forgheb all thine iniquities ; who 

| bealeth all thy in 

4 Who redeemeth thy life from dſtrattion. 

who .crowneth thee with loving kindneſſe, and ten» 


der meries. 


5 Who ſatiefeeth thy mouth with good things, 
<V and 


dm 
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FE Wc d renueth thy youth like the Py 
'6 The -_ nga e, and} 
ement, Jor we oppreſſed, 
'Y Flee made knowne haunt Mayes; bis 
| 4s to the children of Tjrael. | 
| -$ The Lud #6 mercifull and gracious ; flow. 
£8 anger, aud ful of compaſcion. | 
| 9 Ghewil mat always chide; neither vil hee 
| keepe his anger for- ever. 

10 Hee hath not dealt with us after our ſues, 
nor rew arded 13 according to ont iniquities. 
' 11 For as high 4s the heaven is above the | 
earth, fo great 16 bismercy toward them that 
feare him. 
12 4s fare aathe Eaſt,is from the Weſt. /o| 
farre hath bee removed our tranſereſatons from 148. 
| t2 Likeasa father pitti hi children; jo | 
the Lord pittieth them that feare him. 

14 For be conſidereth whereof we are framed, | 
be m— that we are but duſt. 

5 As for man, bis dayes are a#graſſe ; 464 

Kenn of the field, Jo be flawiſheth. 

16 For the Windpaſſeth over it,and it is gone, | 
and the place thereof ſhall know it no more. 
: IP But the mercy of the Lord is fromeverla- | 


ſting,} 
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fling, to everlaſting, - toward them that feare 


dren. 
18 To ſuch as keepe his Covenant, and re- 
member his ( ommandements to doe them. 
19 The Lord hath prepared his Throne m 
heaven, and his kingdome ruleth over all. 
29 Bleſſe the Lord ye bis Angels, that excell 
in ſtrength : that doe bis Commandements ; bear- 
kening unts the Toe of his Word- 
21 Bleſſethe Lord,all yee bis Hoſts , Ye Mis 
niſters of his,that doe his pleaſure: | 
22 Bleſſe the Lord all his workes,in all places 
of his Dominion : Bleſſethe Lord,O my ſouke. 


him, and bis righteouſneſſe unto childrens chil: 
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%. - they are fitted ! for 
|| what worke ſo fit for 


Jl my Souleas this? Who 


|| ſo fit for this worke as 


Y: my ſoule £ My body, 


God knowesis groſle, 
and heavie, and very 


unfit for ſoſublime a worke 5 No my ſouls, it | 

is Thou muſt doe itzand indeed whathaſt thou 
elſc to doeg it is the very worke for which 
thou wert made, and O that thou wert as fitto- 
doethe worke, as the worke is fit for thee to 
alas, I feare that by comming into | 
this Body of carth, thou art become inaman- 
nercarthy, at lcaſt haſt loſta great part of thy 


— ablliries,|. 


LS 


Am 
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ple of the Lord, tht" Temple of the Lord: 
then my tonguealone would bee ſufficient for 


| whether my Wil, ormy AﬀeRtions , w 


| nefits: our Memories, are yery apt to-retains 


therby forgerting a Beneffr, thenby zequitimg | 


abilities, and wilt neverbeableto goe thorow 
with this'grear worke thy ſeife alone. If to 
Blefſe the Lord, were no more but to ſay, | 
Lord, Lord, like to them that cryed, The Tem- 


it, and I ſhould not need to trouble any other 
about it :'but to Bleſle the Lord 6 an ctaj- 
nent worke, and requires not onely Many, 
bur very able Agents to performe its and 
thereforemy Soule, when thou goeſt about it, 
goe not alone; bur, Take with thee , all that 
within mee ; all the forces in my whole Maga- 
zine, whether it be my Heart, or my Spirits s 


my Underſtanding,or my Memory; take them 
all with thee, and Bleſſe the Lord, . 

And of themall,make uſc firft of my Memo- 
ric: Forget wot all bis Bewefits:for to remember his 
Benefits, is indeed a principall part of Bleffing 
him. And the ſooner thou goeſt abour it, the 
better thou art likely to performe it : for for- | 
octfulneſſe isa thing, that growes ſoone upon 
us, and nothing ſooner then forgetting of be- 


Injuries, but very unapt for retaining of Yene- 
fits: Foras long as we remembera Benefit, we | 
ſcemero ſtand uponthe rack of arr Obligarrort | 
to requite x : and who'is not- rings. $15: 76 

off a Rack, by any meancs he carr; 2nd rhenTa- 


—- | 


irs and perhaps wee thinke it a kind of pay- 
{my Souleconſider, that God expedts no Reta- 
|-hands, Alas ! Heknowes weare notable: He 

takes it in good part, if but onely we remember 


his Benefits , and ſhould we nor bee moſt un- 
gratefull, they being ſfogreat, and ſo many as 


as the remembring them 2 Butas to forget all 
his benefits, werea wonderfull forgetfulneſſe , 
ſoto forget none at all, were as wonderfull a 
Memorie : for what memorie can be ſo vaſt, 
not to forget ſome, when they be ſo many ? 
Indeed ſo many, that they cannot be numbred, 


this caſe? if thou canſt not chooſe bur forget 
ſome of his Benefits, yer forget not all his Be- 
nefits; if thou canſt not remember all, at leaſt 
remember ſome: Forget not, 1t « hee that for- 
giveth all thy ſinnes, it is hee that healeth all thy 
—_— : Rememberburtheſe, and they will 

wayes miniſter matter enough to keepethee 
in worke for bleſſing his. Name. For, to for- 


old finnes, that I know not whether they bee 
more, or more grievous : whether their Num- 
ber, or their Greatneſſe bethe greater, is itnot 
abenefit that may = claime a prime place 
inmy memorie? I 


neftt: 


ment, if we can but forget wee oweit, Bur O- 


hationof us, he lookes for no requiting at onr 


are, if weſhould not afford him fo much 


And what then, O my Soule, wilt thou doe in | 


give all my finnes, O my grievous, my mani- | 


it were butonely to be fa- | 
erg in puniſhing my ſinnes, it werea be- | 


Verſe 3. 
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nefit worth remembring; butto blot my fins 
cleane out, and abſolutely to forgivethem,and 


withoutany poſſibilitie of deſerving; This is 
a Benefit that no Lethargie can forget, indeed 
a benefit that deſerves remembring in the 
bigheſt degree. . And yet perhaps, to forgive 
all my finnes, not a greater benefit, then to 
heale all my infirmities;(This being the chiete 
worke of his Grace, as that of his Mercy) for 
ſceing my finnes, many of them, and upon the 
| matter, all of them, bee ſinnes of infarmitie: 
(foreven wilfulneſle, and preſumption, are of 
infirmitie )by healing my infirmitics, hee pre- 
vents me of finning : and is it not, as great a! 
benefit, tokeepe me from committing ſinnes, 
as to forgiue my finnes, when I have commit- 


| tedthem © But, O my foule, meddle not with 


this high point of Heraldrie, to diſcuſſe, which 
is rhe greater of Gods Metcy, or his Grace: 
They are both an Abyſlus: it is worke cnough 
for thee, and for allthat is within me, to Bleſſe 
him for both : and for both indeed thou haſt 
juſt cauſeto Bleſſe him, ſeeing it is by the ver-. 
rue of both, that thouart able to Blefle him. 
If it were nar for his Mercy, thou wouldt 
want the materiall cauſe of bleſſing him, if ir 
were not for his Grace, the efficient : but now 
thatthere is a concurrence of both together ; 
Now that both he forgiveth all thy fines .in 


his Mercy, and.healeth all thy infirmities by 


the 103.P/alme. | 


that freely, withontany deſert of mine, Alas, | 


his 


2 "VE 
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his Grace, Now, O my ſoule, whatwould| 
it argue but extream ungratefulneſſe, farre ex- 
cccedinga forgetfulnefle, both in thee, and all| 
thatis within me, if thou. ſhouldſt not Blefle 
his Name? For, O my ſoule,: conſider the 
multitude of jnfirmities, to which thou art 
ſubje&z thou haſt many ſuggeſtions of the 
fleſh : and thou art apt roconſent, and yeeld 
unto: them, and ftriveft not againſt them by 
earneſtPrayer, and holy Meditations, This is 
an infirmitic. In thy prayers-to God; thy 
thoughts are often wandring, and thou think- 
eſt of other matters, farre unworthy of that 
eat Majeſtic to whom thou prayeſt: or if not. 
o, yet thou art quickly weary, thy ſpirits are 
drowiic in it, a thou hadſt rather be doing of 
ſomething elſe: This is an infirmitie. And in- 
deedthou haſt infirmities in allthy ſenſes, In 
thy ſeeing, thou canſt ſee a moate 1n thy bro- 
therseye, and canſt no ſee a irex/ar thine 
owneeye---Inthy{melling, thou thinkeſt S»4- 
Ut ay hav ex re pens" that the ſavour of 
gaine is ſweet from whence ſoerc it riſe. In thy 
| Hearing z Thouarr gladder to heare prophane 
and idledifcourſes, then ſuchas be / AKANE 1] 
| holy: Theſeare infirmitics : and; O my ſoule, 
if I ſhould cut theeup intoas many parts, as an 
Anatomiſt, and examine the infirmities of e- 
very part; ſhould I:not have cauſe, juſt cauſe 
to cry out with Saint Pas, O wretchthatTam., 
who ſhall deliverme from this. body of one e 
E= 171 | X who 
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; Who ſhall heate me of all rheſe infirmitics 


both of them, we have juſt cauſe toblefle him, 


for whether wecall them ſinnes; and rhen God | 
forgives then; 6t call them Infirmities; and 
thetthe healesthern : they arertous, all one be- | 
nefit; in God, all one kindnefle; that as eicher 
of them is well worth remembring, fo for 


andto praiſthis Name — —  * S: 
: *" But, © inyTouke, as thou remembreſt thbſe | - 
things ; thatboth-he forgivethall thy fins, and | 
-healcth all thy infirmirics t ſo remember alſo | 
their conſequences too; for upon rheſe; there 
aregrtat thatters depending, as worthy w-bee 
remetmnbred;as thethings themſelves, Foralas 
my fouk, thou wertby linne cometobe Mor- 
call z afd the ſentence of anyremeriryre, was paſk 
.npon thee: but now, by forgiving thy finnes, | 
this ſentence is reverſed: by healing thy infir- | 
ities, thy lifets Redeemed , iris taken out of | 
the hands of the Deſtroyer, and pur-into the 
Hands of a Redbtamer, and a Redeemer nor | 
onicly from Captivice, bur from deſtrudtion: 
for Captivitie takesaway bur onelyrhy liber- 


ric, but deſtrution would take away thy ve- ; 
: Being: ahd canithe thouſhouldſtnor | 


ih mMemotie,whichis it ſelethecauſe,that 
thou haſta Memorie ?- for. what memorie | 
contdftrhouhave, if thou hadſt not a Being v- 
and whit Being couldft 'thou have, if thoa. 


wert deftroyed® and deſtroyed thou fhouldt- 
be, it thou wert hot Redeemed, and Redee- 
5 | "FI med. 


—  -—-_ LA 


ei 


CY =o" 


EE 


—_CO__ 


{med thoucanſt not be, ualeſſe thy finnes bee 
forgiven. This no doubt, isaconſequence ne- 
yer to beforgotten; and yct perhaps there is2 
conſequence behind, of greater conſequence 
then this: Forthis ( my ſoule} gives thy life 
bur onely a duration; but there is 2 conſe- 
quencea comming, that will givett ancxalta- 
tion: For, he crownes thee with lovieg kindneſſe, 
and with tender mercies, To be madka King, :is 
jan eminent favour: but robemadea King trom 
[being a Captive, where not onely the @o is 
{ſo conſiderable, but theHede more ; this is in- 
deeda ſupereminent favour, and hardly capa» 
{ble of expreſſing. And this is thy caſe, for 
| wherebetore thouhadſt fetters upon thy feet, 
{thou haſtnow a Crormneupon thy head : and | | 
[aorta Crowne gotten by _— and worne 

with fcare: but Hesrownes thee with lowing kind. | 
ne{[c, aud tender wercies. His kindnefle would 
have made a Growne good enough for thy 
wearing: but his leving kindnefie, makes it a 
Crowne worthy .of his giving. And if there 
be doubt, that his mercies alone-may nor bee 
ready caough, to beſtow rhis Crowne upon 
thee; yet at the readinefle of as tender. mer- 
cighear canbe:nodoubt: therecan indeed be 
nodoubt, ſceing his lavingkindneſſe, and his 
tender mctcics, arethe Crowne itlelfe, which 
hebeſtowes, For, Omy doule, when ipeake | 
of aCrowne,thoumuſtnotfancieee rhyvelte, | 
[ſucha Crowne 85 Kings of the carth- weare:: 
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1 Fenſe- 5. 


| forare they nor of roo-high a ſtraine £, and | 


For Chriſt: profeſſed plainly , that his King- 
dome isnor af this world, and therefore-nei- 
ther muſt thine be : but conſider the extent of, 
Gods loving kindnefle, and of his trendermer- 
cies, and thou wilr find a better Crowne laid 
up for thee; then all the Kingdomes of the 
Earth put together, can afford. O gracious. 
God.,grantme the Crowne of thy loving kind-. 
neſſe, and tender mercies; and all other] 
Crownes1 willingly lay downe atthe foot. of 
thy Throne, withthe foure and twentic Etders:' 
This onely is the Crowne to which my ſoule | 
aſpires, for onely this Crowne makes finne,, 
and Death to be my ſubjeRs; Rebellious ſinne, 
thatcannever bebrought into ſubjeRion, bur 
oncly by this Crowne, O' God, of thy loy1 
kindnefle, and tender mercies. Theſe indeed? 
are Conſequences moſt worthy tobe remem-, 
bred;bur yet-perhaps not apt tobe remembred; | 


what the underſtanding doth hot well appre- 
hend, the memorie dott-noteaſily retaine ; He | 
will therefore deſcend to Benefits of a lower 
ranke: He ſatisfieth thy mouth with good things.and 
renues' thy youth like the Exgles. This no doubt 
isapt robe remembred, becauſe ir falls within 
the compaſſe of ſen{e, for who is nor ſenfible 
of good things, and ſpecially when they bee 
good things forthe mouth? for, «# rhe labour 
of man, is for the. month All that the- hands 


| worke for, and all thar the feet toyleabout, is 
| all 
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all but forthe mouth: ſo long as: we may have | | 
grcene Paſtures, and ſtill Waters, ſo long as 
.we may have meatand drinkes, nor.onely.to 
ſarisfic hunger, bur. to pleaſe the palate, wee 
care not greatly for any thing cle. Bur, O my 
 foulc, theſe are not the-good things that are 
- here meant, and yet even this perhaps were 
worth thecaring for, if it mightcontinue : but 
alas, the dayes willcome, when I: thall fay, .I 
haveno pleaſure in them: the time will come, | 
whenmy mouth: will loſe its taſte, and what 
ood then willtheſe good things of the mouth 
| doc me? No, my ſoule, no feare here of old 
age ; no feare of defet by reaſon of yeares: ;| 
For, thy youth ſhall bee r:newed like the: Eagles, 
There ſhall be no looſening here of the /{tlver 
{ Cord, no breaking of the golden Bowle z'bur. 
as the Eagle by _—_— r feathers, renues | 
her-youth: Sothou(my foulte)by.mewing thy 
feathers, which is by caſting off this fraile Tas 
bernacle of thy thalt perpetually be kept 
by the powerſull hand of God, ina ſtate of vi-| 
| our. Indeed the life we live now, isthe grea- 
tcſt part no lite; for Child-hood is ſcarce come 
toit,and Oldage isalmoſtpaſt itz notime;pro- 
perly remaining t0 lite, bur: ogely: the thort 
| tine of, youth: but the life thar God hath-irn 
| ſtore for them that feare.him ; not onely- ſhall 
bealwayes, but ſhall be alwayes Youth, and | 
no defect ot Ageſhall beableto take holdup- | © _ | 
-ON It, 3 +4909 | | 
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But may we not how beginanew, and con- 
ceive rather, that when. David calls upon his 
foule ro blefſerhe Lord, and nt to forget. all bus 
bemefits Hee meanes, he would have it to re- 
amemberall.his benefits ; and therefore he pre- 
{ently fallsi to reckon them all up himſelte, 
not frmenia gemerium , but genera lorums 
Notall in particular, but the g Heads, 
hended.. Andhe begins with forgiving of finmes, 
becauſe this is the Foutidatica, ot that 
which reconcilesus to God, and which makes 
us capable bf all his other benefits. But alas, 
what good will his forgiving my. ftnaes doe 


| me,if .he'ftay there, and.goe no turther © for 


{-ſhallInortbe axtupg< new {inmes.con- 
|rinuallys ati fo Godſha 


| ving, andnever the neere? Never the nec 


unkſfc hee be alwayes forgiving. Toh 
this therefore, his next benefit, 1s the heatite 


y ctitay here, 
now acaptive, and already condemned to idye 
thedeath* for thould not :my cafe bee like ro 
theirs, who upon:the ſcaffold aske the King 
forgiveneſſe, and when he forgives them, yer 
theyarepurto death nevertheleſſe, His next. 


|{Farfe 4. 


bee alwayes forgi- 


under which; all the Particulars are compre- | 


Lall my infirmities : for this takes away thar| - 
| apctiefſe to finne,towhichweearcall of us by 
- | nature ſo prone and ſubject. Bur alas, whar- 
| good will bothchele benefits doe me, if. hee 
goeno further? ſecing Iam | 


benefit therefore isa remedie for this: Far tre. 


Redeemeth' 


Mediarians wry 103. Famer] 57 = 


by frees thee from caprivitie, but reſerves thee 


perfe& all : For, Hee crownes thee with loving 
tindneſfe , "and tender merties ," Whatfoeyer 15 
within the compaſle'of his loving: kindnefle ,- 
whatſoover. within the” extenr of his tender 
Mercics; hewillfdot onelymake thee capable 
of ir, bur will: freely beſtow it all upon thee. 
And who candeny, but this'now is a perfect! 


Enventovie of alt the benefits: Gor which the} | 
ſoulecharhcawſe-ts bleſſe the Lord': £0 me | 
himinreſpe&oFit {elfe ,, though there are 0-/ 
therbenchzs indeed tothe body, for whichthe{ 
ſoule muſt bleflehimtoo, ;foralas,thebody is}. 
f 
: ; 


not able, notable of: tlelfe wr the ſoule, 
and they arefoonereckored'; forthey may be 
reducedto theſetwo ; Suſtentation;and Reno- 
vation : For tee ſatisfieth thy month with-  goodh 
things , and thy youth is renewed like the Eagles ; 
25 muCh+a$2o ſay, Thot ſhalt have the happi- 


-neſſe of the Epicure, and of the Stoick both | 
at once, at eaſt, there thall ans feare of | 


hunger 


Redeemeth thy life from deftrutfion : Hee not one- 


m periſhing. Buralas, what 800d y yet will 
ill theſe doe me, if he ſhould yeeſtay Kerb ang | 
g0eno further? for when my finnes be fors]-: | 
ven; whenmy infirmities healed ; when my 
life redeemed; e what am I more by all this,” 
then asit were an Abraſe tabuls ar riolt, what 
have I more to take joy in, then ever " orhet® 
ordinary creature 2 © Hee will now: therefore: 
Coronidewm impoxere; give a benefit that ſhall | 


| 
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. 7 hunger and thirſt : No drooping with Age, | 
| 


Ferſe 6. 


| trouble, and oppreſſed with ſorrowes ; make | 


norruines of Time. | 


- And now, O myſoule, let not my being in| 


thee doubt of thetruth of theſe things , for be-\ 
fides theſe henefirs: The Lord exccnteth Righte- 
ouſueſſe, and Fudgement, for all that are oppreſſed : 
Righteouſneſſe to them, 'and Judgement for 
them: Foras it is righteous with God, ' that 
his ſervants who arc-here oppreſſed, ſhould | 
hereafter becomforted, and be made partakers 

of alltheſebenefits: ſo ir is his Judgement to. 
thewicked, who are their ioppreflours, that 

they-ſhould feele hereafter, the tull-meaſure of- 
Gods wrath, as it were intheirrevenge. ' And: 
this Righteouſneſſe,and this Judgemenr,he not 
onely deliberateth, and determineth, hee not | 
.onely promiſeth-ro the godly, and threatens 
tothe wicked,and then leaves them undone : 
but he is perfect inall his waycs , hee is truly 
Reall, and puts them moſt afſuredly in execu- 
tion : at leaſt, he executes them Pey ſe, or Per ali- 
«ws : cither by himſclfe, or by his Angels: For 
indeed this part of his Judgement, which is in--| 
'fiting of puniſhment, isnot properly in God: 
| Ops ſuum :- and therefore no marvell if hee 
leaveit, tobe doneby Angels, as he did at So- 
dome : but though the Miniſtrie be theirs, yer 
the Execution is His: all the power is onely 
from him. 


| 


 Andalthoughtheexecuting his Righteoul- 
BY nefle | | 
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neflc, and his Judgement, bo" z#ter Aranme\ſue's| | 
things hiddenfrom us; arwhich wemay ti; | F 2 
mazed; butcan never underſtand them :;yet|| | 
he hath often-rimes: revealed them to ix oval | 
vants-the Prophers, and ſpecially torhis fer-| | 
vant Atoſes.; For he made knowne' his wayes anto | Verſe 7. ; | 
Moſes, lus 4tZs tothe 5hilakentaf tſratl> Fox wheni| | 
Moſgs wearup tothe Mount Sina;] and tarmed|! | . 
therewith Gogd,tlic ſpaceoffourticdayes; we] 1 
may:welithinke thar God: inthar time, revea+ | 
led many ſecrets to him: and particularly made: | 
|knowne his: wayes,,  not-onely his! ways: in | 
| which he: would have usito: walkez but: his-| | 
courſe he:-holds in the Qeconomie;-and:got1 
the ict 1oprofþe,and #hyrie godly 6) —@— | 
the wicked to p ,and: whythe godly to | 
beapprefſed. Fheſe wayey of his,: bee made:;| 
knowne-te-AMeſes;-tor the childreniof | 
.onclyhis As: Hee ſhewed:them his Won 
| ders upon-Pharavh,and that was his Judgement: 
and be ſhewed thera his wonderfull favoutrsto; | 
themſclucs in the :Wildernefle, .and: that was: 
| his: righteauſneſſe;bur;hee ſhewed: thenno! 
hisway, andthe courſehe held in themz They: | 
| ſaw. anely the Events of thitigs-they-ſaw-now » vey? 
the reaſons of them, as Meſes did; nomare doe. | 
we: nor isit fit weſhould: It is enough forus, 
enough forourcomtort, that we know.this of | - 

. Godin generally! That: hee 7s merciful and Bt4:) Verſe 8, | 
ru wats Aa ws I 
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* Grapio in Gods. Er rene ſpo- 
tharwe could :noc TI = If bee 


were normcrcifull,;weceuld hope for no: 
fo 


and i6he were nogarcbue mercifull,we: 
|coulbhope for namorebut pa rdon; but-w 
| beſidey lus beingmencitull, beinales 


$uSA furt a hopeot a Doria, 
rar wr wh / What we arc: Was. 
|{rhyroreceive; burwitat itis fit forhimtoagive, 


| If he were nocfiow- taanger, — 
| no patience; and if he were but-onely flow to: 
; we could expe nomone patiencey 
| gen econ name anger; hee is 
O—_— Tits makes uscxpett, | 
he will be the good Samaritane, and notonety. 
bindupour wounds, burtake care alſo forour, 
Kurhercuring. Whatthonghhe chidejand be 
4 'foratime:Ttis! 'but:aurbei 'paticnta-.. 
| while with him, as-healong. time bath: beene 
Verſe 9.  ||paticnt withius : For be will nat: bes alwayes chi. 
| ding ; neither will hee-keepe his: anger for ever : 
'No-my: ſoule, conſider rhe. rule of cry an] 
thax- pen Femarny eff: dituraum.: and 
| 3 043 [will fGndit trueia the God ot-Nature: Me 
| ag Compaſſion, ate —y aan ” 
| od. 
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God, and therefore theſe will continue, and 
never leave him: but chiding, and anget, are 
(things, I may fay, violcnt, and not naturall in 
'him;- and therefore it cannot bee that theſe 
ſhould laſt, or continue long with' him. Cet- 
cainly itis as unpleaſing to God to'chide, as it 
| is tous to be chidden, and ſo little heelikss of 
Anger, that he riddes his hands of it as faft'as 
|hecan : heis not ſo flow iacomming roit, biit | 
[ he is as quick in getting fro it tor chiding is 
la barre to Mercy, and Angeranimp to 
"Compaſſion : and nothing' is ſo diſtaſtfull t6 
God, as that any block ſhould lye' in the way 
of his exc: \perbachollibenik of 'his-Cotni 
pation hould have any cauſe of r6ſtrairit :*atjl 
therwermnay bofiure, hee wilthot hifiſEfo1 wn 
ablockinthe'way — not beae 
w reſtraine his: Com 

er. Andwe phe dans be pete 
a inthat whichis to cone; io- 
rice Of that! which is peſt : Fory Mee Bat rvt #eult [per /e 10. 
| with ac, offer our finbwes 5 richer pipe hi | 
carding 40 out inigurties. - Though he heve chid- | | 
den, yet hee hagtt nat fterucken; orif hee have 1 
Krucken, yethisblowes havemorbeche' greae, | 
not ſ<gremt tx dor: tis ane Hue! for there is 
metcy:iikhisvery Angery autehigeglyWekeep 
ourſelves within-no bounds of finnin I 
keepes bis Anger withinthebonndss 
Alaz{:O:Lord, if thow thouldft deal witht | 

AAP ſGingcs ;; a5 Ehave uſed ab d gi | 
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' ** "I canſtthoudoubto this, when As hieh as the 


, my ſinning ; fo thou ſhouldſt uſe no meaſure in 
| my puniſhing, and what then could Iecxpetro 
befallme, but utterly to periſh 2 Fe 030174 


® 
|.” But why isitthat God hath not 'dealt with , 
| us after 0yr-ſinnes's Is it not becauſe hee hath 
dealt withanotherafter our finnes 2 Another. 
who tooke our ſinnes Upon him: of whom it is 


| aid, that God chaſtened hin in. his fierce wrath - 
and why didhechaſtenhim, but for our ſinnes? 
| © gracious Gad, Thouarttod juſt-ro take're-. 
vengetwice forthe fame faults : and therefore 
having:turned thy fierce wrath' upon him, | 
Thou: wile not turneitupon us too: but having, 
rewarded;him-accordingto ouriniquities,thou 
{ wilt. now-\fteward us according to! his Me- 
rits. O' Deere. Jeſlis; lethorthy painfull ſuffe- 
| rings bee made fruſtrate by my finfull doings: 
| but ſo mediate betweene God' and my finties;, 
| that hee-may turnei away his angry- Courite- 
nance from mne,andlookeupon me onely with 
| rheceye of .hisMercy.: And; O my ſoule, how 


Heavuen u above the Earth , ſo great is his mercy to- 
wards themihat feart him.:and who would wiſty 
fora greater mercyto' bee in;God,-then rhis * 
But yetthe diſtance betweene Earth-and-Hea- 
_ | ven,though great, and indeed veryadmirable 
great, is but @ limited diſtance : and is-there 
then a limitation, and a boundary of Gods 
mercy © May I notas truly fay, aslowas Hell, | 
| is bencath the: Earth , ſo: great is my wee” | 


I aaa a. I. arte. Sue eg = 


| Medirationrupon the 163; P/alme.| 463 | 
the ſight of God ? and how then: am I ſure, 
that. Gods mercy is any greater then my fins Hl | 
and if notgreater, how can'it pardon'theme'| E 
O my ſoute, thouglithe heighrh of Heaven'be: | 
limited, yet Gods mercy hath 'no/ limitatii 

for his Mercy is above all his Workes, an 
therefore above Heaven the worke of his 
hands. Orit hee ſceme to fer a-limitation to 
Gods mercy, is.it not perhaps, becauſe there is 
| fome ſinne that is hot capable of his Mercy 2 
for ſinne againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhallnever be | 
forgiven, cither in this world, or in the wortd | - 
to:come. But, O my ſoule, though - Gods | 

mercy bee without limitation, yet-let it-not | 
make rhee the bolder to finne: forthoughitbe | 
fo great, yet iris fogreatro none, butro them | 
] that feare him: for to them that feare bim not; + 
itis notſo great, Alas! it is not great at all : 
Alas ! it will be none ar all, but 1f hou feare 
him, and to feare him, is to feare to-finne+ then | 
thy finne canneverbe ſogreat, but that Gods | 
mercy, whichisas high as Heaven, will bring | 
| thee to bee admitted; into the kingdome: of 
| Heaven. : | L ; &@7t C2 T1] 
- . But if you thinke- this diftance-of height; | j 
fromEarth te Heaven, not ſufficiently toex> |} 
preſſe the greatneſſe of: Gods mercy, then | 
| take = _—_ of ps _ Eaſtto Welt: |. | 
For as farre as the Eaſt w from the Weſt 5 ſo farve | Foyle 123 | 

hath he removed our finnes from us -- if 5.ſo fave | fe | 

Eaſt, and the: Weſt, can' never come to mect 
T3. together,'. _ 
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164 |Adeditations npontbe 103. P/alme 
togcther, nomorcſhall our finnes bee ever a- | 
ble tocomeagainſt us in thefightof God. Bur 
| alas, this gives not fo good ſatisfation as the 
| other: for though the diſtance from Eaſt to 
| Welt hee val on a0 which our 
tcannot though WEE INOU Ca 
wa Perſpettive glafſcs of the world: yet what 
| isthis to God, whocanas cafily fee from Eaſt 
| | to Weſt, asif they were bard by, andcloſeto- 
gether £ Bur.is it not thatall Gods mercy to | 
| u$;is onely in'Chriſt : and may wee not then 
| conceive, that theſe Diſtances are repreſented 
by the manner of Chriſfts hanging upon the 
Crofle, where his Feer;and his cemeto 
potnr OT and _ _ 
-outhis: {eemes to-patnt to | 
Weſt's But though Relacion tro Chriſt benor 
the ground of theic cxprefitons , yet it cannor 
bedoubred, butthat they ſufficiently expreſſe 
thegreatneiſe of Gods mercy ; fecing they are 
thegreatcſt diftances, that humanc apprehenti- 
_ [enriscapable to conceive. | 
But if you bee nor fatisfied with theſe cx- 
preſſings from Diſtances of place; then take | 
| ani cxprefiing; from rhe ion of Nature: | 
TFerſer,, | Fer 49a Father pittinth his children, fo the Lord 
| | | pritveth chem that feare im. And: now let any 
| that Sa Father, examine his owne: Bowells, 
| _ | bow muchhe picties his children and thenſay; | 
| It' Gods pitty to them that frare him, be-nodin 
2veryhigh degree. : Certainly if any Name; 


could 
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1 could cxpreſle er pitty, then the 

of a Far hs go nd Jo Hive'th | 
us-to uſe this Nathe it rtaking/our- pra | 
And who could be ſo fit co make this compa? 
riſonas David, who gave 4teftimonie'dF it ity- 
rams, Iago eye ſome 46- | 
Jn; oy | ſme ome: F| 

bad dyed fo 


> rence hon, tothe 4" ' No or 
onle, itis too ſhorr yer : for though the pirty 
of a Barhet wa Tn rey ker 
his Child, yer Gods "wy reaeherh 

notonely! a, bur _ 
deed: and noronely man ! bat fo 
Encmies;$0r when wee were enernies, pen 
then did: 'Chrifd God: dye for us: that] 
| | Gods pitty holds the fupremacie ill, and 
—— — Alas, Reannot bee: 4 
preftb ks inman. -'- 

Bur choaghtherem4p be compariſon the 
tendernefle of their pirries, yer m-the abilitic | 
there' can bex-none 4 foraBatherpirtics ofter- | 
times achild;when hecannot and powerll bit! 
| Gods. pitty; is abwayes active | 
and never without releeving' pronh 6p th is : 
be commonly ſaid; It' i better 10:be enwied* then: 
mores, yerhersiris' not ſo : bur-it: a firre | 

ier things bbopiniedo! God, theiigs/ 
cnviedor "Med. *-: 
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| Meditations upon che 103 'Þſalme: 
" | Put whom 35 it. that God pitrics;? onely} 
2 oo Jaw Jen cad Indecd Fatre'ls 6]: 
thing that deſerves to be'ipitticd : for. it makes 
e<h<joynts to tremble, and puts'the ſpirics in 
amazement. ButO my ſoulc, it is natducha 
Feare that is here meant , but this :Feare is all 
one, Imay ſay with love, and differs but in the 
Object :.for looking upon Gods Juſtice. wee 
feac bim; and looking upon his Mercy: wee | 
love -him : although. wee love him tor his 
Juſtice too, and wee feare him for his Mercie 
too: for as there is Mercie with him, that hee 
E may be feared ;ſothereis Juſtice with himthat 
| HOOae _ 
hemaybeloved..: lg te of tC 7 
| _ But why is it, that, God. pigtics them that: 
| fearc him < | Indeed hee: hath cauſe enough _ | 
pittic them: For hee conſiders of what wee are fra-/ 
med, Heeremembers that we are but duſt : and: a-: 
| | las, whatis therein duſteo helpeit ſdlte, if God | 
inmercytake not pitty upon-its; When: God 
| lookes downe upon us,and ſces how foule'we 
are growne, whom hee Created .cleane - hath 
he notcauſeto fall achiding, and tobe angrie, 
yet when heconfiders of what:weare framed, | 
and that wee are but duſt ;:this is ſome caufe 
againe, to make him leaye hischiding, and-not. 
ro.keepe his anger forever, that we may trul 
ſay, Our miſerics are our happineſle : torif it 
be our miſeric, that weare framedot ſu meane 
a mattcras Dult; Itis our bappineſle, that wee 
| havethe mcanneſſe of our matter, for. God 2 
a ra e 
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take intohis conſideration, and 'perhaps this| 1 
wasit; at leaſtone circumſtance that made ſo| | 
ill for the Angels har fell, that God could; | 
findnoexcuſcof their finne in; their matter ,; 
| the niore hee confidered of what they were| Y | 
framed, the more he found he had cauſe tobee;| = 
angrie; and therefore no marvell, if his anger : I 
to themconrtinue forever. 
-- Butthisiscyery ones caſe to bee framed of | 
Duſt, andwhy then ſhould God pitrty ſome, 
more thenothers, ſceing they bee equally ot| 
Duſt, All ? Is it nor, that hee is the lefle an- | 
gricindced,forthat they arebut Duſt , but yet 
- pirties them not, for being Duſt; but for 
being Duſt, and fearing him: for if they feare 


him not, he rene we them, but lers them 
gee onintheir Pride, at leaſt intheir ſecuritie, 
and make what they can of their Duſt : for 
they reckon upon great matters from their 
- | Duſt; and -thinke they can improve it to a 
| great heigth: butalas, what can they make of 
it, but rocome to be grafle,atmoſt to getup to 
bea flowre, a poore fading thing, that whe- Verſe 15 
ther you gather it, orlct itgrow; whetherthe "4 
{Sunne ſhine aponit, or the Wind blow upor 
it, it quickly withers; and once wh 
A tobe ſeene, a loathſome 
thing to be ſmelt; that where all the grace of 
ir,confiſted inthe two Senſes, of fight, and 
{melling,itis now offenſiveto both: and isno 
fonger carticd:in the hand, 'or worne in.the; 
| Z boſome:! 
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| 168 ſMeditationr upon-the 103.'Pſattne, | 
| boſome : Alas , it is ſcarce he —_ 
ro have a place upon the dunghill. And in-| 
deed wharcould more be lookr for of. Duſt * 
being ſo lighra thingas iris, that if the wind | 
but paſſe overit; if you but blow-upon is, it 
| is preſently ſcatteredand gone, andthe place 
'where it was, will know it no. more, And 
ſuch is Man: his flouriſhing ts butas a Flowre, 
25 quickly witheredas a Flowre, and as ſoqnc 
cropt of from his ſtalkeasa Flowre: and alas, 
'what good is in a flouriſhing, that ends in a 
: withering £ What happineſlc in pleaſuresthar 
: have no continuance £ 'O my foule, it thou. 
7 to continues thou' mightt juftly thei looke 
| | aftertranfiroric pleaſures, and ſuch as have a 
i continuance > bur ſeeing thou arr a ſubſtance 
; | perpetuall, and immonall:O therefore looke- 
after pleaſures like thy felfe,, pleaſures thar 
| may laſt, and nevercome tothe aft, thatmay 
latt and bedurable: and nor leave-thee ta the | 
(. miſeric of Zwv# Hiuw, & ingens gloria. teucrenum: 
for Fuiſſe felicen. nuiſerrimum eſt: To. bave 
4 beenehappy, and not to becy to have flouri.. 
| | ſhed; and-now to bee withered, is the greateſt 
| | miſeric in the world.' And the greatcr,;: for 
| that once plackt off from his. ſtalke; Once 
| taken from.the Earth, the Earth will. never: 
BN know him anymore Alas, it will ſcarcetake. 
2% |notice, thatever ſuchaonetherewas, and the: 
Ira 16; fnotice it takes, but in ſpecie neither; not in; 
| | _ Indi. 
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Individgo, forac perhapsas. of aman; Noi | 
as of this man; or rather, ſome, as of i News! 
Nang, asof a man.” Or is: ir rather, that Man 
urpedgacero Dal, his lace/will know'him | 
a0 more; for how ſhould it know one from 
another, when they are all fo like 4 How 
know Dives from Zaaras, 'when they have | 
both che lame faces: tecing Death hath but 2 
one:Copie: to. drawall her piqures by, Or .8| -- | 
it rather that Man once rurn'd to Daſt, is 
Pas woman with every _ from ys 
| to place; and. whac knowes: the: place, when 
Dug falls upon ity whicther ic be the: Duſt of 
aPrinee, orof a Peaſant q whether"'of « Man, 
orof a Beaſt 2 And muſt not Mart then bee 
needes very miſcrable, when Time, and place, 
the rwo'beſt hclpes of life doe both forfake 
him for what helpe-can hee have of Time, 
whenhis dayes aroburas Graſſe? What help | 
of Phce, whey his place denyes hiny',' and | 
[will not know him*? Bur tne mt 
thing is Man, to forget not onely the ve I 
martex of which he is made, bar the Very bas - | 
ditionnunder whichhee is made: 2nd foro for- 
get it, that God inuft bee faire 'to remember” 
him of it: bur muchthevainer, char being re--| 
membicd of ic gcever fooften, yet hee regards | 
it never the more, bur contenring bawnſelte to? 
befadinggraflc, at molt's fading Rowe, -He-! E. 
ver fecktsieo:improve his Duſt;t6 thar ttnefo- | 
lidneſſe, which noching butthe feare of God\ 
"11130 £ | 
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| 470 [Meditations uponthe 103 Pſalme. | 
| is:able ro procure,” nothing but the' pitty in 
| -;Burnow atlaſt, if neitherthe-Diſtanees/ of 
Place, nor the-Afﬀedtion of Nature can make 
you ſufficiently conceive the greatneſſe of 
Gods mercy : thentake an expreſſing in plaine 
tearmes., and this will certainly make you | 
| | conceive it : For us mercy « from everlaſting; 
| Ferſe 17. | to everlaſting, upon them that feare him + Tt 1s | 
h OE. 
from everlaſting, for it beganto be beforethe 
Foundations of the world were laid :-and-it is 
to everlaſting, for ir will continue to be,when | 
the Frame. of the World-ſhall bee: difſolved4. 
that now, O:my ſoule, there can bee no'feare 
of the greatneſſe of Gods mercy :all the feare 
| now,.-is.of thine owne feare': for although 
Firſe 18. | Gods mercy bee ſo Everlaſting, yer it is fo; 
| but to them that feare him, for if thou feare: 
him nor, and keepe nothis Commandements; | 
then his mercy to thee, 1s neither from Ever- 
laſting, norto Everlaſting : burif'thoufeare 
him, and keepe his Commandements, then/| - 
his mercy to thee is both; :: and not onely to- 
Thee, as though Gods mercy were onely a- 
Ferſonall benefit, and ſhould end with thy 
ſelfe: but itſhall be continued to thy childrens. 
children, Et nat natorum, & qui naſcentur ab 
ils: ro-thy whole Poſteritic.: O my ſoule, 
what an.Lnheritanceis this, to purchaſe. to-our- 
children? atleaſt if. it bee not an abſolute In-/ 
heritance, yet it is ſo ſure an Eantayle, that 
: nothing 
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ap—gn_ the want of fearing God, cancut F- | <0 
i;: And; indeed, why elſe hath God prepared | ;;,; = 
| þis-Throne in Heaven, but to che etdichs FRO A 
godly may bee affured, that though they bee b- 
now oppreſſed on earth yet thitherthey ſhall | [ 
come ar laſt, to bee with himin Joy : to bee | 
therein Jay, for baving obeyed him : when | 
the wicked ſhall bee left behind to bewayle | | 4 
their. miſcries for - not obeying him. For | 4 
though his Throne be preparedonely in Hea-.| | | 
ven Tet his kingdome rulethover all : Over All, |. 
both Man , and Beaſt;.both' the Godly, and {*: 
the:Wickedz both bleſſed Angells, and dam-;| * 
ned Spirits z and becauſe his Kingdome rulett 
over all , therefore All ſhall ſerve hiny, and:;} *:, © | 
} ſhall ſerve him indeed with feare,. yet there} - 
-| ſhall bea difference, for the; godly ſhall ferve;| 
him with feare and joy, wherethe wicked ſhall} 
ſerve him with feareand trembling. / 11! +: 1 

And now, 'ſceing. God hath prepared his. 
Thronein heaven ; Therefore, O-yee his An-: 
\gclls, inhabitants of Heaven, that obcy. his| | 
Commandements by the freedome:of :your 
will; Doe:you. begin! firſt, and prayde- his | 
Name :.for-you excell in ſtrength, and are beſt 
able todocit.And ſeeing his Kingdome ruleth 
overall: Thereforeall yehis Hoſts, his other 
Creatures that obey his Commandement too, | 
rhough not by will, yet by-inſtin@ : Doe you 
ſecond the Angels in praifing his Name. And | 

| ER Z 5 then: | 


2 
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then thou my foule, that partakeſt of both the 


. | Natures ; Doe thou alſo, and with thee alto, 


the Soutes of all the godly joyne with them 
in his Prayſes :thatſo at leaſt there may bee a 


||Canſort-of Three, to Bleſſe and Praiſe _ 
a 


who is _—_— me args ior vo 

one God, to "and praifed, for ever 
and ever; Burto beblefſed and praifed, as by 
allrhe perfons of his Kingdome,;ſo-in-all the 


cvenHcll isa place within his Dominion: And 
for praiſing him in Heaven, the Angells will 
be ſurecnoughto looke to that : and forprat- 
ſing him m Hell, let the wicked and the dam- 
ried ſpirits looke tothatat their perill : but for 
quiingiins on Earth; Thou my foule, and 
the foules of all the godly will undertake ro 
docthat, at leaft will pray cominually ro-hinv 
that ſitteth uponche Throne, to be enabled ro- 


they ſhould faile, when Heavenand Earth ſhall 


bur above all, which is above all his. 
Workes, the Workes of his-infi- 


"ff 


i VIROL 


doc it : and when all theſe ſhall faile, or left | 


paſſe away, when Time and Place ſhall bee no | 
more: yet his Prayſe ſhalt bee continued ti}, | 
by hisowne Workes,whichare his Glory, and | 
bus Power, bis Infiniteneſfe, and his Etermitie | 


places of his Dominion : which are Heaven, | 
| Hand Earth, and Hell : a Triplicitie too ; for 


| 
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| > RY we LY , | 
| thi care —_ we ; there- 


fore will Tcall on, «of Tom Nh | 
| The ſurrowes off cOmpeſled me ;, 
ber = ; fan con upon ne 27 foul 
trouble and/ 


4 Thencalad 7 pon the Name of the Lord; | 
| 0. Lord, T beſeech thee, deliver my fault. Te | | | 
5 £00] F, 
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5 The Lind grain, and righteous; Jeu | 

2 tits h the finpl I 
6 7 ervet Was 

brought low, pr qi lags 

FT eminem hy nf, Ong fs, for the 
Lord bath deatt b with the 
.8 For thoy haſt dlivared ay fk _ | 
dab mie ſown tegres, and ny for from | 


9 F wil wake before the Lord m the lad 

of the living. * 

1 1 bekeevedgherefare have ſpoken ; 1 was 

greath affufted. 

11 T ſaid inmy haſt; All menare har. = 

12 What ſhall1 render to the Lord, for all 

bis 5 towards me * 

13 1 willtake the up of Jatvatin, and call 

upon the Name of the Lord. p 

- 14 1 will pey my owes wat the Lord, in| 

the preſence of all bis people. | 
15. Pretious in the fight of the Lord, uu the 

death of bis Saints. 
16 O Lord, tray Iam thy ſervant; as 

ſervant and theſomerf thy band-maid| thou _ | 


PITT | 


w1 


l— _ - "rem —_— W_— _—_—— 


of TIT 


17 Iwvill offer to FOrAyoan 
e of the 


Living . and will call upon the 
Lord. 


18 Twill pay — neo the Lord, in the 
preſence of all bis people. 

19 In the Courts of the Lords EJowſe t i m the 
midſt of thee, O Fieruſalem ; prayſe yee the 
Lord, 
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ſo peremptorily , 7 
| JJ nil bv Lad *| 
SZAAND as though ic were in 
by Z- his owne power to 
& love whom he liſt * 
\ Indeed - nothing is ſs 
4 voluntary as love,that 
” itſcemes tobe the ex- | 
r then wee are faid ro 
lovea thing, when the will is inclined, and vio- 
4ently bentuponit:and yet I know not how, 
there ſeemes nothing more conſtrained then | 
love; for weoften-times love a thing, which| 
we would faine wee could forbeare to love;} 
but that wearedrawnetoloveir, bya kind of | 
violence in the objeR : and therefore David | 
| Aa 2 may | 


.” # — 


: Ut how can David fay | Verſe I; 


a y > - 
-. . # "a - 
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- | ſheth yin. him life! that-never waſtetft;” and 


i may well ſay ;7 will love the Lord: ſeeing both 
| rhecauſesoF love arc here. mer, a propenfion 
| inthe Will;andan excecllencieinthe ObjeR.. | 
| - Man indeed is naturally a loving Creature, 
| bur doth notalwayes place his lovearight: his 
| love isthen beſt pore. whenit is laced upon 

the beſt Object; and what is that beſt ObjeR, 
but ;God * \If he” place it upon Beauty, that. 
fadeth : If upon Riches, they periſh: If upon 
| Honaur, that vaniſheth : If-uppn life;that wa- 
fieth : but all theſe are in God, not onely in 
Eminencie, but in Continuance : In him is 
Bcautiethar never fadeth: in him Riches that. 
neyerperiſh, inhim Honour that never vani- 


| 


*; 


therforeas the trueſt objedt of love, as thedea- 
reſt objeR.of wn bran, I will love the Lord, 
..; Butthoughallthcſe Eminencies bein God, 
etthey wouklbec noi caule for-man to:Jove : 
1m,; it they, had not 2 tclation to man; far 
what cauſe of loves where there can be expe- 


them, not onely a Relation, bur a Propenſion, 
' not onely they are ready to bee imparted, but 
are imparted with readinefle; whatman is hee 
that will forbeare to ſay; that can forbeare 
to ſay ;. 1-love the Lord?  And- if all men 


For. hee hath heard my woyce, and my ſupplicati- 
44, Nodoubta juſt [ci "Mb or word indeed to- 
anaturall man )the onely cauſe for-loving of 


Red nocffefts of love: but ſeeing there is in | 


will forbeare to ſay it, yet I will fay it: | 


God 


—_—_— —_— 


fa 


| we had not afecling of his'Benefits:; Fox what 


| 


| ajcable todoe. us good, and doe it.not2.. but 


OS =  aeame 3 ” [ 19 
# 9 


God. For Os mol poeogiin, of 
X woes im, there 
are pts mg but of loving "> a. cauſe - 
fo roper a5 his loving of us; and/the Benefits 
which he beſtowes ypon-us. For, love-is {0 
reciprocalla thing, that we ſhould hardly love 
pa himſelfe, bis for his Loveto us at leaſt | 
for our opinion of: his. love to us and Wee 
ſhouldhargly havean opinion of his:loye;; if 


love can wee thinke is borne us bychem; chat 


Init have a feeling of. their, benefirs,). and 

fog Spe us goods then Nepwe cally pe 
their love; and being ſo;pe 

ET) can chooſe bur ſay, as David doth 


| | itn I love the Lord for he bub hegd wy WH; | 


ond my ſupplications, .. 

WI 4 welove God, but for his Benefits 
onely 2 and if; it- were not for hisBenefits, 
ſhould we: nor loyc him £ Indeed roloveGod 
as we ought, is not to love him. for ought; but 
for himiclfe onely, without any conſidera- 
tion hadatall of his Benefits; but-{uch lovers 
wee are of our owne' good, that: wee ſhould 
ſcarce love ourſelves, bur forthe good, weare 
ready todocourſclves: andif we love Godin 
the like degree, we thinke it perhapstobe love 
enough for him. Bur, O my ſoule, this-is juſt 


the Divells love; I meane-ſuch love, as the} 


Divell thought trobein Fob, Doth Fub love God| 


*W — ;. .. 
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| [knew he ſhould , and therefore was never in 


found it fo, he would quickly have made Fob 
| Heave loving of God, and fall to loving of 


| wilt 1.loverhir Thus Fob did, and thus thould 


- | naturall manmay Amare Dean + but none bur 


for wonght ? He hoped he did not, though hee | 
| quict, ellit might bee tryed; and if hee had 


him. But the hedge which God had ſetabonr 
Fob, was not a of proſperine as Sathan 
ſuppoſed, buta hedgeof Grace, andrtherefore 
with all his fierietryalls, hee could never 
other words from Fob but ſuch as theſe; Sha 
we recerve good at Gods hands, and ſhall we not re- 
cerve vill ? Yes, 0 Lord, though thou kill mee, yet 


wedoe* but Tg there Fog __ ET 2, 
man'agaitie 4s was | e of the 
earth. "Bod alas, wee tre doctnonly bur of 
the Claffis or forme, of which Saint Fohy | 
ſpeakes; Wee love God, becauſe God loved me firſt - | 

and it were well if we wonlddoe bur ſo:-how 
.much ſoever Sathan ſlightsit,and ſcekesro diſ- 
graceit, Oris it perhaps, that David ſpeakes 

1athecurioſitic of this diſtinQion, that we doe | 
not Amare Dewm, but for his Benefits : but wee 
— Dewn, without any confideration 
of his Benefits hadat all; and 1n this ſenſe, a 


the ſpirituall man, Drligere Dew, Bur, O my 

ſoulc, doe thouendevourtobe of Fobs forme, | 

to love God without diſtintion,and whether 

he hearethy voyce, or heare it not; whether 

he grant thy ſupplication, or grant it not, yet | 
: | to 


— 
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| love, thatcanbec ed, orconceived, For 
Rp Def notrue ve of God,'i if wee Tove 
or 
our ſely conely for him: asit ſcemes both- 
 Atoſes, and Saint Paul did, who for thelove of 
God, left alt care of themſelves, and were. 
contented tohavebeene (if they might have: 
beene even Anathema's, 


heares us?! Is his hearing our voyce, ſuch an 


for who will. not give. a man' hearing; 
thoaghhelovehimnotatall 2 Withmen per. 


Now 0nenibus dormit - his Eares ate not: open £0 


and the 


CE 1 orrather perhaps in 
Pamkdonqhmide ot cxprefling, in Gods manner 
of proceeding, to heare = is no: lefle. 
incite, then togrant my > 
POE hee hath inclined ys 
| e | 


——_—_=_—_— 


and with Sprouts ay 


| 


Butisthisfucha Benefit tous, that G 0D: | 


of his love 2: Alas | hee may heare:| 
us, and we neverthe bettet: homey hebre cur 
voyce, and yethis love tous: but lirtle, | 


haps itmay be ſo, but not with God, for his | 
hearing is not onelyrvolumarie, but reſerved | 


every Oacscry; indeed toheate 08;isin' God | 
ſo greata favour, thathemay well | be tounted | 
vn whom he youchſafes' to heare: | 
forthat his hearing is alwayes þ 


yn. d witha purpoſe of be ; doi 
roger maybefurc ecu . 


fo 


Verſe 2.: 


» FN 
Ea. 
Frakes S FAY Eh : 


in praying : although IconfefſeT ſhould notbe 
ſo bold tocallupon him ſocontinually, if -his 
owne commanding me, did not makeit a Du- 
tic: for hath nog. God bid metocall upon: him 
when1lamin troubles -and'is there any time 
thabIam.not in;trouble, as:long as-1liye-in 
this vale of miſerie 2-and thencan there beany 
rimeas long as Llive, thatI muſt not call upon 
him 2 For ſhall God bid:.me, and ſhall I: not 
doc it 2 ſhall Godincline his Eare, and ftandl- 
ſening to heare, and ſhall Ihold any:pedcefor 
the nonce, that hemay have nothing to heare * 
Or ſhall I wave rr, upon God, who-I 
know both can, and will hcare mee; and-call 
upon ſome other, who I know: not whether 
theycan or 80? Is Prayer worth any thing if 
| it 


mo 


_ |rorecheve us. Either therefore wee mult ſay, 
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my 
* 


ir bee not in Faith 2-and-can there bee Faith, 
wherethere is uncertaintie® O'my Soule, this 


never knowne, if God himfelfe had not revea- 
led it to us :that:to-call apon him, is not a 
trouble to him, buta pleaſure, notin us@ pre- 
ſumption, buta dutic : 'thoughit be our ſuite, 
yet.itis his ſervice: itis indeed both our ſuite 
andſervice :andthough his glory be not the 
more by it, yet his glory .is the more manitc- 
ſtedbyit; andas he isa jealous God, ſo of no- 
thing ſo much as of his glory, his glory hee 
will .not' communicate with-any other, any 
thing cle perhaps, but nothis glory; andthis 


acknowledge: our owne weakneſſe, and his 
Power that wecall upon him, nor onely as 
one that is able to helpe us, but as rhe onely 
One that isable to helpe us, forelſe we ſatisfie 
not his jealouke: and it. itbea true rule.inPhi- 
lofophic ; Fruſtra fit per plura,” quod fieri poteft 
per paxciora : Itis no kfletrucin Divinitic: It is 
in vaineto callupon any other for relicfe but 
Godalone, if Godalone beable,and willing 


| that God is-notable, or not willing to helpe 
| us; orelſeconfeſle ir at leaſt a great vaanitic to 
call for helpetoany other, a4 
But if Gods benefits bethe Motive to love 
him : why are not his affli&ions as-well a Mo-' 
tive, not to loye a "y is there any evill in 


is agreatſecret,which we ſhould perhaps have | 


isall theglory heecan have fromus, that-wee | 


the 
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{ forrowes , but if they be crying ſin bs 
"nous, and toude : wharmarvellif rea” rc. | 


| notbe doubted by what meanes. they muſt be 


toutes, ſhould come to helpeus, if we call nor 


. 556i = upon 


—_ 


the Citie,, aud God hath not done it? No 


10NS Arc as _ _ and come forci- 
. bly from him : his. tons arc puniſhments, 
| of chaſtiſernens duly deſerved : but bis —_—_ 
fits are not Wages, or Rewards that are juſtly 
merited: andrherefore we cannotfo juſtly ſay, 
thatcroſſesand affliftions are caſt upon us by 


Ecchoes Lmay fay of finne: andaccording as 
| thiscalls,fo they anſwer :if finnes be bur ight. 
there is like to he heard, bur a light reficxe of 


be antwerable,andthat the ſorrowes of Death. 


But if itbe doubted, by what mcanes affli- 
. ions and croſſes doe happen tous, yer it can- | 


removed fromus: p_—_— isnone able to 
rowkaway the Grave of ourfinnes, but: 
onely God : and therefore no meanes to re- 

moveafflictions, but onely his Mercy : and no- 
meanesof this meanes, but to call upon him. 

Doe Phyſitians uſe to come to a Patient, un- 
 lefſe they becalled © and why then ſhould wee | 
looke thar God the great Phyfitian of our: 


| 
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Foule, the reafonis not like: kebabs | 
| comma mt ns Sr Wmogpanr re : bis Af-| 


' God, as that theyare drawne upon us by our| 
| owneſinne: for ſorrowes and paines, arcas the 


compaſc us about, andthe paines of Hell take | 


———— 


| 


I 


| 


Jabour, butas ic were to beltege me? 2nd was: 
— Bb 2... it 


[becauſe they were nor? What are the paines 


upon hime Uponhim, O my ſoule, and up 
no other :for 57 kisPoweraad Will to helpe 
Ro eras. —_ T_ For, = 

| EF 17 C Wes £Þe panes 
hell rooke hold upon mes and can I doubt of his 
r, that hath delivered mefrom theſe £ Or 
an I thinke of any other, that could deliver 
me fromtheſe, but onely hee £ Could any de- 
livermefrom theſorrowes of Death, but hee 
.onely who triumphed over Deaths Could a- 
ny free mefrom the paines of Hell, but hee | 
onelywho put Hellir ſelfe ro paine, and caſt 
Death and Hell into the Lake of fire? and ſhall 
Icalluponany otherto deliver me, but upon 
himoacly, who I am well aflurcd is able to 
deliver me © No my ſoule, but to leave no 
time, forcalling uponanyother , 4 will call up- 
0 God, as long «s I live: Not for a day, or a 
moncth, butall the dayes of my life, even as 
long as live. And how long will that bee? 
Alas ! howlong can it be; ſeeing the ſorrowes 
of Death have alrcady compaſſed me about ;, and the 
paines of hell have taken hold upon mee ? For what 
arethe forrowes of Death, but ſorrowes like 
thoſe of Kchel, that would notbe comforted, 


of Hell, burpaines cauſed by grilcinefle of fin 
that deſerves Hell © Paines not more in fenſe 
of torment, thendeſpaire of remedic* Whar! 
is it forthe forrowes of dearh to compaſſe me 


E'3 
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it ever knowne,, where they once beſieged, 
that ever they did raiſe their ſiege? Was tt e- 
ver knowne,,, where the  paines of Hell did 
oncetake hold, that ever they did let goe their 
hold ? andalas, inthis extremitie of diſtrefſe, | 
in this gulph of deſpaire , what hope. could 
Davidpoſhbly have, that ever hee ſhould be 
| delivered 2 O'my ſoule, the hope of Abrahaws: 
| In (pe contra ſpem credidit : Hee beleeved againft | 
| all credibilitie z Hee hoped againſt all poſſibi- 
| litie; againſt all poſſibilitic indeedin the courſe 
| of nature ; againſt all credibilitic in:the eye of 
| Reaſon; and therefore he makes his moane to 
| | oneabove o_ RD —_—_— and Rea- 
| ſon; © Lord, 1 beſeech thee, deliver my ſoult - a 
; ati ſhort Prayer for ſo great a ſuite , _—_ as 
{hortas it was, it prevailed, that if wee won- 
dred before at the power of God, wee may, 
wonder nowat the power of. Prayer, thatcan 
prevaile with . God, for obtaining of that, 
which in Nature is impoſſible, and to Reaſon 
ſcemes incredible. 
Thereare many ſhort Prayers. recorded in 
the Scriptures, of which wemay note cſpeci- 
ally three: This of David here; 0 Lord deliver 
9 ſoute : and that of the Publican in the Goſ- 
pell ; Lbrd be mercifull to me a finner :- and: that 
of the Thiefe uponthe Croſſe; Lord remember 
me, when. tha commeſt into thy. kingdome:- All 
three ſhort, yer all three Prevalent,. that wee 
| may know, x is not the multiplicitic of words, 
| Or : 


C6 , 


"at 1 


— 
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i prevailed with God, todeliver his ſoule: why 


| great God, thardidſt inſpire Davids heart with 
| a ſpirit of zeale: which made. his prayers nor 


- $65 ONT treſpaſſes - and to ſay, Lord remember aee 
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or the lengrh of Prayers that prevailes with: 
God, bur the fervencie of fpirit, and the-de-: 
_— the _ Yetleſt icſhould mm 
asa reſtraint of longer prayers; .and ſpeciall: 

leſt it ſhould bea eandall * the Prayer which 
Chriſttaughtus, and is much longer: we may 
obſerve withall, thateach of 'thele prayers, 1s 


but of one Petition inChrifts Prayer; For to | 


fay, © Lotd, delivermy foule, isnomore, nor 
fully ſo much; as to 'fay, Peliver ms from evill + 
and.to ſay, Lord be mercitull to mea finner, is 
no more, nor fully ſo.much, as to ſay z- Forgive 


when thou commeſt into thy Kingdome;is nomore, 
nor ſo-muchz as to ſay, Thy kindome come.” : 
Bur ſeeing. David with his: ſhort Prayer, 


ſhould I-deſpaire of | the:like ſucceſſe of my 
prayers; tobedelivered frommy troubles? © 
my ſoule, I ſhould:nordeſpaireof.the like ſic- 
celle, as David had,'if T could: but pray- with- 
the like ſpirit as- David did: O therefore, thou 


onely acceptable, bureffecuali -vouchſate al- | 
ſoro kindle m-my heart, a fire of Devotion, 
that my prayers may aſcend unto thee, like the 
ſacrifice of Abell - ſo acceptable, thatthey ma 
ares 99s foaccepted, that they may __ 
: and may make mice able to:fing' this 


Allclujah of David; Z will love the Lord for he 


Cano ctw 


+. | 


5 hath- 


| 
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hath heard my woyee., and my ſupplication. 
| And n_—_ day ſoule, Any Tru I ſee the 
Lord, as it were inclining his care unto me; and 
11 ſeemeto feele an accefle of force in my con- 
Verſe 5. |fidence of his goodnefle, for indeed, the.Lord 
gracious, and righteous ; yea,our God is merciful : 
Hee is gracious in hearing ; Hee is righteous in 
judging; hee is mercifull in Pardoning and 
| bow -thencan I doubt of his will tohelpe me 2 
X Hee is righteous to reward according to de- 
ſerts z Heis gracious toReward above deſerts, 
'Yea, he is mercifull to reward withoutdeſerts; 
and how then canT doubtof his Willto helpe 
.mec © Hee isgracious,and this ſhews his boun- 
tic; hes ri and this ſhews his Juſtice ; 
Yea, hee is mercifull, andthis ſhews his love, 
and how thencan I doubt of his Will to helpe 
mee? If hee were not gracious, I could not 
| | hopehe would heare me : It he were notri 
-teous, I could;not depend upon his Promiſe; 
[If hee were not Mercifull, 1could not expe&t 
_ hem is wy and 
rigl and mercifull too, can 
| doubt of be Wl to helpe me 
| | But are there no others that are gracious, | 
x and righteous, and mercifull, as well as Hee? 
Are not the Saints, and Angels in Heaven? 
They are ſo no doubt, but not as well as hee, 
God forbid, wee ſhould once have ſuch a 
3 thought; They are Gracious, and Righ | 
| and Mercitull by participation onely - 
os onely 


. 


| 


Mediaan upon == I = 


| onely by having, as it were, ſome beames im- 


Sunne of Righ 


noneatall, neither Saint ner At ellthat isſo, 
but onel God, and therefore of Gods Power: 
and Wil tohclpomezofhis,and ofhis onel , 
Lcan onely beaſſured. Andif Ferre infimpli 
citic, yet the Lord | the ſimple + hetakes 
not advantage errours, where there is-a 
ood intention ,-yetnota good intention one- 
F , where the —— manifeſt; and revealed: : 
r then ſhould 12:z4b have beene preſerved: 
buc in matters obſcure, and not plainly revea- 
led, there to ſerve Godin famplicitie- of heart, 
this falls within the compaſie of Gods mercy: 
and ſuch he takes into his ProteQion. He gives 


b warTTu > bur yerhee denyes them : 
not his alflance, andrhis I can e of my 
owne experience For, 7 wes brought. low, «nd 
yet hee helped me - - I was brought low, and in- 


fimplicitic,atleaſtby infermiric .che Lord hath 
had mercy on me,andpreſerved me. Or, was. 
bronght low, and hee helpedwee : for then is the 


therefore God whodoth all things in 
\ when Lwas brought low, then he helped me. 
32.7.5 NNE Where- 


ed to them : bat 2 ICE 
| incof G to be Righteous, as the] | 

New br: :ro be Mercifull, as | 
he kn Mercic , there is none; there 3 | 


them perhaps ſome reſentment of theirerrours | 


trouble, by the juſt provocation of my finnes; | 
| burbecauſcLfinned natin preſumption, but in | 


time of helpe, whenweare brought low : mn | 


't 


|. 


: 


/ 


Verſe 6. 


i89 | 
a 


[ge |Meditations upon the 16.Pſalme.| 


Perſe 7. 


| afſiſtanceat the neereſt ; that we may truly ſay, 


| brought low, heis commonly trampled upon, 
| and nothing js heard then, but downe with 


| that fall, and when they are brought low, then: 


Wherefore, O-my foule, ler it never trouble 
thee, how low -ſocever thou bce+brought, for 
 when:thy ſtate isat_rhe loweſt, then is. Gods 


Gods wayes,: are. not as the wayes of the 
world: fot'in the world, when a man is once 


him,downetothe'ground : but with God, it-is 
otherwiſe; for his propertieistoraiſe up them 


to helperhem. Thatitisnoſuch hard caſe for 
a manto beebrought low; may-I not rather 
ſay, bis caſcis happy *. for is:it not better to be 


brought low, and have Godtohelpehim,then 
robefct aloft, and left ito helpe himſelte 2 At 
leaſt, Omy Body; this may bee a comfort to 
thee: for thouart ſure to bee brought low, as 
lowas the Grave, which-is low indeed : yer 
| there thou maieſtreſt in hope;'for even. there, 
the Lord will not leaveto helpe thee; 

| -Oris itthat he was brought low, was hum- 
bled in ſpirit, to ſeeme vile in his owne eyes; 
and then God helped him? For God reſiſteth the | 
proud; but giveth grace tothe humble. 

Now therefore, 0 my ſoule, returne to thy reſt , 
far the Lord hath dealt bountiftlly with thee : Now 
my ſoule, let it be no longer ſaid ; Whyart 
thou ſo heavie, and why art-chou diſquieted 
withinme* For the Lord hath cxceeded:the 
bounds of mercifulneſſe, with his bountiful- 


neſſe: 


— 


a, 6 > Pr ov Ke one PII $06 at. 


| nefle: Notvnely in mercychee hath forgiven 
_ | my finnes, butasif my finnes had been Merus, 

he hath made me'alſo.ro taſte of his bountie. 
| Hee hath dealt indeed moſt bountifally with 
thee, for where thou didſt -make-ſuite-but for 
one thing, hee hathgranted thee three : Thou 


| he hath delivered mine-cycs; and my feet be- | 
| fides:and with a'deliveranct incachof them; 
| the greateſt tharcould be: farwhatgreater de; | 
| iverance to'my* ſoule; then: to bee delivered 


mine eyes, then to: ber deliveied;from:teares 5 
| What;xo my teerthericto-bee-delivered' from 
| falling # ithatiff now, O'mydouke, thoureturne' 
not tothy reſt, thow wilt thewehy-ſelte:ta' bee 
moſt infariable': ſeeing thou-haſt not-baely 
'more then thou didſtaske, butas muck indeed 
as was poſſibleto beakdes 1: ; onil fn 
* But can my ſoule:dye? 'and-if not;; what 
bountie is it then todeliver my ſoule from that 
ro which it isnot ſubjet* The -ſoule indeed, ' 
though immortall, hath yet her wayes of dy- 
ipg: It is one kind of deathto the ſoule, to bee | 
parted from the body, but the trueſt kind is to 
-bee parted: from: God: : and 'from both theſe 
kindes of death, bee hath delivered my: ſoule : 
Fromthe firſt Oxdelicining mefrom adange- 
rous ſickneſle, that threamned.a diflolution of 


didſt aske but to have my ſoule delivered; and: $ 


from Death 5 What greater deliverance. to | 


my ſouleand body : frotathe other, þy deli- 


| :vering me from:the guilr _ ſinne,thar J 
/ THe: | C ; 
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omen os ofrerurnn 


|Une, not obnoxious to falling : How cant: 


edn zonfrom thefavonr of God,and 
are not theſt, bounucs to give my ſoule juſt 
twher reſt-It istrue, it isthe 
of life, thar ir is; {i 
el, pr" va mortalitic after it: 
but chi nts fas Hem drach? for hee hath 


by 

| heither harh this S imperfo en any place: on 
rhe hath delivered mine eycs from: —_— 
and whats oipaof joygar i penket} Jap 2: ger 

iris the of jay; .thae- it Cxhhnor: 


wicked:'T = in ſlipperie places, and. 
wide Thea burneither-is this imperfeRion | 
found here for hee hath delivered my feer 
from falling: : and whatisthis but tobe afſured 
of conrimance? If then thou haſt ſuch health, | 
ſuch forynen ſtabilitic z Health, not ſubjcR to - 

4 Joy, act capable of ſorrow , Stab. | 


canſtchouchoole byt 


O my foule, bow 
rover bets , and rcturne to thy 


[halt reſt from rity labours, and when 
' workes that now goe with thee, ſhall then 


to fick | 


dotihe proſperiveofthe ; 


| by a a oe cult am——— | 
 Frow, isbatatypeof that true Reſt, whenthou 


nnd 4ow thee. Thou butoneday of Re 


I of labowny bus thes "_— 


1 Tederan — PTL 


] 


l n etcrnall Sabba bach, withour any 
whilſt thou! Deſt nn enftheſe body; an 
Me boar tera Coen s 
\Reſttbatis worththe having 

wy foulc, be called Thy "Rliethe 
' [confiftsinthepeaceof conſrience : andtorhis 
riſt thaugnaift well-rewurne, 
thou artat peace 
Read favour 
vingdcaltſobountifully with thee. 


alſo, 


And 


che je Lord, an che Lan dof oo 
now thatmy feet = delivered from 
howcan 1 y them, then in-w 
&mg* were yd chr from falli 
theend they thould ſtand ſill-and wo, 
_ fouls, barro ncourage me 20 walk: 
whercrs to O—_ walking, 0s int 
of aheliving walking 4sit in the 
Wiz netnal ng cme deat wh whenthe 
bes {yes buried under gro 
thing thatharhllife init, ores 
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and mayoncly, | 


{ceing not oncly}| 
with God, as being juſtified] 
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harem rr caſant walking, Thee 


-* _g 9 


== | 
jy 


— 


u me <2, id >- 4+ a 
wh > 
od 1] 


Tie 


FY 


« 
: 
£ 


£5 


Verſe 10, 


by bringing forth, if nor{weer' flowers 'to-de- 
Light the ſmell, at leaft:freſh-grafle vo0/pteaſe| 
'theeyes:.. Buris this the! wa 1 '4n the+Band 
:ofrhe living ;that'Devia4meatics*' Own fouley 
to walke inthe Landof tlie living, is to walke” 
inthe parhes of Righreouſnefſe: for there is no | 
ſuchdcath-tothe ſoulcas finnez no ſuctiicauſe 
of tearesto ary guilcinefſe- of Confſei- 
ence; No ſuch falling of therfeety as-ro fall 
from'God : and therefore tofay thetruth, the 
Soule can never returne toirsreſt, if we walke | - 
; not withallin the paths of rightcouſheſfe: and | 
we cannot well ſay, whether this Reſt bee a|. 
cauſe of the walke; or the walking, be acauſe/| 
of the reſting : butrhis wee may ſay, they. are 
certainly companions one tothe other, which | 
is in cffe& bur this; that Juſtification can ne- 
ver be without Sandtification; Peace of con- | 
ſcience, and godlineſle of life, canneverbe one | 
withoutthe other. Oris it perhaps, that Da- 
| vid meanes that Land of the living ; where E- 
 nochand Elias are living, with the ng God? 
bur if he meane ſo, how canhe fj ſocon- 
fidently, and-ſay ; 1 will walke in the Laydof the 
living; as though hee could come to walke 
there by his owne ſtrength, or at his owne 
leaſure © Hee therefore yo his reaſon: Tbe-| , 
eved and therefore 1.ſpe e - for the voyce of |- 
Faith is ſtrong, and ſpeakes with confidence , 
and becauſe in Faith he belecved, that hee ſhall 


come, to walke in the Land of the living, 
hk PEI there- 
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thereforowithconfidence he ſpeakesit 4-4 will 
walks rmthe land of the: living c:andi perhaps to 
is, thar-hee ſhall nor walke'thereiagainſ 
his-will:but that he endeavours, and uſerth the 
beſt mneanes hecan, that hee may-walke there. 
For indeed if weendeavour not towalke here, 
with Exechand E/ze51n the paths of righteouſ- 
nefle, weſhall nevercometo walke with God 
inthe Land of the living. | "26x 


fiderly , yet I found my f{clte in trouble, 'and 
aMiRion ſtill, which made me ſay in my haſt, 
All mes are thars. In my haſt indeed, for I 


beinga lyar; and-in whofe mouth was found: 
no guile. ws 

7 *  Itſeemes, that to give the lye, was not ſo 
heynousan offence in Davids time, as it is -in 
theſe dayes, for eli{c how durſthe have ſpoken 
ſuch words, that all men are lyars : which isno 
1cfle, then to give the lye to the whole world? 
And yet, no manIT thinke, will —— him 
for ſaying ſoz nomore then challenge'S. Fehys | 
for ſaying, that All men are ſinners. And in- 
deed, how ſhould any man avoid being a lyar, 
ſeeing the very being Man, js it ſelfe a lye? 

{ Not onelya Vanity, and pur in the ballance is: 
lefle then vanity : but a very lye, promitfing | 
great matters, and isable to doe juſt nothing, | 
as Chriſt faith ; Without me, yee candoe nothing : 


- ButthoughThadſpoken thus, and thus con- | 


thoughtnor of oneman who was-farre from | 


ma 


| 


| Perſe 11. 


and Chriſt ſecmes I in, as it were, to 
uk 3 


—_— =... 
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chatailamen be tyars; And now ketthe: 
xs worſt, and rake'the lyc howit a ay 


Ce eareees will 
able vo anake his part wrath tp 


| world,for Chriſt nk rms. cron | 


But  thoughall men may be ſaid tobclyars, 
eraorall men inall things-: for then David 
imſclfe _ be a . ye : bur all men 

chaps in ſomething or other, ar ſoractime or 
= or other, Abſolute truth 


| notfound inany man, but in that man -onely, 
| who wasnotman onely; for if hec had becne 


-bucſd, ithad not beene found in him | 
acither, ſeciagablolute Truthand Deiric, are: 
as Relatives never found tobe aſunder. 


Batin wharthing is it, thatall men ſhould 
|-be lyars * [ndeed inthisfor one; to thinke that 


God regards not,nor lovesnot them, whomhe 
ſaffersro beafflicted: for wemay ratherthinke 
-hee loves them moſt, whom hee ſuffers tobe. 
moſt afflited :and we may truly ſay,hewould 


acverhavefaffcred his ſcrvanc Fob, to be affli- 


Gedfocxceeding cruelly, if he had notloved 
binmexcecding tenderly, For there is no 


| loftby ſuffering allitions, No my ſouk,they” 


dor but ſervers the premermeightof 
gloty,whenitfhallberevealcd. 

Butler his afflitions be:whar. they bey 
yorTwaill al acknewledgc, the 
Jechrmany: ver 10-grom as his: 


and] 


| be Diewab ſecond; andromake his word g w | 


'2 


| 


| 
| 


| 


l 'F nothing to: him, by way 

þ papa *- But: alts wan have Þ hin X 
r! allmy rendring to-him, will'beedutta-- 
Ling more from him: for all I candoe;/is bur 
10 take the cup of ſalvation, andcatl upon his Name 
| and whaz rcndringis therein this taking £ It I 
| could take the cup of Tribulation, and drinke 
| it off, forhis ſake; this perhaps might bea-cen- 
dring of ſome value: butthis, God knowes ts: 
{0 joonbrfarmetadans tnbj—hon | 
q 3Gav yer erent 1; - 7/75 T ; L £ 
#rinke?, Indeed bedranke of the Cup: of Tri-- 
bulation, to-the cnd that wee might take: the 

| of Salvationg but then in taking it, wee 


| ÞpP02 50 of 
; cuppe of Condemnation, 
Nameunder Heaven, in which we may bee ſa-- 
_ | ved, butonelythe Name of Jeſus. | 
Yct it may be {ome readring to the Lord, if 
| Fpay my Vowes, and doe, as it were, my Pe- 
| nance openly ,. 7 will therefore pay wy Vomes 0: 
the Lord, 5u the prefence of all -his people. But 
might hoe not pay his Vowes as well in his; 
Cloſct, betweene God and himichie, as todoe 
« publickly? Nomy ſfoule, it ſerves not his 


for elſc wee ſhall make —_ 


rurnc, indeed nor Godsturnebut he mult pay. 


to-ren- | 


| my ———— —— | 
: ſeeing there -is'no | 


Verſe 13. 


Verſo 1 4+ 


tham.in the pacicnce of all his people, yernor | 


H— 


| 


ro]. 


| Payer for though h 
|-verpaythem:to' the 


.  |-them pay their vowes to:God: burmoſt of all; 
 |-tharby this meanes, Davids Pictiemay not be. 
barren.y;butmay make Breed of Pierte in the | 
. |-peoplealſo: which may be one myſticall rea- 

Ws it was counteda Curſe in Ifracl,to-be | 


te eta, 


| I of God, Hee will pay his vowes inthe 


-ple prevailes much: with: che people, ro make 


barren; forhe that payes not his Vowes 'to 
God, inthe preſence of his people; may:well 
be ſaid tobe barrenin Iſrael; ſecing hee bepets 
nochildrento God, by his Example. And per- 
haps alſo, the Vowes which David meanes 
here, was the doing of ſome meane things, un- 
fit. in ſhew for thedignitic of a King; as when 
it was thought a baſe thing in him to Daunce 
beforethe Arke; hethen vowed he would be 
baſer yet: and inthis caſe, to pay his Vowes 
beforc the people, becomes a matter of ne- 
ceſlitie :. for as there is no honour to a man, 
whilſt heis by hin.ſelfe alone, fo there is no 
ſhameroa man, but before people: and there- 
foreto ſhew that he isnot aſhamed to docany 
thing how meane ſoeve r, ſo it may tend tothe 


preſence of all his people: And hee will doe ir, 
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Lord, Soho death af his Saints: 'forif i wh ofthe 
eh taſte; 19 le 

muſt ut be, ts bee pretiqus in 

« Eohee? When. God-at the 
| [Lhis:workes itis laid, hefawthem 
ro beallexcceding good: bur itisngtiaid; thar 
i0us-itt his light, and 
was honcof onal mY 

n ut is a; 
{Rroyerof his workes? Is3e poſhblethatathing 
| which deſtroyes his creatures, ſhould. 
| Title of inore vahic in his fighr, then his crea- 
nures:themielves?. O my- ſojule, this is; one pf 
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chow then 


fight, that 
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| aiy of them were 
cames Death, 
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Ferſe 16. 
| 


| was called the-Juſt: "but howſoever, *this wee 


|'vantas [qe aword of complyment, | 


ſaffdient;tamake pot wn ; at leaſt I; 
PR Chriſt igainft Heriſalens,will 


cients 0 Hieruſalem, Hieruſalene;, Thou that kil- 
(feks Propheis's andiit is thought by fome,that 
deſtruRion of: Hieruſalem was the rather 

| haſtened, to revengethe deathof Famer; who 


: 


know, it was therefore exccuted,' ro revenge | 

thedeath of Feſw, who was trulytheJaſt: and. | ' 
may wenorwelltake notice,that thedeath was 
axccedimgpretious;whentherevenge that was 
taker, was ſo' exceeding furious ? Bur why. 
ſpeake Iof Death, "when Imay yet'do& God 
good ſervice-in lite : and if-the death of his 
Saints be pretious in his {ight;certainly the life | 
 ofhis{ervants is not unregarded,; For whether 

 wedyc;wee dye to the Lord; or whethicrwee 
live, wee live to theEorÞ: and/rthough! inthis: 
life, we cannotexped the reward/af Saints, yet 

inthis life wee mayclaime-the refpe&t offes- 
wants: and in this] claimean intereſt my felfe, 
for truly,O Lord, 1.ams-thy ſervant : and oh that 
lcouldſervetheeſfotruly; that I might heare 
thee ſay , Euge boxe ſerve :-Forwe are all very 
ready to profeſſe aur ſelves thy ſervants; but : 
very unready to.doe the ſervice of our profeſ-. 
ſion :and ſpecially in-theſe times; when Ser- 


rather than of truth; that to fay, I am thy ſer- 


ena: one as to ſay, I am-an Hypocrite: 


= But} 
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1 yarit and whichis more; Erin 


-| haverhe ſpeciall ben 
( and inheritance; 
| Or thou haft-laoſed my binds, Thou haſt freed | 


Tights < 
Couble AS we 
as Lam the forne of thy Handmaid:Notof Ha 
[4 2v:bur of Sw -iotaFtheBond-yortaiebut 


| of Se Erees: atidrtivreforet-ſervethee nor: itt | 
Feare, but it- Love: or therefore in feafe--be- : 


| he thats not borne of this Handriaid, thi 


cauſe in love : and then is ſerviee belb done; 
when itisdonein love: and'in love indeed: 'T 
amboundto ſerye thee ; For, thou haſt looſed wy : 
bonds + the Bonds of: dvarh you Ag 
meabou.by delivering-mic't | 
fickneſſe,andreftorj 
tieherkind ; Thoti f by 
freeing mefrom CER, tive; wy 6 OS 
beih a ſervant 
to: bes fonne: and inorethenttHd" > frdfhrhe- 
ing a ſotinc of thy Hand-indidixe 2 ſotthe'of 
= ſelfs afd thereforeirideeda nhe of thy 
ſelfe. becauſe aſonne' of 'thy Hindmaid: ® For 
what isthyHandmaid; -but thy Churech-e and” 
il 

he may havethe generall benefit of x age 
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